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UTMB Fraud
and Abuse Hotline

1 (800) 898-7679
Your Guide to honesty!

¥ To report suspected waste, abuse and
fraud.

¥ All calls are strictly confidential and
anonymous.

¥ Available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.

Numbers
to know

UTMB  Suggestion Box
http://www.utmb.edu/esp/
¥ Have a good idea to make UTMB a

better place to work, or a better place
to be a patient? Log on to the web site
and send your suggestion to the people
who can make it happen.

¥ No web access? Drop your suggestion in
the box on campus.

Identity System
www.utmb.edu/identity_system
¥ Log on for information to help you understand and properly
apply the UTMB Identity System to your promotional materials,
including publications, web sites, speciality items and videos. 

(409) 772-2618
¥ Be sure to call Public Affairs if you have any questions, or to
arrange for the required institutional review of your
promotional materials.

eases, including bioterrorist weapons. He
will work closely with state and national
leaders to help ensure Americans are pre-
pared. “We need to know the potential for
developing a vaccine for a new pathogen,
and we need to be able to obtain a license
for the vaccine quickly,” Myers says. 

He will assess the safety of new and experi-
mental vaccines and develop a program that
educates the public—both nationally and
locally—about vaccine benefits and risks.
One goal in this initiative, says Stanberry, is
to remove the myriad of barriers that keep
people from getting the vaccines they need.

“For example, our vaccination rate here in
Galveston County is very low,” Stanberry
says. “Why do we do such a poor job of vac-
cinating our children with vaccines we

know are safe and effective? That’s an issue
Dr. Myers will tackle.” 

In leadership roles with the NVPO since
1999, Myers coordinated the various gov-
ernment agencies’ vaccine policies. Before
moving to the NVPO position, Myers was
professor and chair of the Department of
Pediatrics at Northwestern University
Medical School. 

Myers’ interest in vaccine research began
early in his career as a pediatrician. He and
Stanberry have collaborated professionally
since 1982 on research on vaccines to com-
bat herpes virus infections, including herpes
simplex virus (the cause of cold sores and
rare but serious other infections), varicella
zoster virus (the cause of chickenpox and
shingles), and cytomegalovirus (the most
common cause of hearing loss in children in

the United States). 

The Sealy Center for Vaccine Development
was inaugurated in December 2001 as an
interdisciplinary center primarily focused on
thwarting bioterrorism and concerned with
new vaccines. At that inauguration, Myers
discussed the complex issues surrounding
vaccine availability for routine childhood
vaccines, as well as new vaccines being
developed that have a limited market
potential.

Current research at the center involves vac-
cines for emerging and tropical infectious
diseases, enteric (intestinal) and respiratory
pathogens, and sexually transmitted dis-
eases. UTMB’s maximum containment lab-
oratory is set to open in early 2003, making
the vaccine center the first anywhere with
access to such a facility.

MYERS from Page 1

In a joint effort with Sodexho, UTMB studied the possibility of
reusing some of the pillows in the hospitals by covering them in
freshly laundered cases. In the past, all patient pillows were
thrown away after one use, sending 1,800 pillows a week to the
landfill. While some areas such as the emergency room and
intensive care units must continue to use disposable pillows,
the initiative reduced the amount of pillows discarded weekly
to just 600.

Even the campus landscaping and lawn debris is recycled.
Through a partnership with Moody Gardens and the City of
Galveston, UTMB’s landscape waste is collected and sent to
the composting center to be recycled into valuable mulch avail-
able to partners and residents throughout Galveston County.

Beyond recycling, UTMB began looking at its energy consump-
tion. UTMB’s Energy Conservation Task Force and Power
Team began an education program on the importance of saving
energy. Lights were turned out. Thermostats were reset. And
computers and office equipment were turned off when not in
use. Eventually, the electric meter began to slow.

Reliant Energy is working with UTMB to bring solar energy to
the campus parking garages. One garage has already been retro-
fitted with solar panels to reduce the electricity used to light
the garage 24 hours a day. If successful, plans call for other
garages to receive similar set-ups.

Each year, UTMB’s Earth Day celebration marks the achieve-
ments of the past year and reminds employees and the commu-
nity of the importance of conservation. Ten years ago, the
UTMB Earth Day celebration was simply a table set up in the
John Sealy hallway where volunteers distributed buttons and
leaflets. Today, it is a campuswide celebration that this year
attracted some 3,000 people.

EARTH DAY from Page 1

Area children
participate in a
parade at the
annual Earth
Day celebration
on April 26.
Each year, area
children are
involved in the
celebration.
Also part of
the celebration
each year is
the T-shirt
design contest
open to
children of
UTMB
employees.
Photo by Cathy C. Nall
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AWARDS
Rebecca Sealy Distinguished Nurse

Alumnus Award
Corinne M. Oppermann, M.S.N., R.N.

DeanÕs Award for Scholarship
*Susan Jean Griffin, R.N.

*Cheryl Lynn Haxel
Louisa Chika Ikpeama, R.N.
*Jennie Elizabeth Marshall

* Katherine Mary Pierpoline
David Austin Rex Jr., R.N.
Ruth YerkÐHo Rusin, R.N.
Andrew Worth Snell, R.N.

Tangula LaSharn Taylor, R.N.

Clinical Excellence Award
*Julie Marie Light

Leadership Awards
*Ernestine Cuellar, M.S.N., CS, WHCNP,

R.N.
Nicola Jane Harchut
*Teresa Oehler, R.N.

*Mona Lisa Ott, B.S.N., R.N.

Outstanding Student Awards
*Jennie Elizabeth Marshall

Community Service Award
*Ernestine Cuellar, M.S.N., CS, WHCNP,

N.R.
Lucille Enriquez, R.N.
Nicola Jane Harchut

Mona Lisa Ott, B.S.N., R.N.

WhoÕs Who Among Students in
American Universities and Colleges

Victor Kenneth Carrillo, R.N.
Dale Eugene Dyer, B.S.N., R.N.

Tanya Darlene Klinegardner, B.S.N., R.N.
Gail Edna Kwarciany, R.N.
*Julianne Larkin Leissner

*Julie Marie Light
*Jennie Elizabeth Marshall
Camilla Sue Myers, R.N.

*Katherine Mary Pierpoline
*Cheryl Workman Scalora, B.S.N., R.N.

Tangula LeSharn Taylor, R.N.

Mary Beth Lott Upchurch Award
Teresa Murad Ashcraft, B.S.N., R.N.

University of Texas Student Nurses
Association Award for Excellence

Nicola Jane Harchut

Mary and William McGanity Awards
for Maternal and Neonatal Health

Jenay Elizabeth Bauman
*Katherine Mary Pierpoline

*Summer Penelope Williams

The Ralph & Mary John Spence
Centennial Scholarship

Adriana Gonzales

* Indicates that the graduate is a member of the
Sigma Theta Tau International Honor Society.

School of Nursing awards more than 200 degrees
SCHOOL OF NURSING COMMENCEMENT

By Carrie Ann Davis

The School of Nursing had  its 115th annu-
al commencement at Moody Gardens on
April 26, awarding bachelor’s and master’s
degrees to 251 graduates.

UTMB’s School of Nursing, established in
1890, was the first nursing school in the
state of Texas and among the first in the
country. UTMB offers an undergraduate
program leading to a bachelor of science in
nursing and graduate programs leading to
master of science and doctoral degrees in
nursing. Since its founding, the school has
graduated more than 6,300 students, most
of whom practice in Texas.

The commencement ceremony began with
a musical prelude by the Chamber Brass
Quartet. Dr. Bruce Leonard, faculty class
sponsor and UTMB assistant professor, had
the honor of carrying the traditional mace
and leading members of the UTMB facul-
ty, administration and graduating class in
the commencement procession. UTMB
President John D. Stobo presided over the
ceremony. 

Addressing the students, Dr. Pamela G.
Watson, nursing dean, congratulated the
students and spoke to them of their future
in nursing, encouraging them to become
major contributors in designing the health
care systems of the future. 

“With our national and state health care
systems constantly in change and crisis, all
of you will be needed to help patients, fam-
ilies and communities to receive the care
that they need and want,” Watson said. “I
hope you will think of yourselves as guides,
intrepid explorers and interpreters.”

Dr. Patricia Blair, UTMB associate profes-
sor of nursing, delivered the commence-
ment address, opening with a poem by
Edgar A. Guest titled, “It couldn’t be
done.” She then went on to discuss how
the graduates’ careers could be compared
to the building of a home. 

“Think of the Bachelor of Science degree
in Nursing as the foundation of your house,
the practice of nursing.  It is strong, solid,
and built with the best of tools and materi-
als: your mind, heart and spirit, ” Blair said.
“Your nursing license, integrity, nursing
practice act, code of ethics and other ele-
ments form the framework for your house,
your nursing practice.  Your foundation
must be strong and solid to support the
structure that you build on it, your nursing
career.”

Following the address, Stobo conferred
degrees to the Class of 2002. 

In addition to the baccalaureate and mas-
ter’s candidates honored, the first gradu-
ates of the UTMB nursing doctoral pro-
gram were also recognized. These doctoral
students will graduate with the Graduate
School of Biomedical Sciences May 11.

Among the highlights of the program was
the announcement of a special award by
Cheryl Day, president of the UTMB
School of Nursing Alumni Association.
Day presented the Rebecca Sealy
Distinguished Nurse Alumnus Award to
Corrine M. Oppermann, UTMB assistant
professor, continuing a tradition of honor-
ing outstanding School of Nursing alumni
for excellence in the areas of clinical prac-
tice, education, administration, and organi-
zational work involving health care or inno-
vation in health care delivery systems.

Oppermann has served UTMB for more
than 30 years in many roles, including staff
nurse, public health nurse, director of nurs-

ing for the Department of Obstetrics and
Gynecology, assistant dean for student
affairs and as an educator. A 1960 graduate
of the St. Mary’s School of Nursing, she
earned a B.S.N. (1982) and a M.S.N.
(1982) from UTMB. During her service to
UTMB, she conceptualized and estab-
lished the Office of Student Affairs for the
SON. In addition she has served as presi-
dent of the Texas Nurses Association,
District 6 from 1994–1997 and on the
TNA Board of Directors from 1997–2001.
She was inducted into the SON Alumni
Association Hall of Fame in 1995.

After receiving the award, Opperman then
led the students in reciting the Florence
Nightingale Pledge, the nursing profes-
sion’s equivalent to the physicians’ pledge
of ethical behavior, the Hippocratic Oath.
A reception was held in the dining room of
the convention center immediately follow-
ing the commencement ceremony.

Above, graduates prepare to enter
the Moody Gardens Convention
Center main hall where they will
receive their nursing degrees.

Pictured to the left, Corinne M.
Oppermann receives the Rebecca
Sealy Distinguished Nurse Alumnus
Award. Pictured with here is Cheryl
Day, president of the SON Alumni
Association, on OppermanÕs left and
School of Nursing Dean Dr. Pam
Watson on her right.
Photos by Carrie Davis
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UTMB faculty help to dedicate area labyrinth
By HEIDI LUTZ

For at least 5,000 years, labyrinths have
been used to celebrate the human relation-
ship among life, nature and the world. In
recent years, the labyrinth has undergone a
revival and has been adapted for use in
schools, churches, prisons, homes, parks
and hospitals.

Today, just blocks away from UTMB’s hos-
pitals is a labyrinth for use by the entire
Galveston community, especially the facul-
ty, staff, students and patients of UTMB.

The Rotary Labyrinth and Meditation
Garden at the William Temple Episcopal
Center was recently dedicated  and already
is in use by many at the hospital.

Dr. Sandra Hatch, an associate professor in
radiation oncology, first walked the
labyrinth at Fourth and Market streets in
October 2001 with other cancer survivors.

“When life feels like it is broken, it is only
natural to want to make it well again,”
Hatch said. 

Healing takes place on several levels, she
said—including the emotional, mental and
physical levels. Spiritual healing brings a
connection to each. And the labyrinth
helps facilitate this connection.

“It becomes a metaphor for the journey of
life,” Hatch said.

It is this connection between the spiritual
healing and physical healing that attracted
the interest of Dr. Kay Sandor, an associate
professor of nursing and the UTMB coor-
dinator of the William Temple Episcopal
Center Labyrinth Ministry. In this role,
Sandor facilitates labyrinth walks for com-
munity and UTMB groups.

Sandor uses the labyrinth in her teaching
by introducing her students to the use of
such tools in caring for themselves and
their patients. She also is working with  a
faculty member of the Texas A&M
Department of Landscape Architecture to
conduct research on the healing effects of
sacred landscapes. They will study the
effect of a labyrinth walk on feelings and
emotions, physical responses, and impres-
sions of the environmental attributes
before and after walking.

Dr. Victor Sierpina, an associate professor
of family medicine who is noted for his
interest in and practice of alternative medi-
cines, said that the labyrinth can help to
foster more compassionate doctors during
medical school training.

He encourages students to go out and walk
through the labyrinth so they can under-
stand how to use it with their patients, and
to help the students reflect on their own
well-being and spiritual health.

“Students can escape if just for a little
while,” said Sierpina, who also serves on
the Labyrinth Garden Guild. “This pro-
motes empathy that comes only from
knowing one’s own soul.”

The connection between the Rotary
Labyrinth and Meditation Garden and
UTMB is no coincidence. It is just one
piece of the ongoing mission of the
William Temple Foundation to promote
discussions of spirituality and health care,
and how the two are intertwined.

The Rev. Robert Wells, executive director
of the William Temple Episcopal Center,

said the labyrinth is a place of healing and
of relaxation, and walking its path will
mean different things to different people.
But its purpose fits right in with the mis-
sion of the William Temple Episcopal
Center, which also is the sponsor of the
Spirituality in Health Care dialogues (for-
merly known as the Faith in Medicine
series) on campus.

The Rotary Club of Galveston contributed
the money to build the brick-paved
labyrinth at the William Temple Center.

“I am enormously grateful to the Rotary
Club of Galveston for the vision for this
labyrinth,” said the Right Rev. Claude E.
Payne, bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of
Texas. Payne visited Galveston to dedicate
the labyrinth.

“Its purpose is a place of rest and peace in
a busy world,” he said. “There is a distinct
tie between spirituality and health. That is
something we celebrate today.”

Photo by Heidi Lutz

The Rev. Robert Wells, executive director of the William Temple Episcopal Center, speaks at the
dedication of the Rotary Labyrinth and Meditation Garden at the center. The Right Rev. Claude E.
Payne, bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Texas, pictured to the far left, came to Galveston to
dedicate the Rotary Labyrinth and Meditation Garden at the William Temple Episcopal Center. Also
at the dedication were Fred Raschke of the Rotary Club of Galveston, and UTMB faculty members
Drs. Sandra Hatch, Kay Sandor and Vic Sierpina.

Guided labyrinth walks
Dr. Kay Sandor, associate professor of
nursing, will facilitate two labyrinth walks
as part of Nurses Week.

The walks are 10 a.m.Ð1 p.m. May 10 and
May 17. Space is limited. Reserve your
place by calling (409) 772-2115.

Researchers,
writers, editors
honored at event

By JUDIE L. KINONEN

Academic researchers uphold, protect
and defend the purpose of a universi-
ty, according to Dr. Harold
Vanderpool, UTMB professor of histo-
ry and philosophy of medicine, who
addressed about 60 of the university’s
authors and editors at a Research
Recognition Week reception April 17.

The reception honored dozens of fac-
ulty members who, since 1995, have
written or edited a book, or served as
editor-in-chief for a scientific journal. 

Vanderpool held that professors who
invest time in research become better,
more precise teachers, expand their
educational efforts beyond the walls of
their own universities, and contribute
to the academic reputations of their
home institutions.

“Writers are the cornerstone upon
which universities are built,” said
Vanderpool, who has published more
than 60 journal articles, book chapters,
books and essays.

The authors and editors reception was
one of several activities during
Research Recognition Week, which
also featured a grant-writing seminar
and a reception for grant recipients.
“During this week, we wanted to
honor UTMB’s faculty as researchers,
scholars, authors and mentors,” said
Myrta Stager, director of research edu-
cation, who planned the event.

Research Recognition Week was
sponsored by the Office of the
President, the Office of the Vice
President for Research, UTMB
Research Services’ Office of Research
Education and the Office of
University Advancement.

“The feedback we’ve received has all
been very positive,” said Dr. Adrian
Perachio, vice president for research.
He said the week allowed the univer-
sity to focus on the important contri-
butions researchers make, through
their scholarly achievements and
through the federal grants they
receive. 

“Researchers might be recognized for
what they’ve done in different ways,
but it is especially noteworthy coming
from their own institution,” Perachio
said.
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Four residents take top honors in quiz show competition
By JENNIFER REYNOLDS-SANCHEZ

Answer: Four outstanding UTMB internal
medicine residents at the national American
College of Physicians…American Society of
Internal Medicine meeting in Philadelphia in
April.

Question: Who used their medical knowledge,
firm sense of trivia and skillful teamwork to
claim national victory at the quiz-show style
game Doctor•s Dilemma, also known as
•Medical Jeopardy?Ž

In a hotly contested competition, 13 teams
of medical residents representing regions
from across the United States competed in
a game that models itself after the televi-
sion show “Jeopardy” for a chance to go to
the finals and correctly guess the “Final
Jeopardy” question. UTMB internal medi-
cine residents Drs. Ann Buchanan, Rajiv
Gupta, Jennifer Cox James and Sreedhar
Mandayam won the highest honors while
representing the Southern Texas Regional
Chapter of the ACP–ASIM and UTMB at
the national competition. The organization
is the largest medical specialty society in
the world with more than 120,000 mem-
bers.

“We’re very proud,” said Sreedhar
Mandayam, a second-year resident. “This
is the first time that any team from Texas
went (to the competition). We feel that we
put UTMB on the map.”

To reach the national competition, the four-
member team had to win a regional compe-
tition last spring and then a state competi-
tion last fall. Buchanan, a first-year resident,

only recently joined the team because the
previous fourth member completed her res-
idency and was no longer eligible to play.

“Ann has a strong medical knowledge, but
she also has a lot of knowledge in the areas
we were deficient in, like TV trivia and
that kind of stuff,” explained third-year res-
ident James.

Medical knowledge is a must in the
Doctor’s Dilemma competition, but quick-
thinking, trivia-savvy contestants are the
key ingredients for a winning team. The
residents answered questions ranging from
anatomy and physiology to television histo-
ry and literature.

The “Final Jeopardy” challenge was:
“Name the condition with anemia,
splenomegaly and TRAP positive cells.”

The UTMB residents quickly answered
“hairy cell leukemia,” and won the compe-
tition.

“It’s a lot of fun,” said Gupta, a third-year
resident. “It’s not only knowledge-related,
but it’s interactive learning about other
things, and you expand your horizons. Plus
it develops our ability to work as a team
and it is great for the whole spirit of
UTMB.”

Dr. Marc Shabot, UTMB internal medicine

professor, is the governor of the Southern
Chapter of the ACP–ASIM and was able to
accompany the residents to Philadelphia.
The team agreed that his support and
encouragement helped them greatly
throughout the competition.

“Dr. Shabot was so thrilled (when we won).
It made it all worthwhile just to see his
reaction,” said James.

“The UTMB residents did an outstanding
job of representing not only their institu-
tion but also our Texas chapter of the
ACP–ASIM,” said Shabot. “We’re all very
proud of them.”

In addition to the Doctor’s Dilemma team,
four medical students had their abstracts
chosen from a national student competition
and represented UTMB at the meeting.
Third-year medical students Richard
Ethridge and Mario Martinez and second-
year student Robert Cinclair displayed
their research at a poster presentation.
Second-year student Peter Morgan gave an
oral presentation.

Assistant Professor of Internal Medicine
Dr. Karen Szauter praised the students who
represented UTMB at the abstract compe-
tition in Philadelphia this year.

“The abstract competition for this meeting
is very competitive, so UTMB can feel
extremely proud that four of our students,
including two second-year medical stu-
dents, had their work selected for presenta-
tion at the national level,” she said.

Photo by Jennifer Reynolds-Sanchez

Residents Sreedhar Mandayam, Ann Buchanan, Jennifer Cox James and Rajiv Gupta recently won
the highest honors at the DoctorÕs Dilemma competition at the national American College of
PhysiciansÐAmerican Society of Internal Medicine meeting in Philadelphia.

UTMB students win state Antibiotic Bowl finals at TMA meeting
By JUDIE L. KINONEN

Priming themselves to avoid the pitfalls of misusing antibi-
otics, two UTMB students took first-place honors at the
Antibiotic Bowl finals, which were held during the Texas
Medical Association Meeting in Dallas on April 20.

Tisha Wang and Terry Lin, fourth-year internal medicine
students, faced off in a quiz show format with the two-stu-
dent team from the University of Texas Health Science
Center at Houston, answering questions about the wise use
of antibiotic drugs. Winning was just icing on the cake for
Wang and Lin, as the event had already given them what
they wanted—an excuse and a motivation to immerse
themselves in an important subject. 

“Tisha and I saw this as an opportunity to review this infor-
mation about antibiotics, because we know we’ll need it in
our intern year,” says Lin. The two pored over pharmacol-
ogy textbooks, journal articles and vaccination schedules to
prepare for the bowl.

They certainly hit on the goal of the first Antibiotic Bowl,
which was sponsored by the Texas Department of Health
(TDH), the Texas Health Foundation and the Texas

Medical Association. The event was part of a national
effort launched by the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention to reduce antibiotic resistance by teaching
medical students how to prescribe the drugs judiciously. 

The CDC’s Adair Bull, program consultant for the
National Campaign for Appropriate Antibiotic Use, pre-
sented Wang and Lin with a traveling trophy, a plaque and
a $300 textbook voucher each, on behalf of TDH. Jade Le
and Meegan Leve, runners-up, each received a plaque and
a $150 textbook voucher.

Both teams earned their place in the finals after defeating
students from four other Texas medical schools at the pre-
liminary rounds, which were held March 9 at Baylor
College of Medicine in Houston.

The format for the finals included a round each of true-
false statements, multiple-choice and long-answer ques-
tions—all centered around antibiotic resistance, antibiotics,
infection control and vaccination issues. Kate Hendricks,
division director for infectious disease epidemiology and
surveillance at TDH, moderated the bowl, and Dr. Travis
Waldrep with Southwestern University judged the event.

Questions were generated from physicians around the state
who are members of the Texas Committee for the
Judicious Use of Antibiotics (TCJUA).

TCJUA came up with the idea for a quiz show while the
group was looking for a way to make antibiotic issues more
interesting to students. “Rather than approaching students
in a lecture format, we thought the students would enjoy
the competition,” says the event’s coordinator, Parul
Nanavati with TDH.

The TDH hopes to make the Antibiotic Bowl an annual
event, and they hope it helps produce doctors who are
more selective with prescriptions. The department reports
a 300 percent increase in Streptococcus pneumoniaeresistance
to penicillin in the last five years, blamed in large part on
doctors who prescribe antibiotics inappropriately.

“I’ve learned a lot from this, and you can already see it in
the way I approach people with upper respiratory illness-
es,” says Wang, who is so conservative in prescribing
antibiotics that one of her friends ribs her about it. “A
patient will have to give me a pretty good story to get
antibiotics,” she says.
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Scientists to convene in Galveston for annual Structural Biology Symposium
By JIM KELLY

UTMB will host scientists from all over
the country May 17–19 for the university’s
seventh annual Structural Biology
Symposium. The event, which will take
place in Levin Hall, is expected to draw
around 250 participants for presentations
and poster sessions focused on new devel-
opments in research into the structure and
function of biological molecules.

“We’ve got people coming to speak on a
broad range of topics, all the way from pro-
teomics to structural determination to the
thermodynamics of protein folding,” said
Bruce Luxon, deputy director of the Sealy
Center for Structural Biology and chairman
of the symposium. “We go to a lot of trou-
ble to get first-class speakers, and that usu-
ally guarantees a pretty good turnout.”

Dr. Gregory Petsko of Brandeis University
will give the symposium’s keynote address
at 4:15 p.m. May 17 in Levin Hall. Petsko’s
talk is entitled “Structural Biology in the
Age of Genomics.”

Saturday’s sessions begin at 8:30 a.m. with
a presentation by Dr. Linda Jen-Jacobson
of the University of Pittsburgh on “Water
and the Energetics of Site-Specific
Protein-DNA Interactions.” At 9:15 a.m.,
the University of Oregon’s Dr. Peter von
Hippel discussing “Temporal and
Structural Mechanisms Involved in
Transcription Control.” 

At 10:30 a.m. Saturday, Dr. Stephen Sprang
from the University of Texas Southwestern
Medical Center at Dallas will speak on
“Barriers to GTP Hydrolysis: How G
Proteins Cope.” At 11:15 a.m., Dr. Daniel
Leahy of Johns Hopkins University and

the Howard Hughes Medical Institute will
give a lecture entitled “Structural Aspects
of Growth Receptor Function.”

Dr. Arthur Pardi of the University of
Colorado will kick off the afternoon ses-
sions at 1:30 p.m. with the presentation
“Global Conformation and Folding of
RNA.” UTMB’s Dr. Robert Fox speaks
next at 2:15 p.m. about “Developing
Tight-Binding Miniprotein Ligands to
Protein Receptors.”

The last two talks on Saturday will be by
Dr. James Sacchetini of Texas A&M and
Dr. Robert Davey of UTMB. Sacchetini,
speaking at 3:15 p.m., will discuss “TB
Structure-based Drug Design: Expanding
our Knowledge of Drug Targets Using
Genetics and Structural Genomics.”

At 4 p.m., Davey will give a presentation

entitled “Finding the Target: How Mouse
Retroviruses Recognize a Host.”

Sessions will resume on Sunday at 9 a.m.,
with the University of Iowa’s Dr. Madeline
Shea discussing “Ion Sensing and Signaling
by Calmodulin: A Tale of Two Domains.”
At 9:45 a.m., Dr. Joshua Wand of the
University of Pennsylvania will discuss
“Dynamic Activation of Protein Function.”

The last talk of the symposium, at 10:45
a.m., will be by Baylor College of
Medicine’s Dr. Olivier Lichtarge, present-
ing “An Evolutionary View into the
Proteome: Large Scale Characterization of
Functional Sites.”     

The conference is sponsored by the Sealy
Center for Structural Biology and co-spon-
sored by the Gulf Coast Consortia.

By TOM CURTIS

An important part of the brain—and one
that has long been neglected by medical
science—is finally beginning to get its due.

That, at least, is the view of Dr. Patricia
Shinnick-Gallagher, professor of pharmacol-
ogy and toxicology at UTMB, one of four
organizers of an international conference
that drew more than 200 researchers from
across the nation and from Europe, Asia
and Australia to the Moody Gardens Hotel
near the end of March.

The brain structure that was the focus of
these scholars’ intense interest is known as
the amygdala, so named in 1819 for the
Latin and Greek words for almond. It is, in
fact, an almond-shaped mass of gray matter
that sits atop the hippocampus and is said
to be involved in how the brain governs
emotions, learning and memory. 

It is thought to be involved in relating emo-
tional significance and behavior, including
autonomic behavior like that of the cardio-
vascular system. Thus, if someone has a
heart attack induced by emotional event,
that event is thought to be mediated
through the amygdala. The amygdala is
also considered to be “a major player in the
stress response,” Shinnick-Gallagher said.

“When people started investigating begin-
ning in the late 1980s, they found out it
was involved in very fundamental functions
in human behavior,” Shinnick-Gallagher
explained. “We know, for example, that it is
essential for learning fear, and for anxiety
and phobias. It’s been shown that people
who lose use of their amygdalas can’t recog-
nize fear in the faces of others and can’t
detect it in other people’s voices. The

amygdala also is a key area of the brain
involved in social anxieties, such as fear of
crowds, of public speaking or of driving
over the causeway.”

Shinnick-Gallagher’s research on the amyg-
dala using drugs called calcium channel
blockers has demonstrated that rats admin-
istered such drugs show reduced expres-
sions of fear and has suggested a possible
drug therapy that may work to alleviate
post-traumatic stress disorder.

“We further know that there is altered
function of the amygdala in patients who
are depressed,” Shinnick-Gallagher contin-
ued. Anti-anxiety drugs such as the benzo-
diazopines—drugs including those with the
trade names Xanax, Valium and Halcion—
target the amygdala, she noted.  

The conference, sponsored by the New
York Academy of Sciences and co-spon-
sored by the UTMB Program in
Neuroscience, was called “The Amygdala

in Brain Function: Basic and Clinical
Approaches.” A 47-chapter book of the
same name will be issued in about eight
months, Shinnick-Gallagher said. It will
include papers by the 37 conference speak-
ers on the basic characteristics of amygdala
function, including neuroanatomical, elec-
trophysiolological, behavioral and imaging
studies in animals and in humans, plus
papers by the chairs of 10 different confer-
ence events summarizing their contents. 

The conference—which also discussed
recent findings in clinical human diseases
in which the function of the amygdala is
compromised and pharmacological data
that could help provide a foundation for
designing drugs to treat amygdala dysfunc-
tions—received major funding from the
National Institute of Mental Health, the
National Institute of Neurological
Disorders and Stroke, and the R.W.
Johnson Pharmaceutical Research Institute.   

Drs. Adrian Perachio, vice president for research
at UTMB, Anantha Shekhar of Indiana
University Medical Center, and Patricia Shinnick-
Gallagher of UTMB listen to speakers on ÒThe
Amygdala and Brain FunctionÓ conference at
Moody Gardens Hotel.

Researchers conference explores neglected part of brain

UTMB-connected researchers at ÒThe Amygdala and Brain FunctionÓ conference included,
standing left to right, Dr. Jie Liu, postdoctoral fellow in pharmacology and toxicology; M.D./Ph.D.
student Brad Schroeder; Dr. Po-Wu Gean, professor and chair of pharmacology, National Cheng-
Kung University, Tainan City, Taiwan, and a UTMB graduate in pharmacology and toxicology; Dr.
Ann Andorn, professor of psychiatry and behavioral sciences; Dr. Patricia Shinnick-Gallagher,
professor of pharmacology and toxicology; Dr. Dale Hogan, postdoctoral fellow in Psychiatry and
behavioral sciences; David Herrin, Ph.D. student in neuroscience; and Dr. Wenxia Zhou,
postdoctoral fellow, University of South Carolina and a UTMB graduate in pharmacology and
toxicology. Kneeling: Drs. Hugh Fu and Jiangang Xie, postdoctoral fellows in pharmacology and
toxicology, and Mike Scott, Ph.D. student in neuroscience.
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CELEBRATING VOLUNTEERS

Hospital Auxiliary
continues to offer
support to UTMB

By CATHY C. NALL

The UTMB Hospital Auxiliary has
more than 90 volunteers performing a

variety of
invaluable serv-
ices, day in and
day out
throughout the
university. 

In fact, since
1960, this group
has lent a help-
ing hand and
given funds to
UTMB, helping
to ensure the

university can continue programs that
enrich its patient’s lives.

In keeping with its long tradition of
giving, the Auxiliary recently awarded
its yearly grants to various patient
units and programs.

This year, 29 grants were awarded
with a grand total of more than
$22,000, the largest sum yet.

Funding will go toward such programs
as the UTMB Caring Clowns, the
Bereavement Committee for Labor
and Delivery and to help further the
work of the HeartCenter, Division of
Audiology and Speech Pathology and
Department of Rehabilitation
Services. The funds also made it pos-
sible for the Department of Pastoral
Care to purchase one of the stained-
glass windows in the newly renovated
Hospital Chapel.

“We are excited about the many
opportunities this year’s Auxiliary
Board Grants will offer,” said Cyndi
Mann, director of volunteer services.
“We can’t thank them enough for all
they do for UTMB.”

For information about volunteering, or
if you have a need for volunteers in
your area, call Volunteer Services at
(409) 772-2549.

For information
about
volunteering, or
if you have a
need for
volunteers in
your area, call
Volunteer
Services at (409)
772-2549.

Annual luncheon honors work of volunteers

Volunteers play a vital role in the day-to-
day operations of UTMB. When asked to
envision UTMB without volunteers,
UTMB President John D. Stobo could not.

“Volunteers are crucially important for
what we do at UTMB,” Stobo told the
group at the annual Volunteer Appreciation
and Awards Luncheon on April 23.

Volunteerism is so important to Stobo that
more than a year ago, he went to
President’s Council and asked its members
to lead by example and volunteer at least
one hour each week at the hospital. 

Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences
Dean Cary Cooper leads the President’s
Council in volunteer hours for his work
with the beverage cart.

“Thanks for all you do for UTMB and for
being a volunteer,” Stobo said.

Volunteers at UTMB put in countless
hours doing such tasks as answering
phones, helping patients and visitors find
their way, serving beverages and rocking
babies.

Each year, Volunteer Services recognizes
the volunteer corps at UTMB and the
hours of service they dedicate to the hospi-

tal and clinics. 

“Every day I learn something wonderful
we are doing for our patients,” said Dr.
Karen Sexton, chief operating officer of the
hospital. 

Peggy Smith was recognized for having the
most cumulative hours of volunteer service
at UTMB—5,600 hours. She is among an
elite group of people who have accumulat-
ed more than 1,000 hours. 

Speaking at the luncheon was Martha
Marshall, the volunteer coordinator at The
Jesse Tree. “I’m so impressed by all the
job descriptions of the hospital and all the
great and wonderful things you do as vol-
unteers,” Marshall told the crowd. “You do
a huge amount of work—everybody has a
different job.”

People volunteer for a variety of reasons,
she said. But above all, people volunteer
for the happy faces it produces. The happy
faces on the people receiving the benefit
of the volunteer work, and for the smiles
on the faces of the people volunteering.

“Volunteers make a huge difference, and
this luncheon shows UTMB’s apprecia-
tion,” Marshall said.

Karen Alcott, a chaplain in
pastoral care who supervises

the lay chaplains, receives
flowers from members of the

lay chaplain program in
recognition of her time and

effort in the program.
Standing from left to right

are Eartha Dotson, Jeanette
Murray, Karen Alcott,
Dr. Dan Freeman and

Jim Rothgeb. Sitting is
Brenda Guitierrez.

Photo by Cathy C. Nall
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Javier Gomez, TDCJ chaplain, presented
Linda Hardeman with the Governor’s
Volunteers Service Awards. Hardeman is a
special programs coordinator in the School
of Nursing and a volunteer chaplain at the
TDCJ Carole S. Young Medical Facility for
female inmates in Texas City.
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CAMPUS REACTIONS

D R. C. JOAN RICHARDSON

Institutional Emergency
Preparedness Officer 

As the institutional emergency management offi-
cer, Richardson is among those responsible for
making sure the emergency plans are in place
and followed.

“I just sat back and watched a terrific group of
people do their jobs. These guys are really
good.”

M IKE M EGNA

Administrative Institutional Emergency
Preparedness Officer
and TDCJ Hospital Administrator

I want to express my sincere appreciation to
Kleanthe Caruso, our director of nursing, TDCJ

Warden Kenneth
Negbenebor and all of the
hospital staff who were
involved, especially those
who helped in patient move-
ment and assured continuous
care for all of the patients. I
also want to thank the man-
agement and nursing staff
from all over the campus
who came into the hospital

to help, the many others who called to find out if
any additional help was necessary, UTMB Police
Chief Charles Brown, Galveston Police Chief
Bob Pierce and Galveston County Sheriff Gean
Leonard for their assistance. Galveston Fire
Chief Danny Weber and the Galveston Fire
Department get a special thanks, and a prayer
from all of us.

D ENNIS H ASTINGS

Director of Pulmonary Care Services

When alerted to the fire in TDCJ we activated
our disaster response plan in the Department of
Pulmonary Care Services. A team led by me
assembled and entered the TDCJ hospital and
immediately went to the eighth floor to begin
patient evacuation if needed. A second team was
dispatched to the emergency room to await
arrivals from the fire scene, while a third team
assembled carts full of oxygen supplies and
portable oxygen containers for transporting and
stabilizing patients being relocated or evacuated.
The three groups communicated continuously
via cell phones during this period of time. When
it was determined that a full scale evacuation
was not necessary, a small contingent of thera-
pists remained in TDCJ to assist in patient
transports while everyone else involved resumed
their regular patient care duties.

When a fire broke out in the campus incinerator at about 1:30 p.m.
April 18, personnel from the TDCJ Hospital and across campus
responded without hesitation. They faced head-on the challenge of
continuing to provide care to patients while preparing for the possibili-
ty of also receiving patients in the Emergency Department as a result
of the fire. Hospital and TDCJ staff relocated inmate patients and
their care providers from the top three floors to other floors in the hos-
pital, without interrupting the safety of any patient, employee or the
community.

The fire demonstrated the dedication and professionalism of UTMB
employees, but because UTMB had never faced this type of chal-
lenge, it also served to demonstrate what worked and what needs to be
changed in our emergency response plans.

“I am pleased that our long-standing plan worked so well.
Fortunately, we have never had the need to fully implement the
fire/evacuation plan, but we now know that virtually all of the compo-
nents work exceptionally well,” said Mike Megna, UTMB administra-
tive institutional emergency preparedness officer and TDCJ Hospital
administrator. “We also learned several things from this experience,
and beginning as soon as the Monday after the fire we began drafting
changes and enhancements to the hospital plans.”

The fire started in the campus incinerator, which was closed for reno-
vations and upgrades at the time, and resulted in the collapse of the
incinerator stack, which is adjacent to the TDCJ Hospital. Within two

hours after it started, the fire had been contained by the Galveston
Fire Department, which subsequently conducted a floor-by-floor
inspection of the TDCJ Hospital. Fortunately, the fire did not pene-
trate the hospital facility. No serious injuries were reported, but a
few bystanders and employees were treated and released for minor
injuries and smoke inhalation. No patients were injured.

The cause of the fire has not yet been determined, but facilities man-
agement personnel believe the fire may have been related to demoli-
tion and upgrades in the area. 

“What caused it we believe, was work that was being done in demoli-
tion, and renovations that were being done in the building,” said Rick
McFee, assistant vice president of operations. “We believe a spark
from that work caused a fire in the smokestack area.”

During the emergency, UTMB personnel responded with profession-
alism and care. UTMB President John D. Stobo praised Galveston
emergency response personnel, including the Galveston Fire
Department, EMS, the American Red Cross and others for their rapid
response to the situation. He also commended UTMB employees,
particularly those who work in the TDCJ Hospital, who executed the
university’s emergency preparedness plan flawlessly.

“I am also proud of the many off-shift employees who stood ready to
come to their colleagues’ assistance if needed,” Stobo said, adding that
he was thankful no one suffered serious injury and that the damage
was limited to the facility’s exterior and was not substantial.

Photo by John Glowczwski

Galveston fire crews work to extinguish the fire outside the TDCJ Hospital. Trucks from all of the Galveston fire houses responded to the 3-alarm blaze.

UTMB, TDCJ staff respond well under pressure of fire

By CATHY C. NALL

Words such as “integrity, bravery, heroism and selflessness”
describe the efforts of everyone who responded to the recent
incinerator fire. And although these words could aptly describe
the four employees profiled below, these men were not seeking
such accolades when they performed their heroic deeds. 

As smoke billowed across the sky, operations analyst Steve
Madison and maintenance support technicians Donnie Tisdale,
Alan Sonntag and Mike Hill, all of Facilities Operations and
Management, knew instantly something wasn’t right. These

men were all performing their
jobs in various locations on cam-
pus when they realized the
exhaust stack on top of the
incinerator plant building was on
fire.

In mere moments, the four
made their way to the building and up the stairs, scaling the
long metal ladder that took them through the roof hatch. All
they saw were the flames spreading across the roof of the build-
ing, shooting from the piping that connected the incinerator to
the exhaust stack and that were . 

The men acted quickly. They retrieved the in-house fire hose
from inside the building, pulled it up the ladder to the roof and
began extinguishing the fire. Their actions prevented the blaze
from spreading and causing even more extensive damage.

Even after Galveston Fire Department fire fighters reached the
roof, these men continued to fight the fire until all employees
were evacuated from the building, just minutes before the
exhaust stack fell.

Later, when asked why they did it, they all said in unison, “It
was the right thing to do.”

Donnie
Tisdale, Mike

Hill, Steve
Madison and
Alan Sonntag
realized there

was a fire and
climbed to the

roof to try
and contain it.
Neither of the

men is a
firefighter.

Photo by

Cathy C.Nall

Four employees go the extra
mile to help contain the fire

WANDA TAYLOR

Nursing Program Manager,
Emergency Department

When I saw smoke pouring from the top of
TDCJ, I called the fire number 21211. I imme-
diately went down to the Emergency
Department to let them know. In the dispatch
center, I called Jennifer Nitschmann to notify
her of the potential problem. When we received
calls from the media, OUA was notified. Dr.
Mileski and Dr. Wolf were with me when we
saw the smoke. Dr. Mileski went down to the
Emergency Department to ascertain the need to
activate our external disaster plan. Jennifer came
down to the Emergency Department with
Donna Graves, the nurse manager for the
Medical Intensive Care Unit, and Tim Hilt. She
immediately began calling the Surgical Intensive
Care Unit, Medical Intensive Care Unit and
Burn Intensive Care Unit to see how many beds
we could potentially use to move patients if
needed. Transportation was called and Liz
Guisti coordinated the movement of stretchers
to the admit care unit to double up the space if
the need arose to house patients there.
Pulmonary care sent extra respiratory therapists
to the Emergency Department in case of the
need. We essentially pooled our resources for the
potential influx of inmates and staff as patients.
We were ready.

KLEANTHE CARUSO

Director of Nursing Services,
TDCJ Hospital

As the TDCJ hospital administrator on duty that
day, I strongly commend the TDCJ
Hospital/Nursing Staff and Correctional Staff for

their prompt and safe relo-
cation of about 127 patients
from the upper floors of the
hospital down to lower
levels. Patients were moved
safely and monitored closely
during the time that the fire
was contained in the incin-
erator and the “all clear”
was issued. During this

time, all hospital departments supporting patient
care in the TDCJ Hospital were either present,
or on alert and ready to receive patients. The
response from the UTMB campus community
was outstanding, as was the response from the
Galveston emergency, fire, police, and sheriff
departments. Patient safety and comfort was
maintained during the relocation. My sincerest
thanks to those individuals involved in this
tremendous example of cooperation and coordi-
nation. Again, we can be proud to say that
UTMB is here for the health of Texas.D AVID R. M ARSHALL

Executive Director
and Chief Nursing Officer

When the fire alarm started going off in the
TDCJ hospital, the air handling system automat-
ically shut down. There was no air conditioning
or air circulation until the alarm was reset. The
movement of 120 patients was accomplished in a
short period of time. The TDCJ officers and
nursing personnel were hot and sweaty. Sodhexo
responded quickly to a request to supply drink-
ing water and Gatorade. They also sent sand-
wiches for the staff.

JENNIFER GRANT BAER

Director of Quality Management &
Healthcare Safety

I was extremely impressed by the response by
the nursing directors who immediately went
over to TDCJ to help with patients. They were
also incredibly supportive with coming up with
ways to house the TDCJ patients in their areas if
needed. My department (Quality and
Healthcare Safety) came together to see what
they could do to help and beeped me to see if
we needed them to help move patients, and
when we did not, they asked Dr. Sexton's office
if they could help anywhere else.

My nurses went immediately to the Post
Anesthesia Care Unit (PACU) at Dr. Sexton’s
request to see if they could help with the
patients who would have to stay in PACU await-
ing return to TDCJ. They ended up not being
needed there either, but the fact that they were
willing to help with whatever they could says a
lot about their sense of teamwork. I am very
proud of my staff. They represent some of the
many positive aspects of UTMB.

“It was the right
thing to do.”RICK M CF EE

Assistant Vice President for Operations

In addition to monitor-
ing the situation from an
operations standpoint,
McFee was one of the
key UTMB officials con-
veying information to
area media. He was
quoted in outlets ranging
from The Galveston
County Daily Newsand
Galveston Fax to
Houston television sta-
tions and newspapers
around the country. “At

no time were prisoners out of control or unse-
cured,” McFee told reporters.

Photo by John Glowczwski



10 May 6, 2002 Volume 26, Number 9 

Dorothy S  Aalfs
Maria L  Abad
Nedira M  Abdowaise
Daniel  Abebe
Tonya L  Abel
Philip  Abraham
Kunjamma  Abraham
Mary K  Abraham
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Sandra K  Currie
Jean L  Dagostino
Darrell W  Dailey
Raymond G  Dale
Penny L  Dale
Ellen J  Dalrymple
Mary M  Dampier
Larnya R  Darby
Ann E  Darby
Sanat K  Dave
Chad D  Davenport
Chandra L  David
Abel A  Davila
Margarita M  Davila-

Klock
Helen M  Davis
Kimberly D  Davis
Jesse E  Davis
Margaret L  Davis
Susan M  Davis
James L  Davis
Jason A  Davis
David C  Davis
Carolyn  Davis
Deosha R  Davis
Brenda F  Davis
Traci R  Davis
Jennifer S  Daw
Pamela A  Dawson
Bjorn E  De Mander
Carolyn M  De Rouen
Linda L  Dean
Porfirio  Deanda Jr
Kathryn J  Decker
Arnel M  Defeo
Donald W  Defoore
Diana R  Dehoyos
David  Del Pino

Amy Z  Delara
Grace Z  Delara
Lora  Deligans
Eugene  Delossantos
Norma  Delpin
Kristina  Demont
Marvel A  Denard
Xiaoling  Deng
Dianne R  Deranieri
Ragini G  Desai
Carolyn  Dettor
Thomas P  Deupree
Steven D  Devine
Pamela S  Devlin
G L  Devries
Harold L  Dewberry
Mary E  Dewitt
Hong  Diao
Janie  Diaz
Cesar P  Diaz
Ramona  Diaz-Perales
Grace Y  Dickerson
Charles E  Dickerson
Robert K  Dickerson
Lori D  Dickison
Brenda J  Dickson
Frank P  Dimarco
Vivian A  Dimaunahan
Rosario C  Dimayuga
Debra A  Dimes
Norina  Dingas
Marilyn S  Dinklage
Anthony R  Dinuzzo
Jennifer G  Ditson
Dottina L  Dixon
Wilbur A  Dixon
Priscilla  Donahoo
J B  Dondonay
Ri Rainyl  Dorado
Lona J  Dorman
Judy G  Dorsett
Shirley M  Dorsey
Lanell I  Doss
Edna G  Dowson
Cynthia Y  Doyle
Anita L  Drohan
Ellarene R  Duis-Nittsche
Ronald K  Dujay
Connie S  Duke
Maria L  Dumon
Debra J  Duncan
Melissa K  Duncan
Cynthia C  Dunn
Cynthia R  Dunn
Cathy  Dunn-Charanza
Alvin R  Duplechain
Rosalind  Durbin
Florence A  Duru
Patricia L  Dutchyn
Ronald D  Dyda
Tony R  Eades
Greta  Earls Gillard
Marilyn G  Early
Christine M  Early
Barbara E  East
Sunny A  Eaton
Lillie B  Eaton
Beverly A  Echols
Michelle L  Edwards
Michelle D  Edwards
Bonita Y  Edwards
Doris J  Edwards
Kathleen M  Edwards
Earl  Edwards
Lucia A  Egger
Diana J  Eisnaugle
Jeanette L  Elias
Lydell  Elias
Karen D  Ellington
Valory J  Elliott
Joseph D  Elliott
Terri F  Ellis
Donna L  Ellis
Derrick R  Ellison
Jason M  Ellison

Barry L  Elsom
Tonya  England
David J  Engstrom
Diane L  Enriquez
Alejandro D  Enriquez
Ikedichi I  Enwere
Barbara L  Eskins
Elda A  Esparza
Maria J  Espinoza
Gloria  Esqueda
Monica M  Esslinger
Maria D  Estrada
Julissa  Estrada
Joe R  Estrada
Miriam A  Etienne
Tammy J  Evans
Lisa R  Evans
Tashanda N  Evans
Alan T  Evans
Stephanie M  Everling
Donna K  Everling
Anne  Everling
Edward L  Ezell
Joseph N  Fair
Shirley A  Fairchild
Janet  Fairley
Janey M  Fattig
Hortense  Faulkner
Jennie L  Faulkner
Beverly J  Faulkner
Joseph L  Faust
Carolyn M  Feland
Charlotte A  Fells
Brian G  Fenberg
Helen H  Fermin-Tan
James S  Fields
Sandra Z  Figueroa
Irma B  Fincham
Cathy E  Findley
Martha E  Fisher
Jacklyn L  Fisher
Bryan  Fisher
Jennifer D  Fitzgerald
Oscar J  Florence
Leona V  Florence
Raylene M  Flores
Roberto M  Flores
Ceridwen S  Flores
Tina M  Flores
Thomas R  Flores
Irma I  Flores
Mary L  Flynn
Valentina M  Fokina
Brenda  Fonseca
Sandra M  Fontenette
Diane  Fontenot
Charles L  Fontenot
Princesse A  Ford
Robert J  Ford Jr
Shirley E  Foreman
John W  Forsythe
Robert G  Fox
Linda S  Fraim
Vickie L  Francil
Rodolfo L  Francisco
Bernadiene  Francois
Doretheria  Frank
Lawrence Anthony

Franklin
Ronald C  Franklin
Cheryl D  Franklin
Timothy J  Franklin
Tracy N  Franklin
Thelma J  Frater
Pamela H  Fritz
Thomas L  Frost Jr
Bill H  Fullen Jr
Charles K  Fuller
Deena M  Fullwood
Martha S  Funkhouser
Kathy D  Furr
Maria V  Gagne

The TEXAS Program recognizes UTMB employees with perfect atten-
dance. Terrific Employees eXcel in Attendance Stewardship helps to rein-
force professionalism and reward reliability. The employees listed on the
following pages are those who had perfect attendance during the second
quarter and were eligible for a drawing for one of five $1,000 gift certifi-
cates, presented at the April 26 Earth Day celebration. 

See TEXAS on
page 11



Volume 26, Number 9                                                                      May 6, 2002           11

Johnny F  Gail Jr
Jaime A  Galindo
Jason M  Galindo
Elizabeth  Gallardo
Oscar  Galvan
Zeltee  Gamble Jr
Florencia  Gamboa
Wade A  Garcia
Belinda  Garcia
Janie M  Garcia
Linda C  Garcia
Debra A  Garcia
Aida A  Garcia
Benito V  Garcia
Stella  Garcia
Mark A  Garcia
Monique N  Garcia
Gabriela  Garcia
Hector M  Garcia
Rosa L  Garcia
Maria I  Garcia
Karen M  Garcia
Fredrich A  Garcia Iii
Darryl D  Gardner
Irene V  Gariby
Bonnie A  Garner
Leroy T  Garza
David  Garza
Anita  Garza
Jesus M  Garza
Raquel D  Gasaway
Alice M  Gatson
Linda F  Gee
Steven E  Gehret
Edward L  Geitz
Dessa M  Gemar
Michael R  Geml
Lally V  George
Cynthia K  Gerdes
Terri L  Gerondale
Paul S  Gesswein
Robert G  Getso
Retha D  Giannotti
Robin L  Gibbs
Jackie W  Gibson
Sonya D  Gilford-

Fontenot
Eugene C  Gill
Rosella C  Gilley
Cynthia  Gilmore
Teresa J  Gilmore
Lisa A  Ginapp
Elizabeth  Ginn
Leslie J  Glaeser
Tamara L  Glaze
Sandra A  Gledhill
Kristin Z  Glywasky
Ester  Godbold
Peggy L  Gohlke
Thomas  Goins
Pawel  Goluszko
Lisa R  Gomez
Maria E  Gonzales
Cristina M  Gonzales
Dolores P  Gonzales
Anita M  Gonzales
Gerardo  Gonzales Jr
Denise J  Gonzalez
Dora E  Gonzalez
Roberto  Gonzalez
Maria D  Gonzalez
Hector M  Gonzalez
Michael P  Goode
Joann  Goodman
Rachael E  Goodson
Clara J  Gore
Suleman W  Gowani
Kimberly R  Gracia
Elsa  Gracia

Rodger E  Graham
Kerry  Graves
Quindlynn G  Gray
Daran K  Gray
Georgia M  Grays
Annie R  Grayson
Barbara H  Greb
David Y  Green
Joann  Green
Lovenia A  Green
Robert C  Greenhaw
Beverly R  Greenwood
Amy L  Greer
Edward T  Greff
Michael A  Greyson
Mark C  Griffin
Ronnie D  Griffin
Dale O  Griffin
Orlando S  Grismore
Barbara A  Grissom
Gretchen M  Grunden
Chun-Ping  Gu
Alamar V  Guerra
Annie L  Guerrero
Brenda J  Guidry
Teresa J  Guillen
Debra  Gunn
Huiping  Guo
Cameron H  Guthier
Yolanda  Gutierrez
Bobbie J  Guyton
Sami N  Guzder
Norma  Guzman
Mary E  Hack
Linda C  Hackfeld
Laura K  Hafferty-

Houghton
Kathryn M  Hager
Patricia L  Hagler
Samuel S  Halcomb
Dorothy L  Hale
Lynn M  Hale
Shirley A  Hall
Henry W  Hamilton
Jaye A  Hamilton
Randall D  Hamilton
Randy T  Hamilton
Autumn R  Hamilton
James S  Handler
Jennifer A  Handy
Rosemary E  Hanicak
Lonetha C  Hanks
Billie J  Hansley
Willie J  Harden
Constance L  Hardesty
Tonya R  Hardy
Linda L  Hardy
William M  Hardy
Lou N  Harman
Helen L  Harmon
Elna D  Harp
Susan E  Harper
Eula D  Harper
Harris L  Harr
David A  Harrington
Darnell  Harris
Michael R  Harris
Patricia A  Harris
Mary E  Harris
Lisa M  Harrod
Rhonda J  Harshe
Joyce F  Hartley
Kimberly K  Hartnett
Heather  Harvey
Carol D  Hasette
Penny L  Hashop
Eugene S  Haskew
Wanda R  Hatch
Janet E  Hatfield
Barbara A  Haven
Beatrice H  Hawes
Delia A  Hawkins

Judy C  Hawkins
Thomas D  Hayes
Joan M  Hayes
Sheryl  Hayes
Sherry J  Haynes
You Ai  He
You Qun  He
Zhijun  He
Jamie L  Heffernan
Anthony D  Henderson
Cindy G  Hendren
Robert C  Hendricks
Anita J  Hendrix
Anesha L  Henke
Linda K  Hensley
Mary A  Hensley
Jennifer D  Herm
Benjamin A  Hernandez
Kathi L  Hernandez
Benita  Hernandez
Karen A  Herren
Andrellita L  Herrera
Juana D  Herrera
Diana  Herrera
Jack L  Herrington
Katherine D  Herrmann
Martha J  Hersey
Brenda L  Hesser
David D  Hicks
Donald  Higgs
Irene  Highberg
Barbara  Hightower
Vincent V  Hightower
Erica Y  Hightower
Gale M  Hightower
Bethann  Hill
Jolan  Hill
Julie  Hill
Shirley A  Hilton
Clara M  Hiltonbrown
Lanya K  Hines
Sandra E  Hinton
Carolyn L  Hinton
Ruby M  Hinz
Paula L  Hitchcock
Donald  Hlavinka
Thua-Thien T  Ho
Sharon D  Hodge
Cortney G  Hodge
Sharon A  Hoffman
Bernard T  Hofmann
Randall T  Hogland
Alton B  Holcombe
Dellie R  Holland
Lela D  Holland
Ena L  Holley
Deborah S  Holley
Bridget R  Holley
Evelyn M  Holmes
Muriel R  Holt
Kenneth M  Homer
Chao  Hong
James W  Honsinger
Mary  Hood
Lavenia K  Hooks
Tamitha S  Hoover
Lisa S  Horton
Bonnie L  Horton
Ellen J  Houde
Twilla J  Houston
Dana J  Houtchens
Cresia C  Howard
Jacqueline K  Howard
Sandra S  Hroch
Jell H  Hsieh
Jiping  Hu
Zhaoyong  Hu
Jing H  Huang
Lillie K  Hubbard
Evelyn C  Hubbard
Linda S  Hubbell
Clint A  Huckabay

James W  Hudeck
David L  Hudnall
Doreen  Hudson
Ann E  Hudson
Sandra N  Huebner
Juan  Huerta
Ena J  Hughes
Donna M  Hughes
Carrie M  Hughes
Catrena R  Hughes
Bobby L  Hughes
Johnette C  Hughes
Ruth C  Hughey
Jennifer M  Hull
Janis G  Hunter
Edward A  Hunter Iii
Sulena F  Huron
Linda R  Hutfless
Lisa K  Hutson
Seon H  Hwang
Lillie M  Hypolite
Emmanuel U  Ikpeama
Mona J  Interwicz
Idongesit E  Inyang
Omeda  Irving
Jeane A  Isbell
Yuliana  Ivanova
Catherine S  Ivash
Kirk L  Ives
Thomas M  Ivey
Shanta L  Jackson
Felicia F  Jackson
Billy J  Jackson
Betty J  Jackson
Polly A  Jackson
Shiemika  Jackson
Carmelita  Jackson
Sherrie B  Jackson
Carolyn P  Jacobs
Etta M  Jacquo
Jill D  Jahn
Harry F  Jahn Jr
Carolyn K  Jalufka
Sarah L  Jamerson
Evelyn R  James
Deborah A  James
Peter  James
Colleen R  James
Patricia A  James
Keisha L  James
Connie L  James
Lee  Jamieson
Beth E  Janda
Grace P  Jaramillo
Roy A  Javellana
Nanette E  Jay
Lelia A  Jeffero
Elizabeth V  Jefferson
Debra F  Jenkins
Birdie L  Jenkins
Terry R  Jensen
James E  Jermyn
Amelia B  Jimenea
Marie Y  Jimenez
Mollie A  Jinks
Constance R  Johns
Erica V  Johnson
Joyclyn M  Johnson
Kathia M  Johnson
Jabrawn V  Johnson
Sharon K  Johnson
Donna C  Johnson
Katrina S  Johnson
Kenneth E  Johnson
Juana J  Johnson
Peggy  Johnson
Marion L  Johnson
Canerika S  Johnson
Cheryl B  Johnson
Dorothy M  Johnson
Theresa A  Johnson
Mike E  Johnson

Sharon A  Johnson
Angela  Johnson
Johnie C  Jones
Patricia H  Jones
Vickie C  Jones
Lekisha R  Jones
Catherine A  Jones
Cecilia Z  Jones
Reidie J  Jones
Henry R  Jones
Carla D  Jones
Ruth C  Jones
Anita K  Jones
Margretta E  Jones
Shauna L  Jones
Millicent  Jones
Deborah D  Jones
Teresa A  Jones
Kathy S  Jones
Tyrone  Jones
Curtisha L  Jones
Ta Lula A  Jones
Sonia  Jordan
Deanne L  Jordan
Patricia A  Joseph
Frederick E  Josephson
Arlene F  Josey-Allen
Linda F  Joshua
David N  Josiah
Santhosh  Joy
Denae M  Juan
Anna L  Juarez
Jonique D  Justice
Joseph R  Kanewske
Patricia K  Kantowski
John W  Kantowski
Lata  Kaphalia
Derrick W  Karacostas
Christine L  Kegler
Jill L  Kelley
Rosalyn V  Kelly
Ella M  Kelly
James P  Kelly
Patricia A  Kennedy
Natalie L  Kennie
Shilpi  Khan
Bertha  Khederlarian
Ussaphea  Khuon
Thelma D  Killngsworth
Darlene  Killough
Emnette C  Kimpo
Linda S  Kindrick
Regina D  King
Juanita  King
Roy G  King
Derenda K  King
Nicholas C  Kingsley
Karen M  Kislingbury
Elnora  Kitchen
Tonya K  Kitchens
Kevin A  Kjornes
Frank J  Klementich
Lynda D  Klyng
Eugene  Knatt Jr
Carmela E  Knight
Drewe A  Knight
William X  Knoll
Mary M  Kocian
Linda J  Koenig
Tamara M  Koleng
Olusanya J  Koleosho
Andrei A  Kolokoltsov
Olga A  Kolokoltsova
Spogmai  Komak
James A  Koppe
Victoria  Korschgen
Geraldine A  Kovach
John M  Koziej
Stephen J  Kramer
Gena L  Krannig
Zbigniew  Krason
Barbara J  Krell-Wotipka

Clarence W  Kubsch
Amanda B  Kuenstler
Kaluarachchi K

Kumaralal
Mathen  Kuriakose
Elizabeth  Kurian
Susan  Kurien
Gail E  Kwarciany
Ricky E  La Belle
Gwendolyn J  Lablue
Linda C  Lackey
Linda J  Lacy
Barbara A  Ladd
Vickie Y  Ladner
Lavenia F  Lagrone
Norma L  Lahart-Cloyd
Douglas I  Laird
Nathan A  Lake
Mary V  Lambrecht
Monica  Lammes
Corazon P  Lancaster
Mary L  Landry
Russell A  Lanier
Maria R  Lara
Severiana R  Lara
Paula  Lara
Ada K  Larry
Troy W  Lartigue
William  Lartigue
Judith A  Larue
Vivian L  Latham
Donna J  Latham
Deborah K  Lavictoire
Tameka L  Lawler
Cavanaugh D

Lawrence
Tarance L  Laws
Noel H  Layer
Reynaldo  Lazarin
Dzung Q  Le
Bao D  Le
Rosa E  Le Blanc
Walton J  Le Blanc
John S  Leclair
Kenneth P  Lecompte
Eileen A  Lecompte
Rebecca C  Lee
Lucy L  Lee
Della A  Lee
Marilyn A  Lee
Gween E  Lee
Donald L  Lefeber
Rose Y  Lefeber
Cheryl A  Lehman
Janice M  Lemmond
Margarite K  Lemons
Maira  Lerma
William L  Lester Jr
Sharon S  Letney
Sherrie R  Levin
Jerry W  Leviston
Joe  Lewis
Li  Li
Hui  Li
Xiaolian  Liang
David W  Lidstone
Daniel A  Liebenthal
Betty L  Lieber
Christopher S  Ligon
Latonya M  Ligon
Latisha R  Ligon
Sandra G  Liles
Chengyie  Lin
Aimee M  Lindsey
Donna F  Linscomb
Claudia M  Linza
Marie  Liong
William E  Little
Donald W  Little
Deborah L  Little
Qiaoyuan  Liu
Jian  Liu

Tianshuang  Liu
Anne E  Llana
Conrad C  Lo
Michele M  Lockwood
Nellie  Loewen
Sebastian A  Lofaro Jr
Karmyn D  Loftin
Robert L  Lofton
Jane  Loose
Miguel V  Lopez
Paula A  Lopez
Teresa A  Lopez
Reynol  Lopez
Lori L  Lopez
Vidal  Lopez
Jose R  Lopez Jr
Linda F  Lott
Rubye W  Love
Marion L  Love Iii
Virgie R  Lovell
Mary A  Lowe
Laura Y  Lozano
Geneva L  Luce
Victor M  Luciano Jr
Beth A  Ludgate
Janine S  Luke
Teresa G  Luna
Zhezong  Luo
Carroll D  Lusk
Linh T  Luu
Lam H  Ly
Laura A  Lynch
Yinghong H  Ma
Xin  Ma
Donald L  Macdonald
Maria C  Machado
Katherine H  Machol
Thomas  Maciel
Lacreasia  Mack
Ann L  Macleod
Ian A  Maclin
Shawn P  Madden
Steven G  Madison
Terry M  Mahan
Joann  Mahoney
Phoebe N  Mai
Jasmine M  Majkowski
Sheil D  Makan
Robert A  Malaer
Deanna K  Maldonado
Angel D  Male
Carolyn Y  Malone
Nathalie M  Mangold
John P  Manley
Gerald W  Mann
Michael G  Manning
Earl S  Maples Jr
Gregory F  Mapp
Hubert  Marcus
Cynthia A  Marcy
Susan J  Mardis
Debra K  Marinelli
Debra  Marlin
Jean M  Marmarinou
Ruth G  Marquezsillima
Nicole M  Marshall
Minnie  Marshall
Patricia G  Marshall
Debbie R  Marshall
Elizabeth  Martin
Rosaura  Martin
Karen K  Martin
Nancy S  Martin
Dawn E  Martinez
Julie  Martinez
Natisha A  Martinez
Elizabeth A  Martinez
Lena  Martinez
Dora A  Martinez
Erica A  Martinez
Rosie A  Martinez
Tracy M  Martinez

Nancy R  Martinez
Robert  Martinez
Elvira  Martinez
Norma F  Mason
John D  Mason
Royceston S  Mason
Lawrence L  Mason
Robert L  Massey
Janet L  Massington
Laura E  Masters
Priscilla  Masvosva
Magdalena  Mata
Mariamma K  Mathew
Wilson  Mathews Jr
Rebecca S  Mathis
Margaret  Matthews
Marguerite M  Maurer
Steven J  Mavis
Karin K  Maxson
Penelope D  Maxwell
Linda R  May
Joseph L  Mayberry
Daniel C  Mayer
Laraine M  Mayfield
Darlene K  Mazzagate
Emmanuel  Mbidoaka
David N  Mc Call
Joanne M  Mc Collum
Dawn  Mc Murry
Deborah A  McCall
Paul  McCarthy
Silvira  McCartney
Regina M  McCaskill
Shirley A  McChristian
Maggie B  McClain
Nathan B  McClain
Mary E  McClelland
Jewel W  McClendon
Sharron  McCloud
Lynna J  McClung
Derinda K  McCray
Robin M  McCullough
Samuel E  McElhanon
Lyn L  McFadden
Marian M  McGhie
Elizabeth R  McGilvray
Margaret A

McGouldrick
Lillian A  McGrew
Roy W  McGuire
Dana K  McIntosh
George  McIntosh Jr
Tina J  McKnight
Deborah S  McLaughlin
Rosemary  McLean
Jimmie A  McMilln
Paula K  McNatt
Arthur L  McNeel
Andrew G  McNees
Vey M  McNeill
Joyce A  Meadors
Kim E  Meadows
Luis M  Medellin
Almira  Medina
Sylvia J  Medina
Deborah K  Medrano
Sylvia G  Medrano
Eva  Melson
Estefana  Mendoza
Paul A  Mendoza
Tao  Meng
Heather  Meriwether
Gizelle A  Metzler
Terry A  Michela
Vida A  Miclat
Ronald D  Middaugh
B J  Middlebrooks
Emily J  Mielsch
Sally G  Mihovil
Vanessa R  Mikosky
Mary L  Milazzo
Alphonzo P  Miller

Louise M  Miller
Laura F  Miller
Aaron L  Miller
Merle L  Miller
Pauline V  Miller
Samantha  Miller
Paula M  Miller
Tiare G  Miller
Kathryn E  Miller
Terri L  Mills
Linda A  Mills-Clarke
Heather L  Mines
Octaviano  Miranda
Ricardo  Mireles
Kathleen J  Misukonis
James D  Mitchel
Kimberly S  Mitchell
Diane L  Mitchell
Larnell J  Mitchell Jr
Wazir F  Mohamed
Sanath K  Mokkapati
Stacey S  Molen
Ashley R  Molis
Donna F  Molnar
Dana L  Monford
Frances J  Monroe
Louis A  Montalbano
Mary L  Montgomery
Paula C  Montgomery
Cynthia P  Montgomery
Mary C  Moody
Linda C  Moody
Precious A  Moore
Christina J  Moore
Kimberly K  Moore
Cheryl K  Moore
Paul M  Moore
Shirley B  Moore
Herbert  Moore Jr
Johnna L  Moore

Simpson
Rita P  Mora
Rebecca A  Morales
Domingo D  Morales
Georgina S  Morales
Charles B  Moreau
Esmeralda M  Moreno
Raymond  Morgan
Gaye  Morgan
Barell Q  Morgan
Darnell D  Morgan
James  Morris
Randal P  Morris
Jeremy D  Morris
Denise R  Morris-Trahan
Dava J  Moseley
Howard C  Moses
Delinda M  Mosley
Joan E  Moss
Willie  Moss
Charles G  Moss Jr
Lynette K  Mote
Sharon E  Motes
Danny K  Mott
Sandy A  Mouton
Patrice M  Mozie
David C  Muehe
Linda E  Muehlberger
Janet C  Mullen
Glen A  Mulvaney
Maki  Murakami
Jewel K  Murphy
Mary L  Murphy
Jeanie F  Musch
Ioseb A  Mushkudiani
Lila L  Muzik
Camilla S  Myers
Bobbye R  Myers
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Larry  Myles
Govind  Narasimhan
William R  Narron
Ruth A  Nashban
Belinda J  Nava
Melinda K  Navarro
Victoria M  Navey
Deena M  Neal
Monica I  Negrete
Diane R  Neiberger
Jeffrey L  Nelson
Henrietta  Nelson
Rhonda O  Nelson
Joyce D  Nelson
Roxanne M  Nemec
Carol E  Nemitz
Patrick C  Newman
James R  Newsome
Laura M  Newsome
Michael K  Newton
Hanh T  Nguyen
Long V  Nguyen
Huy T  Nguyen
Thuy T  Nguyen
Cindy G  Nichols
David J  Nichols
Jean A  Niles
Anthony  Nino
Joe R  Nolan
Edward  Nolen
Judy  Norris
Nancy A  Nowlin
Melissa R  Nunez
Steven J  Nussenblatt
Daniel J  O Rourke
Mary J  Oatis
Pamela L  Obrian
Tanya L  Obryant
Veronica R  Ochoa
Wynn Matthew M

Ochoa
Robert T  Ochoa
Charity L  Odom
James M  Odonnell
Monica A  Odonohoe
Nancy  Offill
Isaac C  Ohalete
Rita V  Ojeda
Elizabeth T  Ojo
Anthony E  Okorodudu
Folake O  Okunola
Genetria A  Olivier
Deborah A  Olsen
Lacey L  Olszewski
Stephanie G  Ong
Mary A  Onugha
Henry C  Onyekwere
Deborah J  Orewiler
Cynthia J  Orlea
Maria  Ornelas
Julia M  Orourke
Barbra  Ortega
Albert  Ortiz Iii
Philip  Oseimanu
Collin O  Osuamkpe
Betty L  Otems
Chris L  Otte
Margaret  Ottenbacher
Kristi A  Overgaard
Judy K  Ovesny
Vivian L  Owens
Paula S  Owens
David D  Oyler
Kelly A  Pacini
Douglas J  Paddon-

Jones
John W  Padgett III
Anita T  Padilla
Linda M  Page
Jennifer M  Pahkala-

Nelson
Judy K  Palmer
Sharon L  Palmer
Leslie A  Palomo
Jingzhi  Pan
Paritosh K  Pandya
Kam F  Pang
Gregorio P

Paningbatan
Marilyn M  Paningbatan
William A  Papania
Emilia V  Papavasiliou
Dee L  Parish
Heidi G  Park
Shelley K  Parker
Gwendolyn D  Parker
Vivian L  Parker
Julie K  Parker
Darla C  Parnellsmith
Margaret A  Parsley
Cedric W  Parsons
David A  Partlow
Dimpal M  Patel
Rajesh M  Patel
Urmila  Patel
Rosanette  Patrenella
Roxie L  Patterson
Christine A  Paukert
Nakisha S  Paul
Clarence  Paul
Debbie A  Pavlu
Flordeliza S  Payne
Louisa  Peabody
Dana K  Peach
Patricia L  Peacock
Deborah L  Pearcy
Shirley J  Pearson
John E  Pearson
Rebecca L  Peek
Ella R  Peguese
William Q  Peikert
Dolores  Pena
John M  Pena
Julia H  Pena
Angelita  Pena
Mary E  Pena
Debra L  Pence
Beverly A  Penson
Anthony J  Perea
Carmen L  Perez
Thomas O  Perkins
Maria D  Perry
Lyle D  Perry
Alice F  Perry
Christopher I  Pesl
Craig M  Peters
Kelly L  Peters
Marilyn I  Peters
Keith W  Peters
Ronald E  Petersen
Sarah E  Pfau
Shirley K  Pfeil
Khanh D  Pham
Tam  Pham
John N  Phann
Wayne D  Phillip
Deborah K  Phillips
Trina J  Phillips
Mary L  Phillips
Richard M  Phillips
Heidi  Phillips
Mary D  Piazza
Olimpia M  Piccardo
Ernest K  Pickle
Jorge  Pina
Linda J  Pines
Carmen V  Pittman
Mary K  Pittman
Deborah B  Pitts
Nancy R  Piwetz
Linda D  Plant
Jonathan E  Pleasant
Andrea  Poindexter

Francisco I  Ponce
Linda J  Poole
Carol A  Porinchak
Connie A  Porter
Sheila F  Porter
Christine D  Pospisil
Tommie J  Potier
Ronald K  Potts
Velma J  Powell
Nadya  Powers
Lowry E  Powers
Dana M  Prater
Constance E  Preas
Gail L  Prevost
Marilyn C  Price
Patricia A  Price
Lacinda  Proctor
William S  Pryde
Eloise  Pugh
Consolacion G  Pulido
Celina J  Punnachalil
Monique R  Puricelli
Cassandra  Pursel
Xian  Qiao
Gipsy R  Quiroga
Diana L  Rabago
Silvino V  Racoma
Mitchell D  Radicioni
Jay A  Rain
Daiawantie  Ramdass
Margaret  Ramirez
Leybi L  Ramirez
Margarita L  Ramirez
Judy L  Ramirez
Sylvia  Ramos
Zoila R  Ramos
Jose  Ramos
Leticia I  Ramos
Miriam  Ramos
Barbara A  Rancher
Michele A  Randle
Abraham  Raspaldo
Harlow M  Ratzman
Urmila  Rawat
Jacqueline A  Ray
Laura A  Ray
Michael A  Reardon
Kelli A  Rector
Veerannag J  Reddy
Lisa M  Reece
Emma J  Reed
Diana L  Reed
Sarah E  Reed
Wanda J  Reily
Michael R  Rendon
Marilda  Rennicks
Catherine A  Renteria
Roderick  Resio
Patti L  Revel
David Austin  Rex
Ricardo R  Reyes
Damien E  Reyes
Oneida A  Reyes
Sherry A  Reynolds
Sharon R  Reynolds
Timothy A  Rice
Dora M  Richard
Mark J  Richards
Sandra L  Richardson
Joyce A  Richardson
Claire T  Richey
Margaret A  Riddle
Emily B  Riffe
Susan L  Riley
John W  Riley
Ruben  Rincon
Robin R  Riner
Brenda V  Ringo
Ricardo  Rios
Cecilia  Rivas
Sandra M  Rivas
Antoinette  Rivas

Ma Rosa  Rivera
Tanya  Rivera
Boris R  Rivera
Kathleen M  Robards
Cheryl  Robbins
Deborah M  Robbins
Linda J  Roberts
Florence D  Roberts
Cassandra A  Robinson
Enrique  Robledo
Christina M  Rocha
Cynthia  Rodriguez
Annastasia S  Rodriguez
Eugene  Rodriguez
Antonio  Rodriguez
Guadalupe A

Rodriguez
Claudio  Rodriguez
Robert R  Rodriguez
Elisabeth B  Rodriguez
Julie A  Rodriguez
Lilia F  Rodriguez
Daniel  Rodriquez
Charlotte F  Rogers
Jacqueline D  Rogers
Ronald D  Rogers
Maria D  Rojas
Rodolfo  Roman Jr
Audrey N  Romar
Lisa  Romero
Mary P  Ronje
Francis L  Rose
Bonnie Z  Rose
Jimmy D  Rosenkoetter
Vikki F  Ross
Brenda J  Ross
Tammy J  Rostamian
Angela A  Rougeau
Stacie L  Roundy
Lisa M  Rowe
Margaret S  Rowell
Thomas D  Rowland
Regina D  Roy
Geneta B  Royce
James E  Royce
Maurice  Rubio Jr
Randolyn F  Ruby
Robert H  Ruffner
Ricardo P  Ruiz
Carrie B  Rush
Janice K  Russ
Beth M  Russell
Emily  Russell
Paul E  Russell
Richard E  Russell
Dianne G  Rutherford
Christopher K  Rutledge
Holly L  Rygaard
Carla L  Sabedra
Lucia  Salazar
Janie  Salazar
Lameko  Saldana
Anna M  Salinas
Sandee J  Salinas
Rita M  Salisbury
Michael G  Salter
Toniette M  Salyers
William Z  Samarneh
Gregory M  Samford
Rhonda A  Samora
Jain T  Samuel
Betsy R  San Miguel
Dolora C  Sanares
Thelma J  Sanchez
Francisco A  Sanchez
Dolores  Sanchez
Kevin D  Sanders
Candace R  Sanders
Patrick J  Sanders
Dennis  Santa Ana
Sabrina L  Saragoza
Raul R  Sarmiento
Julia E  Saulter

Mary E  Saye
Nancy L  Scaggs
Betty K  Scallon
Cynthia A  Schaeper
Ilona E  Schafer
Gary M  Schanzer
Patricia J  Scheer
Joyce E  Schells
Jason A  Schmeisser
Felino C  Schneider III
Hanna V  Schwab
Penny  Scolton
Mara L  Scott
Carlton P  Scott
Oliver C  Scott
Johnny B  Scott
Linda T  Scott
Mildred C  Scott
Steven L  Scott
Carolyn J  Scott
Kathleen A  Scroggins
Margaret M  Scull
Jesse R  Seelbach
Roger M  Seeton Jr
Linda  Seifert
Barbara S  Self
Thomas E  Seliga
Michelle D  Selvera
Valerie M  Semlinger
Fidencio G  Sendejas Jr
Dorothea  Senegal
Juan R  Serna Jr
Miguel V  Serrato
Debra  Servantes
Rocio J  Sevilla
Megan A  Sexton
Embralia L  Shabazz
Dorothy J  Shannon
Carole A  Shannon
Marion P  Shaver
Doris M  Sheffield
William C  Shelby
Pinkie M  Shelton
Jean N  Shelton
Mary A  Shields
Brita L  Shilling
Elizabeth H  Short
Lori A  Showalter
Peter G  Shuffle
Janie R  Shuptar
Darlene V  Sifuentes
Allan F  Silva
Lonnell  Simmons
Renard L  Simmons
Malisa G  Simmons
Linda K  Simmons
Debra E  Simpson
Josephine T  Sims
Ora G  Sims
Delois A  Sims
Shakuntala D  Singh
Margaret E  Singleton
Laverne N  Singleton
Donna R  Singleton
Darrell D  Singleton
Michelle R  Singleton
Lois J  Sipos
John W  Siverand
Vickie K  Siverly
David H  Skidmore
Charles R  Skufca
Elizabeth M  Slack
Larry G  Slaughter Jr
Kasie  Smajstrla
James S  Smickley
Helen C  Smith
Le Ochia N  Smith
Susan T  Smith
Susan J  Smith
Howard  Smith
Diana L  Smith
Sheila G  Smith
Joann  Smith

Cynthia Y  Smith
Linda M  Smith
Jean H  Smith
Renee J  Smith
Ted L  Smith
Herbert V  Smith Jr
Carolyn B  Smither
John D  Snider
Vanette  Soileau
Maria P  Solis
Johnny R  Soliz
Travis N  Solley
Sergey V  Solomatin
Kizhake V  Soman
Wei  Song
Juquan  Song
Dequan  Song
Misty  Sorrels
Mary A  Speake
Carrie J  Speights
David S  Spence
Benjamin E  Spicer
Renea  Spiker
Jini  Spruce
Sharon K  Sra
Kay C  Stamper
Ricky D  Stanfield
Bobby J  Stanford
Betty F  Stapleton
Susan W  Stearns
Jeanmarie H  Steele
Martha  Steen
Colleen  Stegman
Mary S  Stein
Mary A  Stell
Lisa F  Stembridge
Debra A  Stephens
Linda D  Stephens
Albert D  Stephenson
Jacquelyn J  Stevens
Linda K  Stevenson
Sharon P  Stevenson
Jeffrey A  Stewart
Sharon C  Stewart
Dianna L  Stiles
Vickie D  Stillwagon
Rhonda E  Stimpson
James A  Stone
Georgia G  Story
James S  Strang
Mary J  Strauch
Mary L  Stubbs
Edith R  Stultz
Cora M  Suayan
Yolanda L  Suayan
Contina D  Subjects
Sri  Suganda
Hymie T  Sukiennik
Brian M  Sullivan
Alice B  Summerville
Aleta L  Sumrall
Dayong  Sun
Sherri  Suszter
Carol M  Sutherland
Karen B  Sutton
Cheryl Y  Swan
Reid A  Swanson
Marsha L  Sweatt
Julie P  Sweeten
Kathy S  Sword
Mark A  Syers
Cindy A  Szanyi
Matthew E  Tacker
Diamantina A  Talavera
Jill K  Tapper
Donna D  Tarrant
Micki A  Taterka
Marion S  Taylor
P S  Taylor
Ila J  Taylor
Olivia L  Taylor
Angela M  Taylor
Sigrid  Teague-Cobb

Melinda A  Testa
John J  Thiel
Varatharasa

Thiviyanathan
Sarah  Thomas
Norma F  Thomas
Melanie A  Thomas
Reginald  Thomas
Dianna  Thomas
George  Thomas
Chelita D  Thomas
Lois  Thomas
Elizabeth A  Thomas
Frances B  Thomas
Sandra  Thomas
Runesha I  Thomas
Letitia N  Thomas
Sheryl E  Thompson
Douglas G  Thompson
Martha E  Thompson
Kim S  Thompson
Loletha  Thompson
Vernon E  Thompson Jr
Daniel C  Thorn
Patricia A  Thorn
Cynthia A  Thornton
Ronald R  Thornton
Jaime L  Thurk
Peggy D  Thurman
Alfonso  Tijerina
Melanie L  Tilley
Ruby L  Tillman
Melinda A  Tillman
Phyllis R  Tinsley
Larry  Tischler
Mary  Tobar
Kenneth  Tolbert
Wilson  Tolbert
Kajuanna L  Toler
Magdalena T  Toler
Susan M  Tomplait
Rosie E  Torres
Sylvia D  Torres
Jose  Torres
Maria D  Torres
John J  Tortorici
Paula D  Townley
Vickie M  Townsel
Mary G  Townsend
Amy L  Townsend
Amelia P  Travassos Da

Rosa
Angela D  Travis
Terri A  Travis
Lon S  Treannie
Margaret B  Trent
Pamela J  Trevino
Laurie L  Tribes
Beverly J  Trimble
Sharon  Trimble
Cuong H  Trinh
Jeanene M  Trochesset
Marjorie L  Tropea
Glenda F  Tryals
Marilou M  Tubig
Randy D  Tucker
Donna B  Tucker
Madalyn K  Tucker
Patricia L  Tullos
Teresa L  Tullous
Tamara B  Turner
Romelia  Turner
Brenda J  Tyler
Allen  Tyler Jr
Ray A  Upchurch
Rosemond  Uzoukwu
Esther A  Valdivia
Linda L  Valencia-

Stephens
Betty J  Van Hoeven
Barbara A  Vance
Catherine L  Vanda
Brenda M  Vanness

Deborah J  Vanover
Sarah E  Vansittert
Noel  Vargas
Aleyamma  Varghese
Brenda L  Vargo
Maria D  Vasquez
Elizabeth A  Vasquez
Terrill A  Vaughan
Julia  Vela
Dexter P  Velasco
Dean Jesse P  Velasco
David P  Velasco
Rizz  Vicente
Kasey C  Vickers
Clara C  Villaneuva
Bhavani  Vishwanath
David E  Volk
Monica M  Voncannon
Linda L  Vosburg
Victoria L  Voves
Alison W  Vuy
Nisha K  Wadhwa
Julie A  Waguespack
Evalyn D  Waire
Lucina C  Waldon
James C  Walker
Drew D  Walker
Tommie D  Walker
Bradley A  Wall
Millie R  Wallace
Carolyn F  Walling
Catherine M  Walsh
Leigh S  Walsh
Lijie  Wang
Nan  Wang
Shao F  Wang
Aixia  Wang
Xiaofu  Wang
Jianling  Wang
Yu  Wang
Debra K  Ward
David M  Wardlaw
Barbara L  Warner
Veronica A  Washington
Donald E  Washington
Douglas M  Washington
Pamela F  Washington
Robert L  Washington
Viola D  Watkins
Vera J  Watson
David K  Watson
Josephine E  Watson
Shanna M  Watts
Susan C  Weatherford
Dnae N  Weaver
Marilyn A  Weber
Jeffrey  Weisser
Emily F  Welch
Betty J  Welch
Stephanie A  Wells
Kuojung G  Wen
Doris M  Wendel
Melissa J  Wentz
Russell A  West
William E  West
Robbie E  West
Mary M  West-Johnson
Karolynn B  Westall
Marie A  Wheeler
Timothy G  White
Deborah G  White
Pamela Y  White
Terry L  White
Mary J  Whitehead
Constance E  Whiteside
Dorothy J  Whitley
Edward L  Whitley Jr
Keri R  Whitney
Jerry V  Whittington
Rita J  Wichlep
Debbie R  Wickett
Wendy  Wiegman
Stephanie D  Wiginton
Evelyn M  Wiley

Devinn L  Wilkins
Amber D  Willcox
Linda L  Willems
Rebecca B  Williams
Edward C  Williams
Lynda M  Williams
Vernie  Williams
Vashti  Williams
Dwight M  Williams
Michael W  Williams
Renata V  Williams
Tywanda M  Williams
Cynthia Diane  Williams
Susan M  Williams
Doris A  Williams
Warren W  Williams
Deana A  Williams
Christine  Williams-

Brinkley
Bridget Y  Williamsjones
Lissa M  Williamson
Wiley D  Willingham
Felicia C  Willis
Deborah A  Wilson
Betty L  Wilson
Maria A  Wilson
Margaret M  Wilson
Robert E  Wilson
Josephine  Wilson
Beverly J  Wilson
Barbara L  Winkler
Larry D  Winston
Pamela S  Winter
Mark L  Winter
Michele L  Wintle-

Newell
Jeremy D  Wiseman
Susanne  Wisner
Cynthia A  Wolf
Charlotte E  Wollam
Catherine W  Womack
Jick Y  Wong
Cynthia M  Wong
Michael L  Wonio
James B  Wood
Erica  Wood
Scott A  Woodby
Steven H  Wooden
Annette D  Woodfork
Barbara A  Woods
Brenda J  Woods
Anita S  Wooldridge
Trisha L  Wooten
Shirley P  Wooten
Likita  Wooten
Comelio  Wrenn
Tracy  Wright
Dorothy A  Wright
Margie W  Wronski
Bin  Wu
Betty J  Wyatt
Willie B  Wynne Jr
Ryan A  Yancy
Ning-Ping  Yang
Jimmy D  Yardley
Deborah W  Yardley
Maria D  Ybarra
Celeste J  Ybarra
Yumei  Ye
Yanping  Ye M.D.
Peter  Yen
Huaizhi  Yin
Cherry A  Young
June C  Young
Ruby M  Young
Sarah J  Young
Xiang  Yu
Jiali  Yu
Evangeline D  Yu
Karl D  Yu
Sylvia  Zavala
Guodong  Zhang
Wen-Ru  Zhang
Jennifer  Zirkle
Dragoslava D

Zivadinovic
Rebecca S  Zobal

TEXAS from
Page 11
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By JENNIFER REYNOLDS-SANCHEZ

The UTMB School of Medicine has creat-
ed twin associate dean of research posi-
tions that will be filled by former Chair of
Internal Medicine Dr. Don Powell and
Director of the Sealy Center for Structural
Biology Dr. David Gorenstein.

To his role Gorenstein will bring his vast
experience in basic science research, and
Powell will contribute his extensive knowl-
edge of clinical research.

Powell joined UTMB in 1991 as chair of
internal medicine. He brought with him an
extensive background as a distinguished
clinician, investigator and educator at insti-
tutions including the Harvard-affiliated
Peter Bent Brigham Hospital, Yale
University School of Medicine where he
completed a National Institutes of Health
fellowship, and the University of North
Carolina School of Medicine where he
established and directed an NIH–funded
digestive diseases center.

Among his many accomplishments at the
national level, Powell has served as presi-
dent of the American Gastroenterological
Association and chair of the Federated
Societies of Gastroenterology and
Hepatology. He also served on the
National Institute of Diabetes and
Digestive and Kidney Diseases Advisory
Council and was that council’s representa-
tive to the National Advisory Council and
Board for the National Institutes of Health. 

He was awarded the national 2001 Julius
Friedenwald Medal for a lifetime contribu-
tion to the field of gastroenterology by the
Governing Board of the AGA.

Gorenstein received his Ph.D. in chemistry
in 1969 from Harvard. Prior to his 1995
arrival at UTMB from the Purdue
University chemistry department,
Gorenstein was director of a National
Science Foundation biological facilities
center on biomolecular nuclear magnetic
resonance and director of an NIH research
resources center on NMR.

He has served during the past seven years
as the director of the Sealy Center for
Structural Biology and the Charles Marc
Pomerat Distinguished Professor in the
departments of Human Biological
Chemistry and Genetics, and Physiology
and Biophysics.

He serves as director of the UTMB NMR
Center as well as the recently formed Gulf
Coast Consortium in Magnetic Resonance,
a shared facility that includes UTMB and
other area institutions. Honors include a

Fulbright fellowship at Oxford University,
a Guggenheim fellowship at the University
of California–San Francisco, and being
named a Fellow of the American
Association for the Advancement of
Science.

Gorenstein’s research interests include
NMR spectroscopy of biological macro-
molecules, computational biology and drug
design. He has been particularly interested
in structure-based drug design and is a
member of a collaborative group funded
over the past five years by the Defense
Advanced Research Projects Agency to
develop antivirals for defense against
bioterrorism. 

“In their new roles, Dr. Gorenstein and Dr.
Powell will bring a greatly strengthened
level of leadership, expertise and organiza-
tion to the research programs of the School
of Medicine,” said Dean of Medicine Dr.
Stanley Lemon. “They will be jointly
responsible for enhancing interactions
between basic and clinical investigators in
order to meet the challenges of an interdis-
ciplinary research environment, and for
promoting the growth of physician-scien-

tists and translational research within the
School of Medicine.”

Powell and Gorenstein will each work half
time in the associate dean of research posi-
tion to enhance basic and clinical research
programs within the School of Medicine.
They will spend the remaining 50 percent
of their time on their own research.

“I think it will be a fun way to do it,”
Powell said. “I think if you work full time
you don’t have enough time for your own
research and, therefore, you’re not engaged
in the activity. This way we’ll be engaged
in our own research, and yet we’ll be
spending 50 percent of our time helping
the School of Medicine and the various
investigators who are faculty members.”

The pairing of Powell and Gorenstein in
this joint position is a progressive move by
UTMB. Because of major breakthrough
discoveries in molecular science through
the international Human Genome Project,
scientists now have the tools to bridge the
gap between basic science and human
health and disease.

“We now have tremendous opportunities,”
Gorenstein said regarding the profound
medical advancements the Human
Genome Project unleashed in 2001. “Last
year, for the first time, probably the most
fundamental, important event—I think—
in all of science occurred.”

Gorenstein explained that before the
Human Genome Project unlocked the
secrets of the human genome, scientists
did not have the technology to map and
sequence all of human DNA.

“For the first time we know who we are,”
he said. “We now have the genetic basis
for understanding all of biology and all dis-
ease.”

With these new scientific developments,
researchers are moving in new directions to
investigate effects and cures of human dis-
eases. In their complementary roles as
associate deans of research, Powell and
Gorenstein will help guide the School of
Medicine forward to ensure that UTMB
scientists are successful, have the
resources they need, and can combine
efforts with each other and with other
institutions to further their research when
needed.

Powell explained that the NIH grant
budgets have doubled in the last five
years. He plans to work with Gorenstein
to bring some of that grant money to
UTMB investigators.

“You can’t do research without money,”
Powell said. “We’ll be trying to help
young medical doctor investigators get
started and progress. Together we’ll cover
the whole spectrum of basic science to
clinical science.”

As noted by Gorenstein, “Both Don and I
really appreciate the opportunity that
Dean Lemon has provided us to help
build upon the successes in research we
have seen at UTMB in recent years.”

Gorenstein says the combination of basic
science and clinical science research will
promote and nurture multidisciplinary
research within the school.

“The clinical scientist and the basic scien-
tist cover a range of different fields,” he
said. “Each person brings to the program
different expertise, and we have a synergy
where we can accomplish so much more
by working together. The last century was
the century of technology. Many people
agree that this is the century of biology
and medicine.”

Gorenstein, Powell to serve as associate deans for research

“You can’t do research without
money. We’ll be trying to help

young medical doctor
investigators get started and

progress. Together we’ll cover
the whole spectrum of basic
science to clinical science.”

Dr. Don Powell

“The clinical scientist and the basic
scientist cover a range of different
fields. Each person brings to the
program different expertise, and we
have a synergy where we can
accomplish so much more by working
together. The last century was the
century of technology. Many people
agree that this is the century of
biology and medicine.”

Dr. David Gorenstein
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IN BRIEF

General Compliance training
offered in May, online
General Compliance training will be offered
from 2 p.m.Ð4 p.m. May 17 in the Levin Hall
South auditorium. General Compliance training
is an annual requirement to be met by all
employees each fiscal year. All UTMB employees
must meet this requirement by Sept. 1.

Registration is not required, however
participants will not be admitted to the training
if they arrive more than 5 minutes late. There
will be no exception to this policy. Bring a pen
or pencil as a final assessment is given in class. 

Training also can be completed online at
www.utmb.edu/online. Arrangements can be
made to offer training in your department. To
request a date for a department in-service,
please contact Angela Tyson at
amtyson@utmb.edu.

Free stroke screenings to be
conducted at island McDonaldÕs
UTMB, in cooperation with the American Heart
Association, is hosting a free stroke screening
from 1Ð4 p.m. May 22 at the McDonaldÕs at
5223 Broadway in Galveston. Participants 18
and older are eligible for a stroke risk
assessment administered by registered nurses.

No appointment is necessary. Screenings will be
offered on a first come, first served basis. For
information call (409) 747-8192.

Free hearing screenings offered
Fridays through May
Do you have difficulty hearing or understanding
speech? Do you have a hard time following
conversation in groups or noisy situations? Do
your friends and relatives think your speech
and/or language is difficult to understand? Do
you avoid communication because of a hearing
or speech problem? If you answered yes to any
of these questions, you may be experiencing a
speech, language, or hearing disorder. 

Since 1927, May has been designated Better
Hearing and Speech month.  An estimated 14
million Americans are affected by a speech and
language disorder and 28 million Americans
suffer from a hearing loss.  Speech, language,
and hearing problems can take many forms
and are usually treatable.

During May, The Center for Audiology and
Speech Pathology will be offering free hearing
screenings on Fridays from 8 a.m.Ð9 a.m. for
UTMB employees or one immediate family
member.  Children must be at least 5 years of
age. Please call (409) 772-7383 to set up your
screening or visit the departmentÕs table May
10 in CafŽ on the Court .

Job opportunity and education
fair planned in Houston
The UTMB Department of Human Resources in
collaboration with The WorkSource-Clear Lake
is hosting a Job Opportunity/Education Fair
from 10 a.m.Ð7 p.m. May 14 at the Arabia
Shrine Center, 2900 N. Braeswood in Houston.
Various UTMB Departments will be represented
as well as UTMB schools and area schools with
health-related programs.

Job seekers will have the chance to visit with
hiring managers about available positions in
their departments and in some cases on-site
interviews will be conducted. Tell your friends
to bring their resumes. 

For information about the job fair, or to reserve
a table for a department, contact Bobbie
Fincham, job fair coordinator, at (409) 772-
8874, or email bfincham@utmb.edu. There is
no charge to reserve a table. 

Nurse-Midwifery Educational
Program sponsors workshop
The University of Texas Collaborative Nurse-
Midwifery Education Program in conjunction
with UTMB Nursing Joint Ventures will present
the 10th annual Spring WorkshopÑEmbracing
Birth as a Rite of Passage.

The conference will be May 10 in the Levin Hall
Dining Room. Brochures and registration
information can be obtained by contacting
Barbara Townsend at btownsen@utmb.edu or
(409) 772-8326. 

BSL4 construction has begun;
deliveries routed to Keiller
Construction began April 22 on UTMBÕs BSL4
facility, and a construction fence was erected
between the Keiller and Gail Borden buildings. 

Deliveries and foot traffic in the area will be
affected. Deliveries normally scheduled

between the two buildings has been rerouted.
Trucks will be allowed to enter at the back of
the Keiller Building (south side) via Ninth Street. 

For pedestrian safety, there will be no foot
traffic permitted between the two buildings.
Additional UTMB police will be assigned to help
direct vehicles and ease any congestion that
may occur. 

For information, contact Susan Smith, FOAM
project manager, at (409) 772-1031. 

New U.S. Postal Service rates
to take effect June 30
On April 8, 2002, the Governors of the Postal
Service acted on the recommendations of the
Postal Rate Commission and approved the
changes in domestic rates, fees and
classifications proposed in the rate case
settlement agreement. The Board of Governors

Fresh perspective

Above, a crowd waits for coffee samples
at the new coffee bar featuring
Starbucks brand products. The coffee
bar is part of the renovations to the John
Sealy hallway. To the left, President John
D. Stobo speaks during the rededication
of the hospital chapel, which was part of
the opening celebration for the recently
renovated chapel and corridor. As part of
the project, the hallway received new
lighting, a sprinkler system, new
flooring, a remodeled gift shop and
larger restrooms. The second phase
continues as the John Sealy lobby
undergoes similar renovations.
Photos by Cathy C. Nall

Library to host
‘Impressions of
Reality’ exhibit
Moody Medical Library will feature
the work of local artist Susan Scott in
the upcoming exhibit in the Library’s
lobby. 

The display is titled “Impressions of
Reality” and will be on view during
the month of May.

Scott received her Fine Art degree
from the University of Colorado and is
now pursuing a career as a muralist.
She recently has completed a 1,500
square foot mural for the Texas City
Museum of History. That mural repre-
sents the history of flight and trans-
portation.

She has started a third commission in
Texas City, a 1,300 square-foot. ft. out-
door scene on saltwater fishing.

“The creative process is a challenge
and wonderful adventure at the same
time—a universal way to communi-
cate thoughts and feelings,” Scott
said. “I enjoy the monumental mural
projects, the walls become my person-
al canvas.”

“Impressions of Reality” will be open
during regular library hours, which are
7:30 a.m.–midnight  Monday–Friday,
10 a.m.–7 p.m. Saturday, and
noon–midnight Sunday.

See BRIEFS on page 15
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has directed these changes become effective
on June 30, 2002. 

Most UTMB Departments are planning budgets
for FY 2003. An 8Ð10 percent increase in the
postal budget should be considered during this
time. For more detailed information, go to the
U.S. Postal Services web site at
http://www.usps.com/ratecase/ 

PresidentÕs Cabinet accepting
proposals for 2002 awards
The PresidentÕs Cabinet Awards Committee is
seeking proposals for the 2002 PresidentÕs

Cabinet Awards. Proposals for support of up to
$50,000 are being accepted.

The theme of the awards is ÒCreating a Caring
and Healing Environment.Ó This environment is
centered around those systems, protocols and
partnerships which put people UTMB serves
first, and stresses compassionate care and
service. Projects can be based within UTMB or
in partnership with community entities. 

Proposal forms are available in the Office of
University Advancement, General
Administration Building, Suite 3.110, or online
at www.utmb.edu/cabinet. Proposals can be
completed online. The submission deadline is
4:30 p.m. June 14.

OF NOTE
Dr. Elsa Bello-Reuss, director of nephrology,
led Session I at the recent annual meeting of
the Texas Society of Academic Nephrology
(TXSAN) in Austin. She also presented ÒGAP-
Junctional Hemichannels are expressed in
human renal proximal tubule cells and activated
by ATP depletionÓ during the second session.  

�

Rudy Guerrero , assistant vice president for
planning and management systems, presented
a case study at the recent Pacific Regional
Conference of the Society for College and
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2001 Great Strides walk exceeds goal
Plans under way for 2002 event on May 19

University of Michigan Medical School graduate
student Sachin Patel explains his research project
ÒSympathetic Mediation in Cerebral Blood Flow
Alterations Induced by Spinal Cord StimulationÓ
at the 43rd Annual National Student Research
Forum poster session here in April. Each year
students organize the event to provide an
opportunity for medical students to present and
discuss their research with their peers. The
forum was established in 1960 at UTMB by a
small group of students and then Internal
Medicine Chairman Dr. James V. Warren.
Approximately 100 medical students from 44
medical schools and hospitals in the United
States and Canada attended the 2002 forum.
Photo by Jennifer Reynolds-Sanchez

See BRIEFS on page 16

Occupational Therapy honor
society inducts members
On April 5, six occupational therapy
students were inducted into the Nu
Chapter of Pi Theta Epsilon at the School of
Allied Health Sciences. inductees from the
class of 2003 were Stacey Davis, Veronica
Davis, Amanda Embrey, Kimberly McGrew,
Robert Shaddox, and Mikael Simpson.
These students became members of PTE in
recognition of their integrity, scholarship,
strong academic performance, and the
promise of a future of achievement. Dr.
Suzanne Peloquin serves as advisor for the
group. Pi Theta Epsilon (PTE) is an honor
society for the occupational therapy
discipline. The society  provides a vehicle
for professional, entry-level students
enrolled in accredited programs in
occupational therapy to exchange
information and to collaborate regarding
scholarly activities. Dr. Malcolm Cutchin,
associate professor of occupational therapy,
attended the ceremony as guest speaker
and honorary inductee. Delanie Bossier,
class of 2002 PTE President, officiated at
the formal induction.

Jennifer Raeke, executive assistant to the president, and
Dr. Dara Dallas, assistant professor of pediatrics, recently
received an award for co-chairing the 2001 Galveston
Great Strides Walk to Cure Cystic Fibrosis. The 2001
event raised more than $43,000, which was nearly double
the goal of $25,000. The Galveston event raised the most
money over goal among the Texas Gulf Coast chapter
events. 

Raeke and Dallas, both parents of children with cystic
fibrosis, are co-chairing this year’s event, too. The 2002
Great Strides Run/Walk is May 19 in Galveston.
Registration begins at 7:30 a.m. at the Oleander Bowl at
Moody Gardens, One Hope Blvd. Runners will take off at
8:30 a.m. followed by walkers. This year there are three
course lengths to choose from: 2.2 miles, 5.5 miles or 6.2
miles (10K).  Join any number of UTMB teams walking,
start your own team, or walk individually.  For informa-
tion, contact Raeke or Dallas, or call the Cystic Fibrosis

Foundation–Texas Gulf Coast Chapter at (713) 621-0006
or check out their web site, www.cff.org

Cystic fibrosis is a genetic disease affecting 30,000 chil-
dren and adults in the United States. A defective gene
causes the body to produce an abnormally thick, sticky
mucus. This mucus leads to chronic and life-threatening
lung infections and impairs digestion. Currently, there is
no cure. 

The Cystic Fibrosis Foundation raises money to invest in
medical research for better treatments and eventually a
cure for the disease. Money raised for the Cystic Fibrosis
Foundation is used to support a nationwide network of
more than 110 specialty care centers dedicated to treating
cystic fibrosis. Money also helps to support a network of
research and gene therapy centers at major universities in
the country. The foundation awards research grants for top
investigators and fellowships for basic and clinical
research.
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University Planning in Las Vegas. GuerreroÕs
presentation ÒPlanning for and Delivering a
Process-Based Student Services OrganizationÓ
described the universityÕs two-year project in re-
designing the way student services are
delivered on campus.

�

Dr. Martin L. Nusynowitz , professor of
radiology in the nuclear medicine section, has
again been selected by his peers to be included
in ÒBest DoctorsÓ for 2001Ð2002.  This
compendium results from a peer review survey
in which doctors are asked to name the best
clinical practitioners in their specialties.

�

Jodean Schmiederer , M.Ed., has been
appointed director of Student Life, a
department within the UTMB Student Services
Division. SchmiedererÕs responsibilities include
student activities, Student Government
Association, intramurals, Quest, student
organizations and student publications. The
Office of Student LifeÕs mission is to promote
and support studentsÕ personal and
professional development through campus &
community involvement. 

Schmiederer came to UTMB from the University
of Tampa where she served as coordinator of
leadership and student programs in the office
of Student Affairs. Her UTMB office is in the
Lee Hage Jamail Student Center, Room 2.130,
and her phone number is (409) 772-1996. 

�

Dr. Bruns A. Watts III , an instructor in the
Division of Nephrology, presented his poster

titled ÒAldosterone Inhibits HCO3 absorption
via a nongenomic pathway in rat medullary
thick ascending limbÓ at the recent annual
meeting of the Texas Society of Academic
Nephrology (TXSAN) in Austin. 

�

Dr. David Watson , an adjunct associate
professor of microbiology and immunology, has
been selected to serve as a Faculty Consultant

for the Education and Testing ServiceÕs
Advanced Placement Examination in the subject
area of Biology.  Watson will participate in
grading written examinations, as well as
contribute to the continuous evaluation and
fine-tuning of the exam. To be eligible to be
chosen as a faculty consultant, applicants must
be experienced teachers of the material in a
college course.  

�

Dr. William D. Willis Jr. , Cecil H. and Ida M.
Green Distinguished Chair, director of the
Marine Biomedical Institute and chairman of
the Department of Anatomy and
Neurosciences, became the first-ever recipient
of the Purdue Pharma Prize for Pain Research at
the Spring Pain Research Conference in April.

This new $50,000 award is designed to
recognize outstanding contributions to pain
research. It will be awarded every other year by
the Purdue Pharma Fund to an individual
nominated by his or her peers and chosen by a
selection committee comprised of leading pain
researchers from the academic community.  

As the recipient of this award, Willis presented
a lecture titled ÒRegulation of nociceptive
signals in ascending spinal cord pathways.Ó

AROUND CAMPUS

PEOPLE, NEWS AND EVENTS

Iva Ryan, standing center with
residents of the Edgewater
Retirement Community, donates
the pillows they make for UTMB
patients who have recently
undergone surgery related to
breast cancer. The heart-shaped
pillows are intended for patients
to hold against their chest
whenever then need to sneeze or
cough. The pillows also help
provide comfort while sleeping.
Rosemary Bivona, standing on
the left, and Carol Greaney-
Wurst, standing on the right, are
members of the UTMB Hospitals
Auxiliary.
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