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Here for the health of Texas.

Kempner Fund
to contribute
$1 million to
campaign

By J. CHRISTIAN MESSA

The Harris and Eliza Kempner
Fund, a Galveston-based family
foundation, has pledged $1 million to
help kick off UTMB’s $250 million
comprehensive campaign. This is

the largest sin-
gle commit-
ment to UTMB
in the founda-
tion’s 58-year
history. 

“We’ve made
this commit-
ment because
we value
UTMB’s
research and its

place in our community,” said
Kempner Fund President Barbara
Sasser, who received her doctorate in
biochemistry from UTMB’s
Graduate School of Biomedical
Sciences in 1983. “We hope that this
leadership gift will also encourage
others who care about Galveston to
become involved.”

“UTMB is a better institution
thanks to the vision and enduring
support of the Harris and Eliza
Kempner Fund,” said UTMB
President John D. Stobo. “For more
than five decades, the board has
contributed to a wide range of aca-
demic, research and clinical pro-
grams, thereby enriching the lives of
Galveston residents and advancing
health care throughout the state and
the nation.

LIVING THE DREAM

By JENNIFER REYNOLDS-SANCHEZ

UTMB students and employees came
together Friday, Jan. 16, with Galveston
County community members to celebrate
the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. The 18th annual celebration spon-
sored by the UTMB Office of Equal
Opportunity and Diversity included a
luncheon and an evening reception and
awards ceremony.

Hundreds attended the luncheon of
Southern fare. Melvin Williams, director of
the Office of Equal Opportunity and
Diversity, welcomed guests and praised
UTMB President Stobo for his efforts to
maintain a multicultural campus.

Michael Jackson, director of St. Vincent’s
House, a comprehensive family communi-
ty outreach center for Galveston’s under-
served populations, also welcomed guests
and invited the community to attend the
numerous festivities happening in
Galveston in the following days to cele-
brate King’s life.

Tamika White and Ashleigh Kennedy then
gave a moving performance that included
dancing, monologues and poetry about the
struggles African Americans have experi-
enced and overcome. 

The grand finale of the event came when
award-winning television and stage actor
Charles Jackson performed a poignant
interpretation of the speech King delivered
after marching for three days from Selma
to Montgomery, Alab., for equal rights in
March 1965.

“The battle is in our hands. And we can

answer with creative nonviolence the call
to higher ground to which the new direc-
tions of our struggle summons us,” Jackson
recited. “The road ahead is not altogether
a smooth one. There are no broad high-
ways that lead us easily and inevitably to
quick solutions. But we must keep going.”

The celebration continued that evening at
the Central Cultural Center in Galveston. 

A large audience enjoyed hors d’oeuvres as
keynote speaker George Wright, president
of Prairie View A&M University, spoke

UTMB, community celebrate legacy
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Service Awards were presented the evening of Jan. 16, at the Central
Cultural Center in Galveston. The awards recognize university employees and faculty who have
made significant efforts to promote equality of all individuals without regard to race, gender,
national origin, age, sexual orientation or disabilities. The 2004 recipients, pictured from left to
right, are Doug Matthews, Office of Community Outreach director of external affairs; Greg
Samford, senior applications system analyst; Christine Comer, assistant vice president for public
affairs; and Dr. Robert Tesh, professor of pathology.

See KING on Page 12

about the true meaning of Martin Luther King Jr. Day. 

He recalled the excitement when King would visit
Lexington, Ky., Wright’s childhood hometown. He also
remembered the confusion, anger and sadness he felt
when he learned that King had been killed.

Wright said that soon after the civil rights leader’s death,
educational opportunities began to surface for African
American students.

Through scholarship programs, Wright attended and
received degrees from the University of Kentucky and
Duke University. He credited King’s legacy for those
opportunities and encouraged the audience to support
children and senior citizens.

“How do we continue the dream?” he asked. “Be advo-
cates for the most vulnerable people in our society.”

The evening concluded with the presentation of the
Martin Luther King Jr. Service Awards by Williams. The
awards recognize university employees and faculty who
have made significant efforts to promote equality of all
individuals without regard to race, gender, national ori-
gin, age, sexual orientation or disabilities.

Candidates are nominated and the winners are chosen
by a committee. The 2004 recipients are Christine Comer,
assistant vice president for public affairs; Greg Samford,
senior applications system analyst; Doug Matthews, Office

of Community Outreach director of external affairs; and
Dr. Robert Tesh, professor of pathology.

Comer was nominated because of the compassion and
respect she shows her staff. Nominator and administra-
tive secretary Eva Tillmon described Comer as a
“remarkable example of what equality and fair treat-
ment really means.”

Samford was nominated by psychiatry professor Dr.
Charles E. Holzer III for “emulating the high standards
of commitment demonstrated in the life of Dr. Martin
Luther King” through his work with numerous commu-
nity services. 

Matthews was praised by Becky Walsdorf, executive
director of community health promotions in the Office
of Community Outreach, for his efforts to ensure on
“both a professional and personal level that appropriate
persons in Washington, D.C., and throughout the state
are aware of Galveston and the community’s needs.”

Tesh was nominated by graduate student Elena Sbrana for
his commitment to a multiethnic working environment.

“In his laboratory, you will find workers from Russia,
South America, Europe—everywhere,” Sbrana wrote.
“With all this diversity, he managed to create a friendly
and fast-paced work environment where differences in
language or culture or race are not important anymore
because everybody is working together towards a com-
mon goal.”

Award-winning television and stage actor Charles Jackson
performed an interpretation of the speech Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. delivered after marching for three days from Selma to
Montgomery, Ala., for equal rights in March 1965. The
performance was part of the UTMB campus celebration of
King’s life on Jan. 16 in Levin Hall.

KING  from Page 1

THE UTMB CAMPAIGN

See KEMPNER on Page 2



2 February 9, 2004 Volume 28, Number 2 Volume 28, Number 2                                                                      February 9, 2004           11

Vice President for 
University Advancement

Susan H. Coulter

Assistant Vice President
for Public Affairs

Chris Comer

Director of Publications
Mary Havard

Editor
Heidi Lutz

Contributing Editors 
Tom Curtis, Jim Kelly, Judie L.

Kinonen, J. Christian Messa, Cathy
Nall, Jennifer Reynolds-Sanchez and

Seena Simon

Art Director
Mark Navarro

Impact is the semimonthly newsletter of

the University of Texas Medical Branch

at Galveston (UTMB). Published by the

Office of University Advancement, it is

distributed free of charge in support of

UTMB’s education, patient care and

biomedical research objectives.

Contact us
Email: impact.oua@utmb.edu

Phone: Heidi Lutz 

Ext. 28710 (editor)

(409) 772-2618 (Public Affairs)

Campus mail route: 0144 

U.S. Postal address:

UTMB

Office of University Advancement

301 University Boulevard

Galveston, Texas 77555-0144

Submissions

The deadlines for submissions to be

considered for the Calendar, People

and Briefs sections of Impact is noon,

one week prior to publication.

Inclusion of all other articles is

determined by the Public Affairs staff.

Content is generally scheduled two to

four editions in advance. Items

submitted for consideration are

subject to editing for style and length.

UTMB Fraud
and Abuse Hotline

1 (800) 898-7679
Your guide to honesty!

� To report suspected waste, abuse and
fraud.
� All calls are strictly confidential and

anonymous.
� Available 24 hours a day, 365 days a

year.

Numbers
to know

UTMB Suggestion Box

www.utmb.edu/esp/
� Have a good idea to make UTMB a

better place to work, or a better place
to be a patient? Log on to the web site
and send your suggestion to the
people who can make it happen.

� No web access? Drop your suggestion
in the box on campus.

UTMB Logo Guidelines
www.utmb.edu/identity_system

� Log on for information to help you understand and properly

apply the UTMB Identity System to your promotional

materials, including publications, web sites, speciality items

and videos. 

(409) 772-2618

� Call Public Affairs if you have any questions, or to arrange for

the required institutional review of your promotional materials.

“We’re at the beginning of the campaign,
and it’s important for those closest to the
institution to make pace-setting gifts and
set an example for others in the communi-
ties we serve,” Stobo said. “I’m deeply grat-
ified that the board responded to our
request for support with the largest gift in
the Kempner Fund’s history.” 

Founded in 1946 by descendants of Harris
and Eliza Kempner, the Kempner Fund
focuses its giving on health and human
services, community development, educa-
tion, and arts and historic preservation.
More than 80 percent of its grants go to
Galveston nonprofit organizations.

“Historically, the fund has always been
focused on Galveston, and the connection
of UTMB to Galveston is always there,”
said Houston obstetrician and gynecologist
Peter Kempner Thompson. A graduate of
UTMB’s School of Medicine, Thompson is
also the grandson of its first chairman of sur-
gery, J.E. Thompson, and was a member of
the Kempner Fund board at the time the
record-setting commitment was made.
“There are people in the community who
need help, and one way to give them help
is through better health care. UTMB is the
perfect vehicle for that.”  

Not counting this most recent gift, the
Kempner Fund has contributed more than
$5 million to UTMB, including endow-
ments for scholarships and five named pro-
fessorships and distinguished professorships
in genetics, medical humanities, child psy-
chiatry, cognitive rehabilitation and radia-
tion oncology. 

The fund has enriched educational pro-
grams both for UTMB students and for sec-
ondary school students and undergraduates
considering careers in the health sciences.
Among other educational programs, the
fund’s commitment has been demonstrated
time and again through grants to UTMB’s

schools of Medicine, Nursing, Allied Health
Sciences and Graduate Biomedical
Sciences; the establishment of numerous
lectureships; significant support for a sum-
mer undergraduate research program and
summer science camps geared for
Galveston-area students and teachers; and
much more. The fund has also contributed
to clinical programs that range from fighting
breast cancer to making hospitalization less
stressful for UTMB’s youngest patients. 

“Theirs is a rich legacy,” said Stobo, who
noted that members of the board are
remarkable for the amount of time, energy
and talent they personally contribute to the
local community. 

Of the nine voting board members, seven
are Kempner family members. When the
commitment to UTMB was made in
December 2003, the board consisted of
Sasser, Jack Currie, Peaches Kempner, I.H.
“Denny” Kempner III, Rabbi Jimmy
Kessler, Robert Lynch, Lyda Ann Thomas,
Dr. Peter Thompson and Daniel Thorne.
Three emeritus members, including com-
munity leader and former fund chair
Leonora “Nonie” Thompson, are also
active. Elaine Perachio has been the fund’s
executive director for the past 15 years. 

“It’s hard to imagine what Galveston would
be like without the Kempner Fund,” said
Currie, a retired investment securities exec-
utive. “They’re in every walk of life here.”
In addition to UTMB, the fund has provid-
ed leadership support to the Galveston
Historical Foundation, the Grand 1894
Opera House, the Texas Seaport Museum
and numerous social service charities.

But the relationship to the university has
been especially close. Nonie Thompson is
the daughter-in-law of UTMB’s first chair of
surgery. Harris L. “Shrub” Kempner Jr. con-
tributed his time and effort as chair of the
university’s capital campaign during the
1990s and is co-chair of the present cam-

paign. He and his mother, Ruth Kempner,
both serve on UTMB’s Development
Board, which he has chaired twice.  

In fact, Kempner family members have per-
sonally contributed more than $2 million to
the university. Most recently, Randall T.
Kempner and Harris L. “Branch” Kempner
III, grandsons of Ruth Kempner, estab-
lished a professorship in her honor in
UTMB’s Department of Radiation
Oncology. 

“I’m proud to be part of a family that’s sup-
porting UTMB,” said Kempner Fund board
member Lyda Ann Thomas, a Galveston
civic leader now serving her sixth year on
the city council.

She explained that she has been aware of
the Kempner connection with the universi-
ty since her childhood, when her grandpar-
ents, I.H. and Eliza Kempner, invited
everyone from the university’s president to
medical and nursing students to the family’s
traditional Christmas party.

“The Sealy family and the Moody family
have also given the university terrific sup-
port,” she said. “We hope that other people
in Galveston will step up and support
UTMB as well.”

The five-year comprehensive campaign,
which officially began Sept. 1, 2003, focuses
on four broad-based areas that are critical to
public health: improving access to care;
teaching the art and science of health care;
infectious diseases, biodefense and vaccine
development; and longevity, chronic condi-
tions and neurological recovery. Campaign
initiatives will benefit programs of excel-
lence in all four UTMB schools; scholar-
ships to support promising students; endow-
ments to help attract and retain the best
faculty; university-wide research; clinical
care programs; and capital improvements to
further the university’s mission.

KEMPNER from Page 1

Timeless Values, Pioneering Solutions
UTMB’s Comprehensive Campaign

AROUND CAMPUS

PEOPLE, NEWS AND EVENTS

‘Commit to Fit’
UTMB launches employee fitness campaign

Editor’s Note: This letter from President John
D. Stobo originally was distributed via email
and the Internet.

It’s a new year, one fresh and full of
promise. I’m sure many of you have

started this year with a set of resolutions,
and some of those may relate to your
health. You may have pledged to drop a
few pounds, watch what you eat, manage
your stress better, or get more exercise.

At UTMB, we want to help you succeed.
We care about your health and the health
of your family. We want to make 2004 a
year of health and fitness for the UTMB
community, and we’re going to commit

time, energy and resources to make it hap-
pen. If you’re willing to meet us halfway,
UTMB will be here to help you.

The university has a solid foundation of
employee wellness initiatives and pro-
grams already in place. You may already
know or use some—perhaps you’ve partic-
ipated in a health walk, visited the Alumni
Field House, taken a smoking cessation
class or joined one of the “Training for
Life” sessions. We’ll be building upon and
communicating with you about these and
other existing programs. We’ll also be
looking for and creating additional oppor-
tunities on campus and in the community

for you to get active and healthy.

Why the effort, especially at such a busy,
exciting and challenging time in the uni-
versity’s history? 

It’s the right thing, for you personally and
for us as an organization. Good health and
fitness contribute significantly to the qual-
ity of your life. We want you to be happy
and healthy—it’s consistent with our
objective of creating a caring environment
at UTMB. We also know that even mod-
erate exercise can yield dramatic improve-
ments in health. A healthier work force is
more productive, feels better, misses
fewer days due to illness, and has a better

outlook on life. All of this translates to a
more positive workplace. A more fit work-
force may also provide employees an eco-
nomic benefit, with better rates on our
health insurance. 

Watch for more information and news
about our “Commit to Fit” initiative in
the coming weeks. If you have any ques-
tions or ideas for us to consider related to
employee wellness or health promotion,
send it to us at get.fit@utmb.edu.  If
you’ve made a resolution to get healthier
in 2004, we’ll be here to make this the
year it comes true. 

Mary Aceves

Janet Aguilar

Alma Alaniz

Virginia Alaniz

Amy Alfaro

Thomas Allen

Maria Almanza

Gina Almendarez

Carmen Altamirano

Cynthia Anda

Angleton Clerks

Angleton Providers

Angleton Staff

Lynn Arena

Melissa Arguijo

Claudia Arriola

Nansi Avila

Stacy Ballance

Erika Barcenas

Celia Barrera

Beaumont Staff

Vicky Bedoya

Julee Behrens

Kathy Bennett

Erica Bette

Lekisha Betts

Jan Billups

Veronica Borbor

Faye Bounds

Tracie Boyd

Valerie Bray

Judith Briggs

Vickie Broderick

Amanda Brooks

Ray Buenrostro

Aurelia Burciaga

Keri Burk

Susan Cain

Nancy Cantu

Rosemary Carter

Erika Castro

Luz Castro

Belia Chacon

Wanda Clamon

Debra Clark

Eugenie Clement

Conroe Bioterrorism

Team

Conroe WIC Clerks

Bea Coronado

Joyce Crabtree

Sarah Craig

Angela Criswell

Mary Cuellar

Anna Cuevas

Diane Danysh

Abel Davila

Gabriela De Leon

Carmen Dias

Charlye Dollins

Esther Dominguez

Elisabeth Engle

Josie Escalera

Juanita Escamilla

Rebecca Ewah

Graciela Falcao

Elizabeth Flores

Rudy Francisco

Aileen Franklin

Julie Gallart

Alba Galvez

Dianna Gaona

Guadalupe Garcia

Isabel Garcia

Nancy Garcia

Nora Garcia

Oralia Garcia

Rosa Garcia

Cynthia Garza

Deana Gehring

Alfredo Gei

Tamara Glaze

Carolyn Glenney

Elizabeth Gloria

Esther Godbold

Katherine Golden-

Beck

Helen Gonzales

Mary Grear

Velma Gutierrez

Yolanda Gutierrez

Norma Guzman

Willie Jean Harden

Lynn Harris

Sandy Heath

Lauren Hendricks

Sheryl Henry

Amy Hernandez

Benita Hernandez

Lupita Hernandez

Patty Hill

Leslie Huerta

Beth Janda

Kim Johnson

Sandra Jones

Sonia Jordan

Karleen Kizzee

Debbie Koudela

Lynette Laas

Christina Lara

Diana Ledwith

Floy Lewis

Janice Lewis

Mary Lowe

Yolanda Marrufo

Adela Martinez

Monica Martinez

Eunice Martinex-

Kitchen

Juana Mata

Rebecca Sue Mathis

Debbie McCarthy

Sharron McCloud

Cathy McLean

Almira Medina

Ronald Medina

Idalia Mercado

Veronica Mercado

Anabelle Mier

Tonja Mitscherling

Kathy Moff

Leslie Moore

Patricia Morales

Theresa Morales

Yolanda Morin

Patty Nami

Priscilla Narvaez

Belinda Nava

Diane Neiberger

Cynthia Nelson

Dianna Neubauer

Mary Jane Oatis

Gloria Olivares

Veronica Olivo

Marvelia Ortiz

Rosa Ortiz

Lisa Ott

Linda Otto

Lisa Pacheco

PCP Clerks and

Financial Counselors

Sandy Peppers

Deanna Daisy Perez

Terry Perez

Paula Pittman

Lynette Pullen

Brenda Ramagnoli

Bianet Ramirez

Maria Ramirez

Sarah Rebuelta

Mary Reed

Cathy Renteria

Margaret Riddle

Barbara Rideout

Cotrina Roberts

Kelly Roberts

Mary Rodriguez

Margaret Rosas

Elsa Rubio

Elena Sanchez

Deborah Scott

Jessica Sens

Silsbee Staff

Crystal Smith

Ana Somma-Garcia

Katie South

Pat Stovall

Sandy Tegeler

Texas City Staff

Maria Torres

Sandy Towers

Matha Trevino

Carmen Tristan

Diana Tullos

Joan Uncapher

Mary Helen Vargas

Jessica Ventura

Mary Lou Vickery

Victoria Clerical

Support Staff

Ana Villanueva

Beatrice Villanueva

Teresa Villanueva

Monica Voncannon

Mary Ellen Wahlheim

Deborah Walker

Linda Walker

Sharon Weber

Lara Whidden

Veronica Whitaker

Karen Wilcox

Roble Wilemon
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Stephanie Williams
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Cynthia Wimberly

Charlotte Wollam

Rosa Wollam

Kathy Wurzlow

Sonia Ysquierdo

Patricia Zavala

Margaret Zimmerle

Regional Maternal and Child Health Program names Honor Roll members
The UTMB Regional Maternal and Child Health Program had its annual conference in
December where more than 400 employees gathered to focus on continuing education,
accomplishments, and the Fish! Philosophy, which is a new concept to help bring life
and energy to the workplace.  

As part of the conference, employees and supervisors have the opportunity to recognize
those who have gone above and beyond the call of duty in the provision of excellent
customer service, safety or cost containment, and/or have exemplified the Principles of
Service at work or in the community. These “Honor Roll” nominations are then com-
piled, bound and showcased at the conference so that everyone can read about their
accomplishments. 

These employees are the 2003 Regional Maternal and Child Health Program Honor Roll. 
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By J. CHRISTIAN MESSA

Eight-year-old Harry Kelso Jr. was taking a
spelling test in his Texas City classroom
the morning of April 16, 1947. His school
was about a mile from the Texas City har-
bor, where a freighter loaded with explo-
sive ammonium nitrate fertilizer was burn-
ing. The city’s firefighters had been strug-
gling to extinguish the blaze when the ship
erupted into a mammoth fireball, creating
a smoke column nearly 2,000 feet high.

More than 56 years later, Kelso, now a
physician in Galveston, still does not
remember the word he was trying to spell
correctly when the blast from the exploding
ship hammered his school. He can easily
recall what happened afterward, however.

“The explosion blew a roller window
shade off, and it landed in between two
desks in front of me as I tried to get out,”
Kelso said. “The classroom’s door was off
its hinges.”

When Kelso and the rest of his third-grade
classmates ran outside, they heard pieces of
shrapnel whizzing through the air and land-
ing on the school playground. Kelso’s
father, meanwhile, had been gravely
injured in the initial blast of what would
become known as the Texas City Disaster,
the worst industrial accident in U.S. history.

On nearby Galveston Island, Dr. Truman
G. Blocker Jr. was performing surgery in a
UTMB operating room when the S.S.
Grandcamp exploded. Surgical instruments
bounced on Blocker’s tray. He ran to a win-

dow to witness a mushroom cloud rising
above Texas City.

“Having a lot of information about the
atomic bomb, I thought this was one and
that World War III had started,” Blocker
once said in an interview.

Kelso’s father, a Monsanto Chemical Plant
engineer, was rushed to UTMB along with
many other injured people. Harry Kelso
Sr. had been watching the Grandcamp
burn from his Monsanto office, about 300
yards from the ship. The explosion shat-
tered his office window; he suffered
severe facial lacerations and nearly lost his
right arm as a result.

Blocker and his surgical team repaired the
damage to the elder Kelso’s face and arm. 

“In later years, we could hardly see a
[facial] scar,” Dr. Kelso said. “It was very
remarkable.”

In gratitude for Blocker’s work on his
father, Kelso and his wife, Margaret,
recently made a commitment to establish
the Harry B. and Marie S. Kelso Endowed
Blocker Scholarship at UTMB. The schol-
arship, named in memory of Kelso’s par-
ents, will benefit deserving students in the
university’s M.D./Ph.D. combined degree
program. Graduates of the program will
become leaders in advancing medicine,
using their background in basic and clinical
sciences to translate research results into
clinical practice. 

The Kelsos’ contribution was one of the

capstone commitments to the university’s
$5 million Blocker Scholars Initiative,
which solidified the academic infrastruc-
ture of the M.D./Ph.D. program. Kelso
himself co-chaired efforts to raise funds for
the initiative in the Galveston region.

Blocker, who in 1967 became the first
UTMB chief executive to hold the title of
president, was hailed as a model physician-
scientist by his peers. The 1933 UTMB
graduate translated the findings of his plas-
tic surgery and burns care research and
applied them when caring for his patients
at the bedside. Blocker played a major role
in the history of UTMB for almost 50 years
until his death in 1984. He led UTMB
from 1964 to 1974 and witnessed enor-
mous growth at the university, both in
building construction and new programs.
Blocker was a brigadier general in the U.S.
Army Reserve, as well as chairman of the
Galveston College Board of Regents.

Kelso, a 1965 UTMB School of Medicine
graduate, said the Kelso Endowed Blocker
Scholarship seemed like a fitting way to
pay homage to Blocker.

“Dr. Blocker played a significant role in
my parents’ lives and in my life, and we
wanted to honor him,” he said. “We felt it
was an appropriate gift to make to the uni-
versity.”

Kelso recalled how, as a student, he
learned much from attending Blocker’s lec-
tures. Blocker was also instrumental in
securing a stipend for Kelso to study a year

abroad at the University of Hamburg.

Kelso, who now serves as vice president
and medical director at American National
Insurance Co., said he also wanted to
establish the scholarship at UTMB to
thank his alma mater.

“The university taught me how to make a
living, but more so, how to be a physician,”
he said. “My family has been in Galveston
for generations, and UTMB has been here
as part of the health care delivery system
to my family.”

The Kelso family’s ties to the academic
health center run deep. Kelso’s two sons,
Jim and Craig, work at UTMB, and Jim
was born on campus at John Sealy
Hospital. Jim’s wife, Becky, is presently
interning at the university and will join
its dermatology residency program next
year. “We really are a UTMB family,”
Kelso said.

Harry Kelso remains heavily involved with
UTMB. He is a founding member and for-
mer chair of the President’s Cabinet, a vol-
unteer organization that advances UTMB’s
mission by providing seed money for ini-
tiatives that improve the quality of life in
the Galveston area. He is also a member of
the UTMB Development Board, an organ-
ization that helps create fund-raising strate-
gies for the university. Its members act as
“ambassadors” for the academic health
center, assisting in outreach efforts to
alumni, patients and other supporters.

Alumnus establishes scholarship in Blocker program
Blocker, UTMB’s first president, cared for Dr. Harry Kelso’s father, survivor of Texas City Disaster

Dr. Vicki Freeman, chair of the
Department of Clinical Laboratory
Sciences, has been selected to receive the
2004 American Society for Clinical
Pathology Associate Excellence in
Education Award. The society presents
this competitive and prestigious award
annually to an individual who has demon-
strated outstanding performance in teach-
ing through work in the classroom or clinic,
or through development of effective teach-
ing methods and/or instructional materials.

Working with a consortium of educators,

including her faculty, and with the full sup-
port of Dr. Charles Christiansen, dean of
the School of Allied Health Sciences,
Freeman was instrumental in developing
an innovative, state-of-the-art Clinical
Laboratory Sciences distance-learning pro-
gram based at UTMB.

Funded through grant dollars, the
WebCLS program provides distance edu-
cation to underserved areas of Texas. It
enables laboraty staff the advantage of fur-
thering their professional clinical education
while continuing to serve in their home

communities. The award will be presented
in March at the society’s 2004 conference
in Atlanta.

For information about the WebCLS
program, call (409) 772-3055.

In January, Freeman joined Wendy
Arneson, adjunct assistant professor, in a
visit to the Lab Alliance of Central New
York in Liverpool, N.Y. They visited with
Lonnie Stallcup, a training specialist there,
and the first three New York students to
participate in the collaboration. The Lab

Alliance of Central New York is starting a
medical technologist training program to
recruit people with Bachelor of Science
degrees in chemistry and biology. After
investigating all clinical laboratory science
programs available in the United States,
the alliance selected UTMB’s program to
provide the didactics for the new program.
Stallcup said UTMB’s program was select-
ed because of its “outstanding reputation
and visionary leadership in the training of
laboratory scientists.”

Vicki Freeman to receive national Excellence in Education award
Clinical Laboratory Sciences Department recognized by New York alliance as one of best programs in the country

By SEENA SIMON

Children with severe burns have a dimin-
ished capacity to make vitamin D and
should receive vitamin D supplements to
stop their bones from weakening,
researchers here reported in a study pub-
lished Jan. 24 in The Lancet. 

UTMB Pediatrics Professor Dr. Gordon
Klein, the lead author, discovered along
with his colleagues that children with
burns on more than 40 percent of their
bodies don’t make enough vitamin D on
their own to produce strong bones. 

Normally, human skin makes vitamin D,
known as the “sunshine vitamin,” through
exposure to sunlight. But in burned chil-
dren, even skin that’s not burned cannot

make enough vitamin D, the study found. 

“This phenomenon becomes worse with
time, rather than better,” Klein said. 

Burn patients are known to suffer from a
high incidence of bone fractures later in
life. This research may explain why.
Vitamin D, which helps bones absorb calci-
um, is crucial to the development of strong
bones. Vitamin D deficiency can lead to
osteomalacia (soft bones) or, in extreme
cases, rickets, a disease of the young char-
acterized by soft and deformed bones. 

Children lose bone mass after being
burned. Though their bone mass regener-
ates with time, new bone tissue in burned
children isn’t as dense as the bone tissue of
children who haven’t suffered burns. 

The researchers studied skin biopsies of 12
children treated at Galveston’s Shriners
Burns Hospital, which treats children from
throughout the world free of charge.
Researchers tracked the patients’ vitamin D
levels for seven years. They found that
burned children’s skin becomes so ineffi-
cient at producing vitamin D that exposure
to sunlight alone wouldn’t produce enough
vitamin D. 

Vitamin D supplements should become
part of burned children’s therapy both dur-
ing their treatment and after they are dis-
charged from the hospital, Klein said. 

Because the study was conducted at a chil-
dren’s burns hospital, researchers didn’t
have an opportunity to analyze vitamin D

levels in adult burn patients. Nevertheless,
Klein said there was no reason to think the
situation would be different for adult burn
patients. Still, he said that more research is
required to assess for sure whether burned
adults’ bodies experience similar inabilities
to properly synthesize vitamin D from sun-
light. 

The study, “Synthesis of Vitamin D in
Skin After Burns,” appeared in the Jan. 24
issue of the British medical journal The
Lancet. In addition to Klein, the study’s co-
authors are Tai Chen and Dr. Michael
Holick, of Boston University Medical
Center; Dr. Craig Langman and Heather
Price, of Northwestern University; and
Mario Celis and Dr. David Herndon of
UTMB. 

Study indicates burned children deficient in vitamin D; supplements could help

AROUND CAMPUS

PEOPLE, NEWS AND EVENTS

IN BRIEF
Market Street closure to
continue through mid-February
A part of Market Street on the south side,
between Eighth Street and University
Boulevard, closed Feb. 4 so that a
telecommunications ductbank can be
extended to Rebecca Sealy Hospital. Access
to the Administration Building parking garage
and Rebecca Sealy Hospital will not be
affected.

The work should take approximately two
weeks. For information about construction
projects around campus, visit the UTMB
Construction Information web site at
www.utmb.edu/construction/. 

Current UT System benefits
newsletter now online
UT System’s Employee Group Insurance
Office has published its Winter 2004 benefits
newsletter News About Your Benefits. You can
see the e-publication online at
www.utsystem.edu/egi/newsletter/jan2004.htm.

The next newsletter will be available in late
spring and will include the information needed
to enroll in or make changes to your benefits
during the July 2004 annual enrollment
period.

Symposium to acknowledge
work of Dr. E. Brad Thompson
The Department of Human Biological
Chemistry and Genetics is hosting a
symposium on March 12 titled “Signaling Life
and Death—An acknowledgement of the
contributions of E. Brad Thompson, M.D., to
40 years of progress in molecular
endocrinology.” The symposium, which will be
in Levin Hall, will honor and celebrate
Thompson’s contributions to science and to

UTMB. Thompson is the retired chairman of

Human Biological Chemistry and Genetics, a

position he had for 19 years.

In addition to the department, the symposium

is sponsored by the Office of the President,

the Dean of Medicine’s Office, the Graduate

School of Biomedical Science Dean’s Office,

the Sealy Center for Molecular Science and

the Sealy Center for Structural Biology.

Nominations sought for
annual Silent Angel Award
The UTMB Nurses Week Task Force is

seeking nominations for the fourth annual

Silent Angel Award. This award was created

to honor a registered nurse whose

compassion, caring and advocacy made a

difference in the life or lives of a patient,

family or friend.

Submit nominations, including name of

nominee, a description of the nominee’s

contribution, and name of the nominator by

April 9 to Susan Meads-Leahy at campus

mail route 0518.

OF NOTE
Dr. Kyriakos Markides, director of the

division of sociomedical sciences, recently

received a five-year extension on a National

Institute on Aging grant to continue to study

the health of 3,050 older Mexican Americans

from five southwestern states. Markides has

been principle investigator for the study since

1993, when the subjects were originally

interviewed and examined in their homes to

begin the Hispanic Established Population for

the Epidemiologic Studies of the Elderly.

Three follow-up interviews have since been

conducted, allowing UTMB researchers to

compile the nation’s primary source of

information about the health of Mexican

Americans. With this recent extension,

Markides will add 1,000 study subjects aged

75 and older.

�

The board of trustees of the American Society

for Artificial Internal Organs (ASAIO)

appointed Dr. Joseph B. Zwischenberger,

professor of surgery and internal medicine, as

editor of the ASAIO Journal for a five-year

term beginning January 2004. This bimonthly

journal is in the forefront of artificial organ

research and development. It features peer-

reviewed articles of the highest quality that

describe the research, development and

application of biomaterials, the most recent

advances in the design of artificial organ

devices, and findings from initial testing. 

‘Surgery in the Elderly
Patient’ symposium
Dr. Michael Warren, chief of the
Division of Urology, presents a
humorous and informative look at
urologic surgery Jan. 27 in Levin Hall.
Warren was one of eight doctors who
presented at the Sealy Center on
Aging and the Department of Surgery
symposium on “Surgery in the Elderly
Patient,” which highlighted recent
advances in patient management that
help provide better outcomes for
surgical procedures in elderly patients. Students mark Chinese New Year

Vickie Mai, a junior in the Clinical Laboratory
Sciences Department, rolls the dice for a
game of “Lucky Chess” to celebrate the Lunar
New Year Jan. 22, as it is recognized in her
homeland China. Students in the School of
Allied Health Sciences met to enjoy the
traditional “betting” game (mimicked here with
play money) and to snack on Chinese and
Vietnamese food, including lotus reed,
candied ginger and sticky rice cake. The
celebration was sponsored by the
Multicultural Awareness Council, a student-
initiated organization with a mission to
educate, unite and honor UTMB students of
all cultures. President Terry Agbara, a
graduate student in physician assistant
studies, says the group functions on
donations that enable them to organize
monthly events on campus.
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GOING THE EXTRA MILE

Sherry Jia

Elizabeth Johnigan

Thomas Johnson

Aurelia Johnson

Kara Johnson

Nancy Johnson

Tameka Johnson

Jenny Johnson

Katrina Johnson

Darlene Johnson

Patricia Johnson

LeeAnn Johnson

Paul Johnson

Louis Johnston

Delores Jolly

Vernetta Jones

Barbara Jones

Nathan Jones

Jennifer Jones

Tarauia Jones

Carolyn Jones

Carol Jones

Michael Jordan

John Jorgenson

Ray Jutz

Susanne Kaboord

Mary Karasek

Kristin K-Bolton

Randall Keef

Jean Kelley

Amy Kelm

Jenny Kelton

Jenny Kelton -Alexander

Usha Khatri

Ann Kimberlin

Kristin Kincaid-Bolton

Patsy King- Bonnie

Elnora Kitchen

Daniel Kiuch

Mary Kocian

Kusum Koshy

Barbara Krell-Wobipka

Renee Krenek

Patricia Kunkel

Rhanda Kurtz

Lori Kusnerik

Margaret Kwil

Ricky LaBelle

Lymarie Laboy

Jamie Lacy

Faith LaDay

Charlotte Laison

Jeff Landry

Dona Lane

Karen Langley

Charlotte Larsen

M’Linda Lasswell

Mason Lawrence

Esther Laws

Lisa Lazare

Reynaldo Lazarin

Lisa Leal

Sheri Leavitt

Walton LeBlanc

Shelly Lee

Don Lefeber

Brenda Lehman

Cheryl Lehman

Ardis Lemon

Jan Lemore

Guadalupe Leon

Tamyra Leonard

Bridget Lewis-Clack

Lillian Leyva

Debbie Libbey

Betty Lieber

Bobbie Liggins

Donna Linscomb

Ninel Listengarten

Debbie Little

Joanna Lloreda

Michelle Lockwood

Robbie Loftin

Donna Lone

Amber Long

Cecilia Lopez

Jesus Lopez

Margaret Lopez

Jose Lopez

Lori Lopez

Jeanette Lummus

Gianna Luper

Diane Lyons

Brianne Mabe

Jacqueline Mac Issac

Gary Madgett

Sandy MaGee

Monica Magtoto

Thomas Maliszewski

Earl Maples

Gregury Mapp

Debra Marlin

David Marshall

Rebecca Martin

Nerida Martin

Michelle Martin

Annie Martin

Natisha Martines

Pollie Martinez

Brenda Martinez

Dora Martinez

Annette Martinez

Joe Martinez

Paula Mason

Lawrence Mason

Donna Masters

Magdalena Mata

Sandra Matranga

Mark Mayes

Robert Maza

Tim McBeth

Jessica McCall

Paul McCarthy

Jane McCourt

Roslyn McCray

Kara McCrief

Vickie McDowell

Sam McElhanon

Sue McKay

Jan McLemore

Elizabeth McMahan

Shelia McNeal

Patricia McNeel

Tracy McPhee

Susan Meads-Leahy

Connie Melecio

Estefana Mendoza

Iscla Mendoza

Abdell Merida

Sharon Metyko

Gregg Meyer

Carol Ann Micheletti

June Middlebrooks

Carol Miller

Joe Miller

Samantha Miller

Ianthia Mills

Sue Minello

Octaviano Mirando

Rodheshyam Miryala

Deepti Mishra

June Misuokonis

Diane Mitchell

Susan Mitchell

Dana Monford

Becky Monsivaiz

Lupe Montemayor

Mary Moody

Joyce Moore

Malcolm Moore

Celeste Morales

Amanda Morales

Virginia Morales

April Moreno

Robert Morgan

Marsha Morgan

Jim Morris

Randal Morris

Lisa Muehlberger

Coty Mueke

Pam Mulloy

Jeanette Munoz

Maria Munoz

Renice Murphy

Patrick Murphy

Carol Myers

Steve Myers

Lisa Nava

Diane Neiberger

Margaret Neidhart

Janet Neisser

Henrietta Nelson

Tammy Nelson

Debbie Nelson

Linda Nelson

Carol Nemitz

Chi Nguyen

Theresa Nguyen

Anita Nounes

Celeste Nounes

Jamie Nutt

Tom Ogelsby

Genetria Olivier

Patricia Olvares

Bonnie Oney

Angela Onofre

Lisa Oppermann

Jim Oreschnigg

Robin Ortiz

Carmela Ovalle

Kelly Overstreet

Gracie Pacheco

Linda Padierna

Leslie Palomo

Vivian Parker

Shelly Parker

Julie Parker

Jyoti Patel

Roxie Patterson

Maria Paz

Drue Pean

Mary Pena

Dolores Pena

Debra Pence

Alison Perez

Sunshine Perez

Anna Perez

Anita Perez

Brandy Perez

Lisa Perin

LaTonya Perkins

Toni Perry

Steve Peters

Lynda Petty

Taur Phaur

Jennifer Phillips

Tamekia Phillips

Krezandra Pines

Linda Pines

Gina Ploss

Donna Porter

Willie Porter

Jeanette Pretorius

Kelley Prevou

Cindy Pritchard

Kristen Puritis

Mary Quevedo

Yolanda Quintanilla

Hilda Quintero

Gypsy Quiroga

Julie Quiroga

Diane Rac

Mitchell Radicioni

Belinda Rambo

Judy Ramirez

Sofia Ramirez

Sylvia Ramos

Jacinta Ransom-Garrett

Daniel Reagan

Linda Reamy

Janna Redman

Kelli Redman

Lisa Reece

Nicole Reeves

Melissa Reid

Shirley Reyes

Valerie Reyes

Lacey Reyna

Mick Reynolds

Seyed Riazirad

Ticia Rice

Mark Richardi

Nancy Ritzmann

Lynn Rivera

Boris Rivera

Lydia Rivera

Felicia Roberson

Janet Roberson

William Roberts

Judy Roberts

Tracy Robinson

Richard Robinson

Monique Rodgers

Connie Rodriquez

Linda Rojas

Eddie Roman

Pat Romano

Lisa Romero

Vikki Ross

Jamiey Rougeaux

Jay Royce

Jessica Rubin

Karen Ruiz

Mirian Ruiz

Davida Rutherford

Jami Ryan

Alma Salazar

Sylvia Salinas

Marissa Salinas

Cynthia Sanchez

Elisa Sanchez

Guy Sandel

Mike Santos

Rolando Sauceda

Rodora Sayles

Gary Scales

Peggy Scarbrough

Rita Schaper

Laurie Schaper

Susie Schexnaider

Beth Schilling

Jason Schmeisser

Steve Schuenke

Lynn Schultz

Leslie Schulze

Rhonda Scott

Kathryn Scroggins

Verlicia Scurry

Peggy Searbrough

Rachel Selby

Mary Ann Selman

Sylvia Serna

Marie Shaffner

Trish Sharpe

Sarah Sheffield

Cynthia Shiflet

Leslie Shupe

Valerie Sidio

Jack Siller

Theresa Silva

Linda Simpson

Lillie Simpson

Julie Sinainejad

Kasie Smajstrla

Raymond Smith

Belinda Smith

Sandra Smith

Cindy Smith

Steve Smith

Chrystene Smith-Joshua

Becky Soliz

Johnny Soliz

Allen Sonntag

Jose Soto

Howard Stanley

Penny Stanton

Douglas Stark

William Stein

Rachel Stella

Rhonda Stimpson

Shantel Stone

Beth Stratton

Kenneth Strawn

Jeanette Stuart

Judy Sturgeon

Cora Suayan

Josh Sultz

Sherri Suszter

Roylisha Swan

Marsha Sweatt

Ishamel Sweeney

Maricela Tamayo

Becky Tarrant

Mark Tates

Olivia Taylor

Christy Taylor

Susan Taylor

Terry Taylor

Laura Teed

Janelle Terry

Toni Terry

Diana Thiele

Sarah Thomas

Suzanne Thomas

Chelita Thomas

Ronald Thornton

Melinda Tillman

Kim Tindel

Esther Tinney

Evonne Tolbert

Fannie Tomlinson

Kayanne Toney

Nora Torres

Jennifer Townsend-

Rodriguez

Deborah Tqabor

Amy Tran

Darin Trees

Janet Trevino

Cuong Trinh

Julie Trumble

lizabeth Tsapenko

Florencio Tuazon

Marilou Tubig

Sonja Tucker

Madelyn Tucker

Sherri Tumbleson

Fannie Tumilson

Harry Turner

Evelyn Turner

Josette Tweddle

Diane Ugartechea

Hanna Uhrova

Sherry Underwood

Robert Varela

Pam Vassallo

Carmen Vazquez

David Velasco

Lisa Velasquez

Roseanna Vincent

Mary Waddell

Jennifer Wafer

Ronnie Walker

Brad Wall

Ashley Wallace

Ryan Wallace

Isabel Walsh

Christopher Walter

Earlene Walters

Nan Wang

Kim Ward

Viola Watkins

Caroline Weekly

Emily Welch

Stephanie Wells

Jackie Wenske

Karolyn Westall

Cathy Westfield

Rosanne Westmoreland

Joyce Wheeler

Mary Whitby

Nicole White

Beverly White

Nicole Whyte

Cynthia Wilhoit

Ginger Williams

Donna Wilson

Linda Wilson

Jan Winnike

Pamela Winter

Mark Winter

Judy Wolf

Rosa Wollam

Charlotte Wollam

Alan Womack

Dolly Womble

Aldrena Woods-Wingate

Barbara Wooley

Likita Wooten

Marcella Worthy

Keith Wright

Elton Yancey

Norsie Young

Cheryl Young

Cecilia Yuoh

Enor Zamora

Sylvia Zavala

Mark Zepeda

Sharon Zeringue

Margaret Zimmerle

Mary Zimmerman

Kathleen Zipprian

Mayra Zuniga

GEM from Page 8

By J. CHRISTIAN MESSA

Two faculty members in the Graduate
School of Biomedical Sciences have been
appointed to endowed professorships in
recognition of their exemplary teaching.

Drs. Billy U. Philips Jr. and John
Papaconstantinou were awarded the Dr.
Leon Bromberg Professorship for
Excellence in Teaching and the Mary and
J. Palmer Saunders Professorship for
Excellence in Teaching, respectively.
Professorships and other endowments are
permanently invested funds that support
the research, educational or clinical inter-
ests of those appointed to the positions.

Dr. Cary W. Cooper, dean of the Graduate
School of Biomedical Sciences, said the
professorships are well-deserved honors
for Philips and Papaconstantinou.

“These are two of our most outstanding
teachers,” Cooper said. “Both are long-
standing UTMB faculty members and are
highly deserving of this recognition. Dr.
Philips’ nomination was strongly support-
ed by graduate students who cited the
excellence he brings to the classroom. Dr.
Papaconstantinou has supervised a large
number of our Ph.D. graduates who have
gone on to highly successful careers in
biomedical science and who remember
him fondly for his close mentorship.”

Philips, professor and director of the
Division of Epidemiology and
Biostatistics in UTMB’s Department of
Preventive Medicine and Community
Health, teaches graduate and medical stu-
dents and physician residents about the
causes of disease, as well as cancer pre-
vention and control. 

“I’m extremely honored to receive the
Bromberg professorship,” said Philips,
who directs the department’s graduate
programs. “Teaching truly is a calling, and
I’m flattered my peers on the faculty
awards committee have selected me for
this accolade in education. I hope to use
this opportunity to encourage some of our
senior graduate students to hone their
own teaching skills and to learn more
about Dr. Bromberg.”

The Bromberg professorship was estab-
lished by the Dr. Leon Bromberg
Charitable Trust Fund and presented in
honor of Dr. Truman G. Blocker Jr., the

first UTMB chief executive to hold the
title of president. It is the second
endowed position at UTMB created by
the Galveston foundation, the first being
a professorship in internal medicine.

Under the leadership of Charles G.
Dibrell Jr., chair, and Judge C.G. “Trey”
Dibrell III, trustee, the Bromberg
Charitable Trust has been a significant
contributor to UTMB. The Bromberg
Trust has a primary mission of supporting
medical and educational institutions. It
was created by the will of Galvestonian
Dr. Leon Bromberg, assistant professor of
clinical medicine at UTMB from 1955 to
1969. 

Papaconstantinou is a principal investiga-
tor and professor in the Department of
Human Biological Chemistry and
Genetics. He garnered the Saunders pro-
fessorship for his work in training gradu-
ate students in his laboratory, mentoring
postdoctoral fellows and developing
courses at UTMB.

“I am proud and honored to have been
chosen for this prestigious award,” he
said. “In the past 40 years, I mentored
many students and postdoctoral fellows
who have gone on to excellent careers.
Recognition of this achievement by the
Saunders professorship is also recognition
of my students’ achievements, and I will
continue to strive for excellence in teach-
ing. This award also has special meaning
for me because I have known and

befriended Dr. Saunders since 1979 when
I first arrived at UTMB.”

Dr. J. Palmer Saunders, the Graduate
School of Biomedical Sciences dean
emeritus who, with his wife, established
the endowment bearing their names, was
appointed the first full-time dean of the
graduate school in 1974.

During his tenure, Saunders launched
some of the school’s most vital programs,
including the Ph.D. program in neuro-
science and the medical humanities, the
Master of Medical Science Program and
the M.D./Ph.D. Combined Degree
Program. He also organized the universi-
ty’s Committee for Diversity in Graduate
Education. Like the Bromberg endow-
ment, the Saunders professorship is
awarded to outstanding graduate school
faculty each academic year. 

The Bromberg professorship will support
Philips’ research in cancer prevention and
control. His work is devoted to communi-
ty-based participatory research to better
understand how to help people avoid can-
cer and to better meet the nutritional
needs of people with cancer.

Philips helped reestablish the “Commit
to Quit” smoking cessation program at
UTMB, and he founded the Cancer
Nutrition Network for Texans, which was
inspired by Philips’ personal experiences
in helping his father through a long battle
with cancer. 

Philips also founded the Cancer Teaching
and Curriculum Enhancement in
Undergraduate Medicine (CATCHUM)
Project, a National Cancer Institute-fund-
ed consortium of eight medical schools in
Texas that is dedicated to undergraduate
medical education in cancer prevention.
He is principal investigator and chairman
of the consortium, which is the only one
of its kind in the United States and a rec-
ognized model for collaborative educa-
tion. Philips is chairman of the Cancer
Control Coalition for Texas and was hon-
ored with the Gib Lewis Award for
Excellence in Cancer Education in Texas
by the Texas Legislature. Philips, who
joined UTMB in 1973, is also associate
education director for the UTMB
Educational Cancer Center. The center
coordinates a curriculum that teaches the
university’s medical students about cancer
prevention and screening.

As the Bertha and Robert Bucksch
Distinguished Professor of Aging,
Papaconstantinou is researching the
molecular biology and genetics of longevi-
ty and aging. His studies have revealed
that aging can lead to the development of
chronic inflammatory stress in the body. 

Papaconstantinou’s goal is to understand
the processes behind age-related changes
in gene regulation and signaling. These
changes cause elderly people to experi-
ence chronic inflammation and an
impaired ability to recover from such
inflammatory stress.

Papaconstantinou, a senior fellow in
UTMB’s Sealy Center on Aging, is also
exploring the genetics behind longevity.
In a study involving mice, he has hypoth-
esized that decreases in insulin signaling
to cells lowers oxidative stress—the incre-
mental damage caused to the human
body by oxygen—and increases the
body’s resistance to the stress. Both traits
are linked to longer lives.

In addition to his research,
Papaconstantinou designed the
Development of Advanced Genetics
Course at UTMB, a class that studies
heredity at the molecular level.

Two faculty receive professorships for excellence
Endowments awarded to outstanding graduate school faculty each academic year

Dr. John Papaconstantinou Dr. Billy U. Philips Jr.
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EMPLOYEE SERVICE DAY

CELEBRATING
SERVICE

UTMB will celebrate Employee Service Day on Feb. 19, when
591 employees will receive their service pins. Collectively, these
recipients represent 7,480 years of service to the university and its
mission. Pin recipients are those who have worked at UTMB
five–40 years.

Pin recipients will be honored at a private breakfast. At 2 p.m.
Feb. 19, the public is invited to watch as the honored employees
receive their service pins in a ceremony in the Levin Hall
Auditorium.

The university also will honor the 826 most recent GEM
recipients, those employees who have been singled out by their
peers for “Going the Extra Mile.”

5 Years
Jadesola Adebayo

Celia Aleman

Brenda Alexander

Dawn Almanza

Abdul-H Amin

Robert Angove

Shawna Archie

Judith Atkinson

Vanessa Barrientos

Martha Barrow

David Bartlett

Fatemeh Bayat

Andrey Bednov

Bruce Bluitt

D’wana Bolden

Nahal Boroumand

Brian Botik

Lance Brauer

Alison Brown

Lisa Callas

Criselda Carreon

Brandi Castaneda

Angelica Cazares

Harold Clayton

Vesta Clifford

Shannon Clifton

Orieta Corfield

Susan Couture

Robin Crabtree

Velma Cuevas

Kathy Daleo

Brenda De Rouen

Michael Del Bosque

L Edison Dewar

Frances Dickens

Veronica Dickerson

Don Dietiker

Elizabeth Dillard

Sarah Enticknap

Josefina Escalera

Gracie Espinosa

Luningning Estrada

David Florence

Robin Froman

Robin Froman

Mark Fuller

Pedro Galindo

Mary Garcia

Rosalyn Gatson

Laura Gelderd

Medina Gingery

Shirley Goffney

Sherrill Gonzalez

Casey Gonzalez

Shawn Goodlett

Jamellah Goodner

Martha Gray

Debra Gunn

Sherry Hafferty

Tao Hai

Kimberly Hardy

Wesley Harrott

Carl Hart

Julie Healer

Allen Hightower

Sharon Hoefing

Kenneth Homer

Kathryn Jinkins

Henry John

Wayne Johnson

Kathia Johnson

Ruth Jones

Joseph Kanewske

Jonny Kaufman

Christina Kaufmann

Chance Keith

Tuenchit Khamapirad

Gwendolyn Lablue

Stephen Ladner

Irina Larina

Daryl Lau Tan Yeung

Hung Lee

Rhonda Lee

Sherrie Levin

Xuyang Liang

Yu Lin

Joyce Lingo

Lela Lockett

Scott Long

Jacqueline Luke

John Maher

Thomas Maliszewski

William Maner

Michael Martinez

Fayez Matta

Brian Maxwell

Cynthia McGaskey

Leon McGrew

Jimmie McLaughlin

Nicole McMillian

Patricia Menefee

Abdell Merida

Wanda Michaels

Michael Mineo

Laurie Mitchell

Vera Moiseenkova

Bruna Morales

Wendy Moreau

Roxy Morris

Sheila Mulvaney

RH Murff

Cynthia Netherly

David Nevins

Gary Nichols

Jennifer Novelli

David Nowak

Steven Owen

Connie Page

Taya Paysse

Lana Payton

Ella Peguese

Tamekia Phillips

Bessie Phlegm

Linda Pines

Mary Pipkin

Mary Pittman

Monica Polanco

Cynthia Porter

Barry Raff

Krishna Rajarathnam

Kota Ramana

Barbara Rancher

Adrian Recinos

Kevin Regini

Scott Reinecke

Jerry Richardson

John Riley

Jesus Rios

George Ritz

Lynn Rivera

See SERVICE

on Page 6

Johny Abraham

Caroline Ackroyd

Wallis Adams

Melva Aguilar

Joe Aguilar

Paula Albrecht

Karen Albright

Laura Alcala

Elizabeth Alcantar

Jose Alcocer

Audelio Alegria

Arturo Aleman

Donna Alfred

Tifany Alfred

Susan Aliego

Dawn Almanya

Gina Almendarez

Alison Alton

Jennifer Anderson

Jackie Anderson

Blanca Anderson

Jennifer Andrepont

Angie Andres

David Angelo

Wendell Archie

Cheryl Armstrong

Debra Armstrong

Angela Armstrong

Cynthia Armstrong

Madeline Arthur

Jackie Arvidson

Sally Asher

Ellen Austin

Tina Avey

Donna Ayala

Gary Bache

Nina Backe

Patricia Bailey

Andrea Bailey

Felie Balmes

Herbert Banuelos

Mary Barb

Susie Barksdale

Angie Barley

Judy Barnett

Charles Barrett

Connie Barton

Pam Bass

Nanci Bassey

Bertha Batiste

Laurie Baxter

Anne Beardsley

Luisa Beck

Virginia Beckett

Daundee Bedard

Terry Behrends

Erma Beldon

Becky Bell

Stephanie Bell

Lisa Bellard

Elizabeth Beltran

Jerry Benavides

Eddie Benavidez

Odelia Benefeild

Joan Benham

Cheryl Benskin

Paula Beres

John Bernstein

Dana Bethune

Patricia Bevil

Deborah Bimage

Rhonda Bing

Jerome Birdow

Vae Bland

Valla Blasig

Kisha Bledsoe

Sandra Block

Rob Bluhm

Allan Bollen

Le Ochia Bonilla

Becky Bonner

Priscilla Boothby

Philip Bordelon

Kitty Bosch

Ingrid Bowden

Barbara Bowers

Johnny Boyd

John Boysen

Janell Brannan

Ronald Brazier

Dianne Breish

Donna Brinkman

Mary Broom

Shelley Brown

Anne Brown

Sherry Bruce

Irene Buenrostro

Jolene Buford

Janet Bullacher

Melissa Bullock

Munire Burak

Linda Burke

Lynn Burke

John Burkholder

Pamala Burns

Fermina Bush

Clarice Byrd

Marie Camp

Diana Campbell

Cynthia Campbell

Mike Capado

Debbie Carden

Valerie Carmichael

Nina Carnes

Ann Caroline

James Carr

Shawn Carr

Michelle Carter

Sunny Carter

Melonece Carter

Tracy Carter-Lewis

Lisa Castagna

Darlene Castagnetta

Elizabeth Castaneda

Leo Castillo

Rebecca Castro

Ray Castro

Kristen Catching

Brendan Causer

Gayla Ceccacci

Aletha Celestine

Shunda Cephus

Ramona Cerda

Amy Cermeno

Omana Chacko

Wan Yan Chan

Ivy Chan

Karen Chapman

Brandi Chapman

Janie Charles

Robert Cisneros

Bobby Clack

Kenneth Clark

Keinan Clarke

Valerie Clover

Rosina Cobbs

Ruby Collins

Maria Comeaux

Belinda Compton

Eugene Compton

Jorie Connell

Cheryl Cook

Nora Coon

Rita Corfield

Stephanie Correia

Andrea Cortinas

Denise Cotton

April Cowan

Joyce Crabtree

Sue Craven

Susan Crider

Oralia Crow

Adrienne Crow

Calvin Crowe

Alejandro Cruz

Julie Cruz

Margaret Cuellar

Nancy Cumagan

Cheryl Cunningham

Gene Curry

Lorre Cusick

Ellen Dalrymple

Walter Dampier

Irene Daniels

Belinda Dansby

Shannon Darcy

Margarita Davila

Brenda Davis

Penny Davis

Linda Davis

Brian Davis

Loretta Davis

Buddy Davis

Jennifer Daw

Joan Dean

Don DeFoore

Jerry DeLosSantos

Steve DeVine

Pam Devlin

Mary DeWitt

Catherine Dick

Charles Dickerson

Elizabeth Dillard

Katy Dillon

Marilyn Dinklage

Jennifer Ditson

Henrietta Doak

Tracey Dobesh

Laurie Dodgen

Carol Dord

Kathy Doreck

Jenna Doreck

Leah Dornak

John Doss

Jo Driskell

Cynthia Drown

Daisy Dunklee

JoAnn Dunlap

Tiffany Dunn

Christine Early

Caroline Edwards

Martha Eguilkor

Alison Ehlig

Karin Elder

Leroy Ellis

Barbara Elsenburg

Cathy Elton

Laurie Emanuel

Gloria Enwere

Emily Escamilla

Patsy Esser

Debbie Evans-Rogers

Jessica Farhatt

Kristen Featherly

Kathy Fergusen

Kimberly Fernandez

Olivia Fernandez

Tommy Fields, Jr.

Geoffrey Fish

Heather Flanagan

Jessica Fleener

Kathy Flesher

Leona Florence

Venita Florence

Willie Fontenotte

Philip Fox

Theresa Frank

Felicia Franklin

Linda Franks

Sandy Franks

Amanda Fraser

Paula Frazier

Betty Frazier

June Frazier

Thomas Frost

Tim Frugia

Tracy Fulford

Karen Fuqua

Simon Gallardo

Carl Galloway

Kim Galvan

Norma Garcia

Ellena Garcia

Mark Garcia

Wade Garcia

Janie Garcia

Rose Garcia

Thelma Garcia

Jennifer Garcia

Monique Garcia

Darryl Gardner

Tammy Garibay

Mary Garibay

Jacinta Garrett

Sonya Garza

Rolanda Garza

Ann Gaskill

Linda Gee

David Geib

Wesley Gel

Robert Getso

Carla Gibson

Giovanna Giles

Pam Gill

Danielle Gillespie

Beverly Gilley

Doris Glanz

Maggie Glaskox

Rafaela Glenn

Cindy Glenn

Mandy Goliday

Cesar Gomez

Sofia Gomez

Rosa Gomez

Delorez Gonzales

Hector Gonzales

Ana Gonzales

Delorez Gonzalez

Ricardo Gonzalez

Vivian Granger

Theresa Greco

Sarah Green

Sandra Greer

Amy Greer

April Griffiths

Ramona Grigsby

Mary Grismore

Tonya Groh

Kayla Groth

Deatra Guidry

Amy Gurnea

Franklin Hadome

Doris Hall

Debbie Hamilton

Becky Hamilton

Suzanne Hamm

Laurinda Harbour

Sandra Hardeman

Patsy Harmon

Harris Harr

Barbara Harrell

Denise Harris

Frederica Harris

Meredith Hartzog

Heather Harvey

Janet Hatfield

Matt Havard

Mary Hawkins

Cheryl Haxel

Susan Hayes

Sandy Heath

Jamie Helfernan

Debby Henderson

Patricia Henderson

Sandra Henderson-

Odom

Roland Hennigan

Sharon Henry

Sharon Hensley

David Hensley

Gloria Hernandez

Margaret Hernandez

Santos Hernandez

Sandy Hernandez

Nancy Hernandez

Rose Herrera

Lisa Herrera

Ofelia Herrera-Ramirez

Stephen Herring

Cheryl Heuod

Irene Highberg

Kerrie Highley

Michelle Hilkemeier

Bea Hilton

Larry Hinson

Linda Hlauka

Julie Hobbs

Richard Hodges

Jill Hof

Rebecca Hoffereck

Jana Holland

Deborah Holley

Amanda Honeywill

Christi Hopkins

Karen Hopkins

Ellen Houde

Anne Howard

Judy Howard

Linda Hubbell

Angee Huerta

Sonia Huerta

Catrena Hughes

Carrie Hughes

Edward Hunter

Janet Hurst

Deborah Isbell

Sara Jackson

Terry Jackson

Hugh Jackson

Hugh Jackson

Georgette Jacobs

Fred James

Debbie Jana

Nancy Jenkins

Madeline Jensen

The GEM recognition program is designed for
employees, students and volunteers to acknowl-
edge each other for professional behavior and for
“Going the Extra Mile” in their daily activities.
The list of people on these pages each received at
least three GEM cards. Fifty names will be drawn
at 2 p.m. Feb. 19 during the Employee Service Day
celebration in Levin Hall. The winners will each
receive unique UTMB-branded merchandise.

GOING THE EXTRA MILE

See GEM on Page 9
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Dianna Gaona

Theresa Garcia

Alma Garza

Mahendra Gohil

Florentino Gonzalez

Julie Griffice

Yanping Gu

Deatra Guidry

Jo Hale

Valerie Helms

Rita Hernandez

Larry Hinson

Elizabeth Hinson

Andrea Hopkins

Jill Jahn

Inez Janke

Loretha Johnson

Thomas Johnson

Bertha Johnson

Carolyn Jones

Anita Kirby

George Kramer

Ken Kuykendall

Kathy Lawrence

Ernest Leal

Patricia Lippert

Gianna Luper

Cynthia Mann

Titty Mathew

Myra McCollum

Michael McGinnis

Cindy Medina

Sharon Metyko

Anne Minesinger

Susan Mitchell

Sandra Moeller

Dana Monford

Tresea Moradi

Mildred Mozara

Natalie Nelson

Carolyn Nelson-Becker

Laura Nevarez

Anthony Okorodudu

Anita Padilla

Ernest Pickle

Julie Quiroga

Jaime Ramirez

Yvonne Rendon

Cynthia Ruiz

Kokab Saeed

Mary Salvato

Kevin Sanders

Macie Seale

Ricardo Segura

Rachael Selby

Cheryl Selman

Xiaoli Shen

Lennee Sherburne

Darlene Sifuentes

Susan Stafford

Deborah Stephens

Edward Stout

Kathleen Taylor

Cindy Tholcken

Deborah Tong

Carroll Valdez

Catherine Vanhook

Jessy Varghese

Oralia Vasquez

Bobby Vincent

Richard Wagner

Phyllis Waters

Vera Watson

Gloria Williams

Thomas Wood

Penny Wrenn

20 Years
Richard Anderson

Cheryl Armstrong

Jeffrey Baker

Nancy Bertolino

Anthony Bliss

Teresa Boulet

Karen Campbell

Henrietta Conley

Kathryn Crawford

Pamela Dawson

Ronald Dyda

Ann Elbert

Donna Everling

Ronald Franklin

Sandra Garvock

Sonya Garza

Anita Gonzales

Pamela Green

Becky Hansen

Harris Harr

Charles Hayden

David Heckendorn

Mark Holden

Michelle Hopkins

Natalie Hyde

Cecil Jackson

Amelia Jimenea

Ann John

George Kaiser

Thomas Kimbrough

Karen Kinney

Chengyie Lin

Jessica Linton

Joann Mahoney

Lana Meunier

Lucia Mock

Massoud Motamedi

Penny Munoz

Camilla Myers

Sandra Nallie

Lorita Nellums

Crina Nelson

Jon Nilsestuen

Kimberly Palkowetz

Carolyn Parker

Richard Patterson

Mary Puccetti

Yolanda Quintanilla

Gipsy Quiroga

Karen Rasmusson

Belinda Reyes

Michelle Selvera

Almeda Simpson

Eulalia Stevens

Shelley Stone

Hymie Sukiennik

Donna Turner

Francisco Urbina

Marilyn Weber

Laura Williams

Michael Williams

Diane Williams

Kathleen Zipprian

25 Years
Lillie Aleman

Martha Ashton

Mary Baer

Lawrence Balmas

Sheryl Bell

Carolyn Black

Valerie Bray

Sharon Buckley

Nancy Burch

Rose Byrdlon Griggs

Leonides Castillo

Gregory Catching

Maria Chapa

Diane Cole

Pamela Coleman

Clare Curtis

Cynthia Dunn

Mertis Edwards

Janice Edwards

Mary Fenton

Jonell Fields

Emma Fontenot

Patti Gilmore

Stephen Hays

Sharon Howard

Linda Hubbell

Anne Jones

Dorothy Jones-Shankle

Mary Kanz

Kay Lovelace

Mary Lyons

Michael Malloy

Eddye McLucas

Earlene Miller

Patricia Mirakian

Belinda Nava

Bruce Niebuhr

Flordeliza Payne

Shirley Pearson

Manuel Pedraza

Rita Ramirez

Lorrie Rico

Rita Schaper

Olivia Sharpe

Steven Shelton

James Smickley

Anngail Smith

Barbara Stevens

Patricia Stovall

Elisea Tesoro

Paula Townley

Beverly Trimble

Curtis Turner

Eileen Whitley

Cynthia Wright

Celeste Ybarra

30 Years
Bruce Banks

Patricia Blakeney

Malcolm Brodwick

Harvey Fishman

Gregory Jones

Lillian McGrew

Connie Nagel

Thelma Sanchez

John Siller

Luviminda Skyiepal

Punay Sombito

Donald Stevens

Sandra Thomas

Patricia Trevisani

Jacqueline Williams

Linda Wyatt

Teresita Zomok

35 Years
Enriqueta Delossantos

Esther Koleng

Bonnie Rhew

Patricia Toliver

40 Years
Mary McGaskey

EMPLOYEE SERVICE DAY

Linda Wyatt
30 years of service

Lillian McGrew
30 years of service

Connie Nagel
30 years of service

Bonnie Rhew
35 years of service

Esther Koleng
35 years of service

Bruce Banks
30 years of service

Dr. Malcolm Brodwick
30 years of service

Enriqueta Delossantos
35 years of service

Dr. Harvey Fishman
30 years of service

Gregory Jones
30 years of service

Thelma Sanchez
30 years of service

Punay Sombito
30 years of service

Donald Stevens
30 years of service

Patricia Trevisani
30 years of service

Jacqueline Williams
30 years of service

Shirley Rocker

Alma Rodriguez

Margaret Rowell

Nancy Scaggs

Mary Schlobohm

Robert Serfass

Jian Sha

Erik Shank

Abha Sharma

Laurie Short

Mary Singley

Teri Smith

Robert Smith

Margaret Snively

David Spence

Myrta Stager

Martha Steen

Edith Stultz

Contina Subjects

Sankar Surendran

Carol Sutherland

Reid Swanson

Yevgeniya Tarasenko

Baxter Tatum

Angela Taylor

Jason Terry

Mary Thompson

Delia Thompson

Amelia Travassos

Da Rosa

Darin Trees

Nora Trevino

William Turner

Denise Turner

Mishell Valiulis

Jenifer Vance

Tommie Walker

Kelly Weatherly

Ellen Weber

David Whidden

Janet White

Constance Whiteside

Brandi Whittington

Amber Williams

Angela Wishon

Jason Woytek

Ya Xu

Deborah Yetman

Cecilia Yuoh

Lynda Zagone-Tischler

Ali Zakir

Valarie Zimmerman

Xiaoju Zou

10 Years
Martha Acosta

Glenda Adams

Virginia Alaniz

Amy Alfaro

Donna Alfred

Bill Allen

Shelito Alviza

Anastacio Austria

Nina Backe

Celia Bailey-Ochoa

Linda Baker

Arun Balakumaran

Maria Betancourt

Patricia Bevil

David Billington

Johnny Boyd

Freeda Brasier

Frances Brunkenhoefer

Brian Buckalew

Marcia Budge

Ray Buenrostro

Hua Cao

Marian Carter

Hubert Chachere

Omano Chacko

John Champion

Christopher Collaco

April Cowan

Samuel Cunningham

Deborah Dafonte

Shannan De La Fuente

Mary Deese

Lorraine Del Buono

Kamilla Downs

Djuana Duhon

Joann Dunlap

Karen Ellington

Pamela Falk

Ann Fisher

Janell Flores

Sheila Fogle

Donna Fowler

Philip Fox

Theresa Friloux

Matthew Furlong

Angela Galicia

Deana Gehring

Carla Gibson

Frances Glover

Wanda Gonzales

Marcene Gordon

Michael Grecula

Yolanda Gutierrez

Tracy Hairston

Mary Hamblin

Willie Harden

Barbara Heinly

Lupita Hernandez

Tara Hibbitt

Darian Hofer

Ellen Houde

Patricia Israel

James Jacob

Maria Jezewska

Jana Johnson

Felton Jones

Raymond Jutz

Christine Keating

Amy Kelm

Roy King

Sandy Knight

Angela Kunz

Robert Laginski

Jenny Lanier

Steven Lieberman

Judy Lilley

Jose Loera

Nellie Loewen

Marinel Macapagal

Charles Machner

Katherine Machol

Sylvia Magallan

Sireesha Mandava

Nick Marr

Sherri Martin

Shelly Matejka

Sandra Mathis

C Mayhall

Debbie McCarthy

Terry McNearney

Joseph Miller

Leticia Miranda

Tammy Montalbano

Melinda Moore

Theresa Morales

Rexjoy Natividad

Mark Navarro

Michele Noah

Jennifer Osteen

Jonathan Patrick

Roxie Patterson

Kelly Patterson

Deanna Perez

Lori Perry

Cassandra Podeyn

Beverley Presley

Esther Puga

Xiang Qi

Darin Radzieski

Patricia Reagan

Cecilia Romero

James Russell

Lois Santos

Marla Scott

Chantele Singleton

Michelle Smith

Mary Stell

Rachel Stella

Laird Sweet

Donna Tarrant

Bing Tian

Pamela Todd-Vancleave

Wilson Tolbert

Maria Torres

Lesia Tower

Alfio Tropea

Brian Tyson

Eduardo Valdes

Sheila Vallier

Toni Wadle

Janice Whicker

Tamara Whitaker

Fred Williams

Josephine Wilson

Ping Wu

Zhao Wu

Elizabeth Yoes

Claudia Young

Yongjia Yu

Jiangang Zhao

15 Years
Alexander Almendarez

Chukwuma Anaduaka

Abbey Berenson

John Bernstein

Maxine Bishop

Eva Blight

Brad Brazeal

Nancy Bricker

Debra Brisco

Linda Brown

Michael Burke

Carol Carlson

Theresa Carrig

Rosemary Carter

Elizabeth Castillo

Mario Celis

Vimlarani Chopra

Sylvia Cohen

Richard Cornish

Vernice Cotton

Patricia Danysh

Odessa Davis

Susan Davis

Archie Declouet

Janie Diaz

Aase Dillmann

Theodore Dinklage

Kristen Featherly

Antonio Flores

Irma Francois

Thomas Galan

Oscar Galvan

SERVICE from Page 5
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EMPLOYEE SERVICE DAY

CELEBRATING
SERVICE

UTMB will celebrate Employee Service Day on Feb. 19, when
591 employees will receive their service pins. Collectively, these
recipients represent 7,480 years of service to the university and its
mission. Pin recipients are those who have worked at UTMB
five–40 years.

Pin recipients will be honored at a private breakfast. At 2 p.m.
Feb. 19, the public is invited to watch as the honored employees
receive their service pins in a ceremony in the Levin Hall
Auditorium.

The university also will honor the 826 most recent GEM
recipients, those employees who have been singled out by their
peers for “Going the Extra Mile.”

5 Years
Jadesola Adebayo

Celia Aleman

Brenda Alexander

Dawn Almanza

Abdul-H Amin

Robert Angove

Shawna Archie

Judith Atkinson

Vanessa Barrientos

Martha Barrow

David Bartlett

Fatemeh Bayat

Andrey Bednov

Bruce Bluitt

D’wana Bolden

Nahal Boroumand

Brian Botik

Lance Brauer

Alison Brown

Lisa Callas

Criselda Carreon

Brandi Castaneda

Angelica Cazares

Harold Clayton

Vesta Clifford

Shannon Clifton

Orieta Corfield

Susan Couture

Robin Crabtree

Velma Cuevas

Kathy Daleo

Brenda De Rouen

Michael Del Bosque

L Edison Dewar

Frances Dickens

Veronica Dickerson

Don Dietiker

Elizabeth Dillard

Sarah Enticknap

Josefina Escalera

Gracie Espinosa

Luningning Estrada

David Florence

Robin Froman

Robin Froman

Mark Fuller

Pedro Galindo

Mary Garcia

Rosalyn Gatson

Laura Gelderd

Medina Gingery

Shirley Goffney

Sherrill Gonzalez

Casey Gonzalez

Shawn Goodlett

Jamellah Goodner

Martha Gray

Debra Gunn

Sherry Hafferty

Tao Hai

Kimberly Hardy

Wesley Harrott

Carl Hart

Julie Healer

Allen Hightower

Sharon Hoefing

Kenneth Homer

Kathryn Jinkins

Henry John

Wayne Johnson

Kathia Johnson

Ruth Jones

Joseph Kanewske

Jonny Kaufman

Christina Kaufmann

Chance Keith

Tuenchit Khamapirad

Gwendolyn Lablue

Stephen Ladner

Irina Larina

Daryl Lau Tan Yeung

Hung Lee

Rhonda Lee

Sherrie Levin

Xuyang Liang

Yu Lin

Joyce Lingo

Lela Lockett

Scott Long

Jacqueline Luke

John Maher

Thomas Maliszewski

William Maner

Michael Martinez

Fayez Matta

Brian Maxwell

Cynthia McGaskey

Leon McGrew

Jimmie McLaughlin

Nicole McMillian

Patricia Menefee

Abdell Merida

Wanda Michaels

Michael Mineo

Laurie Mitchell

Vera Moiseenkova

Bruna Morales

Wendy Moreau

Roxy Morris

Sheila Mulvaney

RH Murff

Cynthia Netherly

David Nevins

Gary Nichols

Jennifer Novelli

David Nowak

Steven Owen

Connie Page

Taya Paysse

Lana Payton

Ella Peguese

Tamekia Phillips

Bessie Phlegm

Linda Pines

Mary Pipkin

Mary Pittman

Monica Polanco

Cynthia Porter

Barry Raff

Krishna Rajarathnam

Kota Ramana

Barbara Rancher

Adrian Recinos

Kevin Regini

Scott Reinecke

Jerry Richardson

John Riley

Jesus Rios

George Ritz

Lynn Rivera

See SERVICE

on Page 6

Johny Abraham

Caroline Ackroyd

Wallis Adams

Melva Aguilar

Joe Aguilar

Paula Albrecht

Karen Albright

Laura Alcala

Elizabeth Alcantar

Jose Alcocer

Audelio Alegria

Arturo Aleman

Donna Alfred

Tifany Alfred

Susan Aliego

Dawn Almanya

Gina Almendarez

Alison Alton

Jennifer Anderson

Jackie Anderson

Blanca Anderson

Jennifer Andrepont

Angie Andres

David Angelo

Wendell Archie

Cheryl Armstrong

Debra Armstrong

Angela Armstrong

Cynthia Armstrong

Madeline Arthur

Jackie Arvidson

Sally Asher

Ellen Austin

Tina Avey

Donna Ayala

Gary Bache

Nina Backe

Patricia Bailey

Andrea Bailey

Felie Balmes

Herbert Banuelos

Mary Barb

Susie Barksdale

Angie Barley

Judy Barnett

Charles Barrett

Connie Barton

Pam Bass

Nanci Bassey

Bertha Batiste

Laurie Baxter

Anne Beardsley

Luisa Beck

Virginia Beckett

Daundee Bedard

Terry Behrends

Erma Beldon

Becky Bell

Stephanie Bell

Lisa Bellard

Elizabeth Beltran

Jerry Benavides

Eddie Benavidez

Odelia Benefeild

Joan Benham

Cheryl Benskin

Paula Beres

John Bernstein

Dana Bethune

Patricia Bevil

Deborah Bimage

Rhonda Bing

Jerome Birdow

Vae Bland

Valla Blasig

Kisha Bledsoe

Sandra Block

Rob Bluhm

Allan Bollen

Le Ochia Bonilla

Becky Bonner

Priscilla Boothby

Philip Bordelon

Kitty Bosch

Ingrid Bowden

Barbara Bowers

Johnny Boyd

John Boysen

Janell Brannan

Ronald Brazier

Dianne Breish

Donna Brinkman

Mary Broom

Shelley Brown

Anne Brown

Sherry Bruce

Irene Buenrostro

Jolene Buford

Janet Bullacher

Melissa Bullock

Munire Burak

Linda Burke

Lynn Burke

John Burkholder

Pamala Burns

Fermina Bush

Clarice Byrd

Marie Camp

Diana Campbell

Cynthia Campbell

Mike Capado

Debbie Carden

Valerie Carmichael

Nina Carnes

Ann Caroline

James Carr

Shawn Carr

Michelle Carter

Sunny Carter

Melonece Carter

Tracy Carter-Lewis

Lisa Castagna

Darlene Castagnetta

Elizabeth Castaneda

Leo Castillo

Rebecca Castro

Ray Castro

Kristen Catching

Brendan Causer

Gayla Ceccacci

Aletha Celestine

Shunda Cephus

Ramona Cerda

Amy Cermeno

Omana Chacko

Wan Yan Chan

Ivy Chan

Karen Chapman

Brandi Chapman

Janie Charles

Robert Cisneros

Bobby Clack

Kenneth Clark

Keinan Clarke

Valerie Clover

Rosina Cobbs

Ruby Collins

Maria Comeaux

Belinda Compton

Eugene Compton

Jorie Connell

Cheryl Cook

Nora Coon

Rita Corfield

Stephanie Correia

Andrea Cortinas

Denise Cotton

April Cowan

Joyce Crabtree

Sue Craven

Susan Crider

Oralia Crow

Adrienne Crow

Calvin Crowe

Alejandro Cruz

Julie Cruz

Margaret Cuellar

Nancy Cumagan

Cheryl Cunningham

Gene Curry

Lorre Cusick

Ellen Dalrymple

Walter Dampier

Irene Daniels

Belinda Dansby

Shannon Darcy

Margarita Davila

Brenda Davis

Penny Davis

Linda Davis

Brian Davis

Loretta Davis

Buddy Davis

Jennifer Daw

Joan Dean

Don DeFoore

Jerry DeLosSantos

Steve DeVine

Pam Devlin

Mary DeWitt

Catherine Dick

Charles Dickerson

Elizabeth Dillard

Katy Dillon

Marilyn Dinklage

Jennifer Ditson

Henrietta Doak

Tracey Dobesh

Laurie Dodgen

Carol Dord

Kathy Doreck

Jenna Doreck

Leah Dornak

John Doss

Jo Driskell

Cynthia Drown

Daisy Dunklee

JoAnn Dunlap

Tiffany Dunn

Christine Early

Caroline Edwards

Martha Eguilkor

Alison Ehlig

Karin Elder

Leroy Ellis

Barbara Elsenburg

Cathy Elton

Laurie Emanuel

Gloria Enwere

Emily Escamilla

Patsy Esser

Debbie Evans-Rogers

Jessica Farhatt

Kristen Featherly

Kathy Fergusen

Kimberly Fernandez

Olivia Fernandez

Tommy Fields, Jr.

Geoffrey Fish

Heather Flanagan

Jessica Fleener

Kathy Flesher

Leona Florence

Venita Florence

Willie Fontenotte

Philip Fox

Theresa Frank

Felicia Franklin

Linda Franks

Sandy Franks

Amanda Fraser

Paula Frazier

Betty Frazier

June Frazier

Thomas Frost

Tim Frugia

Tracy Fulford

Karen Fuqua

Simon Gallardo

Carl Galloway

Kim Galvan

Norma Garcia

Ellena Garcia

Mark Garcia

Wade Garcia

Janie Garcia

Rose Garcia

Thelma Garcia

Jennifer Garcia

Monique Garcia

Darryl Gardner

Tammy Garibay

Mary Garibay

Jacinta Garrett

Sonya Garza

Rolanda Garza

Ann Gaskill

Linda Gee

David Geib

Wesley Gel

Robert Getso

Carla Gibson

Giovanna Giles

Pam Gill

Danielle Gillespie

Beverly Gilley

Doris Glanz

Maggie Glaskox

Rafaela Glenn

Cindy Glenn

Mandy Goliday

Cesar Gomez

Sofia Gomez

Rosa Gomez

Delorez Gonzales

Hector Gonzales

Ana Gonzales

Delorez Gonzalez

Ricardo Gonzalez

Vivian Granger

Theresa Greco

Sarah Green

Sandra Greer

Amy Greer

April Griffiths

Ramona Grigsby

Mary Grismore

Tonya Groh

Kayla Groth

Deatra Guidry

Amy Gurnea

Franklin Hadome

Doris Hall

Debbie Hamilton

Becky Hamilton

Suzanne Hamm

Laurinda Harbour

Sandra Hardeman

Patsy Harmon

Harris Harr

Barbara Harrell

Denise Harris

Frederica Harris

Meredith Hartzog

Heather Harvey

Janet Hatfield

Matt Havard

Mary Hawkins

Cheryl Haxel

Susan Hayes

Sandy Heath

Jamie Helfernan

Debby Henderson

Patricia Henderson

Sandra Henderson-

Odom

Roland Hennigan

Sharon Henry

Sharon Hensley

David Hensley

Gloria Hernandez

Margaret Hernandez

Santos Hernandez

Sandy Hernandez

Nancy Hernandez

Rose Herrera

Lisa Herrera

Ofelia Herrera-Ramirez

Stephen Herring

Cheryl Heuod

Irene Highberg

Kerrie Highley

Michelle Hilkemeier

Bea Hilton

Larry Hinson

Linda Hlauka

Julie Hobbs

Richard Hodges

Jill Hof

Rebecca Hoffereck

Jana Holland

Deborah Holley

Amanda Honeywill

Christi Hopkins

Karen Hopkins

Ellen Houde

Anne Howard

Judy Howard

Linda Hubbell

Angee Huerta

Sonia Huerta

Catrena Hughes

Carrie Hughes

Edward Hunter

Janet Hurst

Deborah Isbell

Sara Jackson

Terry Jackson

Hugh Jackson

Hugh Jackson

Georgette Jacobs

Fred James

Debbie Jana

Nancy Jenkins

Madeline Jensen

The GEM recognition program is designed for
employees, students and volunteers to acknowl-
edge each other for professional behavior and for
“Going the Extra Mile” in their daily activities.
The list of people on these pages each received at
least three GEM cards. Fifty names will be drawn
at 2 p.m. Feb. 19 during the Employee Service Day
celebration in Levin Hall. The winners will each
receive unique UTMB-branded merchandise.

GOING THE EXTRA MILE

See GEM on Page 9
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Sherry Jia

Elizabeth Johnigan

Thomas Johnson

Aurelia Johnson

Kara Johnson

Nancy Johnson

Tameka Johnson

Jenny Johnson

Katrina Johnson

Darlene Johnson

Patricia Johnson

LeeAnn Johnson

Paul Johnson

Louis Johnston

Delores Jolly

Vernetta Jones

Barbara Jones

Nathan Jones

Jennifer Jones

Tarauia Jones

Carolyn Jones

Carol Jones

Michael Jordan

John Jorgenson

Ray Jutz

Susanne Kaboord

Mary Karasek

Kristin K-Bolton

Randall Keef

Jean Kelley

Amy Kelm

Jenny Kelton

Jenny Kelton -Alexander

Usha Khatri

Ann Kimberlin

Kristin Kincaid-Bolton

Patsy King- Bonnie

Elnora Kitchen

Daniel Kiuch

Mary Kocian

Kusum Koshy

Barbara Krell-Wobipka

Renee Krenek

Patricia Kunkel

Rhanda Kurtz

Lori Kusnerik

Margaret Kwil

Ricky LaBelle

Lymarie Laboy

Jamie Lacy

Faith LaDay

Charlotte Laison

Jeff Landry

Dona Lane

Karen Langley

Charlotte Larsen

M’Linda Lasswell

Mason Lawrence

Esther Laws

Lisa Lazare

Reynaldo Lazarin

Lisa Leal

Sheri Leavitt

Walton LeBlanc

Shelly Lee

Don Lefeber

Brenda Lehman

Cheryl Lehman

Ardis Lemon

Jan Lemore

Guadalupe Leon

Tamyra Leonard

Bridget Lewis-Clack

Lillian Leyva

Debbie Libbey

Betty Lieber

Bobbie Liggins

Donna Linscomb

Ninel Listengarten

Debbie Little

Joanna Lloreda

Michelle Lockwood

Robbie Loftin

Donna Lone

Amber Long

Cecilia Lopez

Jesus Lopez

Margaret Lopez

Jose Lopez

Lori Lopez

Jeanette Lummus

Gianna Luper

Diane Lyons

Brianne Mabe

Jacqueline Mac Issac

Gary Madgett

Sandy MaGee

Monica Magtoto

Thomas Maliszewski

Earl Maples

Gregury Mapp

Debra Marlin

David Marshall

Rebecca Martin

Nerida Martin

Michelle Martin

Annie Martin

Natisha Martines

Pollie Martinez

Brenda Martinez

Dora Martinez

Annette Martinez

Joe Martinez

Paula Mason

Lawrence Mason

Donna Masters

Magdalena Mata

Sandra Matranga

Mark Mayes

Robert Maza

Tim McBeth

Jessica McCall

Paul McCarthy

Jane McCourt

Roslyn McCray

Kara McCrief

Vickie McDowell

Sam McElhanon

Sue McKay

Jan McLemore

Elizabeth McMahan

Shelia McNeal

Patricia McNeel

Tracy McPhee

Susan Meads-Leahy

Connie Melecio

Estefana Mendoza

Iscla Mendoza

Abdell Merida

Sharon Metyko

Gregg Meyer

Carol Ann Micheletti

June Middlebrooks

Carol Miller

Joe Miller

Samantha Miller

Ianthia Mills

Sue Minello

Octaviano Mirando

Rodheshyam Miryala

Deepti Mishra

June Misuokonis

Diane Mitchell

Susan Mitchell

Dana Monford

Becky Monsivaiz

Lupe Montemayor

Mary Moody

Joyce Moore

Malcolm Moore

Celeste Morales

Amanda Morales

Virginia Morales

April Moreno

Robert Morgan

Marsha Morgan

Jim Morris

Randal Morris

Lisa Muehlberger

Coty Mueke

Pam Mulloy

Jeanette Munoz

Maria Munoz

Renice Murphy

Patrick Murphy

Carol Myers

Steve Myers

Lisa Nava

Diane Neiberger

Margaret Neidhart

Janet Neisser

Henrietta Nelson

Tammy Nelson

Debbie Nelson

Linda Nelson

Carol Nemitz

Chi Nguyen

Theresa Nguyen

Anita Nounes

Celeste Nounes

Jamie Nutt

Tom Ogelsby

Genetria Olivier

Patricia Olvares

Bonnie Oney

Angela Onofre

Lisa Oppermann

Jim Oreschnigg

Robin Ortiz

Carmela Ovalle

Kelly Overstreet

Gracie Pacheco

Linda Padierna

Leslie Palomo

Vivian Parker

Shelly Parker

Julie Parker

Jyoti Patel

Roxie Patterson

Maria Paz

Drue Pean

Mary Pena

Dolores Pena

Debra Pence

Alison Perez

Sunshine Perez

Anna Perez

Anita Perez

Brandy Perez

Lisa Perin

LaTonya Perkins

Toni Perry

Steve Peters

Lynda Petty

Taur Phaur

Jennifer Phillips

Tamekia Phillips

Krezandra Pines

Linda Pines

Gina Ploss

Donna Porter

Willie Porter

Jeanette Pretorius

Kelley Prevou

Cindy Pritchard

Kristen Puritis

Mary Quevedo

Yolanda Quintanilla

Hilda Quintero

Gypsy Quiroga

Julie Quiroga

Diane Rac

Mitchell Radicioni

Belinda Rambo

Judy Ramirez

Sofia Ramirez

Sylvia Ramos

Jacinta Ransom-Garrett

Daniel Reagan

Linda Reamy

Janna Redman

Kelli Redman

Lisa Reece

Nicole Reeves

Melissa Reid

Shirley Reyes

Valerie Reyes

Lacey Reyna

Mick Reynolds

Seyed Riazirad

Ticia Rice

Mark Richardi

Nancy Ritzmann

Lynn Rivera

Boris Rivera

Lydia Rivera

Felicia Roberson

Janet Roberson

William Roberts

Judy Roberts

Tracy Robinson

Richard Robinson

Monique Rodgers

Connie Rodriquez

Linda Rojas

Eddie Roman

Pat Romano

Lisa Romero

Vikki Ross

Jamiey Rougeaux

Jay Royce

Jessica Rubin

Karen Ruiz

Mirian Ruiz

Davida Rutherford

Jami Ryan

Alma Salazar

Sylvia Salinas

Marissa Salinas

Cynthia Sanchez

Elisa Sanchez

Guy Sandel

Mike Santos

Rolando Sauceda

Rodora Sayles

Gary Scales

Peggy Scarbrough

Rita Schaper

Laurie Schaper

Susie Schexnaider

Beth Schilling

Jason Schmeisser

Steve Schuenke

Lynn Schultz

Leslie Schulze

Rhonda Scott

Kathryn Scroggins

Verlicia Scurry

Peggy Searbrough

Rachel Selby

Mary Ann Selman

Sylvia Serna

Marie Shaffner

Trish Sharpe

Sarah Sheffield

Cynthia Shiflet

Leslie Shupe

Valerie Sidio

Jack Siller

Theresa Silva

Linda Simpson

Lillie Simpson

Julie Sinainejad

Kasie Smajstrla

Raymond Smith

Belinda Smith

Sandra Smith

Cindy Smith

Steve Smith

Chrystene Smith-Joshua

Becky Soliz

Johnny Soliz

Allen Sonntag

Jose Soto

Howard Stanley

Penny Stanton

Douglas Stark

William Stein

Rachel Stella

Rhonda Stimpson

Shantel Stone

Beth Stratton

Kenneth Strawn

Jeanette Stuart

Judy Sturgeon

Cora Suayan

Josh Sultz

Sherri Suszter

Roylisha Swan

Marsha Sweatt

Ishamel Sweeney

Maricela Tamayo

Becky Tarrant

Mark Tates

Olivia Taylor

Christy Taylor

Susan Taylor

Terry Taylor

Laura Teed

Janelle Terry

Toni Terry

Diana Thiele

Sarah Thomas

Suzanne Thomas

Chelita Thomas

Ronald Thornton

Melinda Tillman

Kim Tindel

Esther Tinney

Evonne Tolbert

Fannie Tomlinson

Kayanne Toney

Nora Torres

Jennifer Townsend-

Rodriguez

Deborah Tqabor

Amy Tran

Darin Trees

Janet Trevino

Cuong Trinh

Julie Trumble

lizabeth Tsapenko

Florencio Tuazon

Marilou Tubig

Sonja Tucker

Madelyn Tucker

Sherri Tumbleson

Fannie Tumilson

Harry Turner

Evelyn Turner

Josette Tweddle

Diane Ugartechea

Hanna Uhrova

Sherry Underwood

Robert Varela

Pam Vassallo

Carmen Vazquez

David Velasco

Lisa Velasquez

Roseanna Vincent

Mary Waddell

Jennifer Wafer

Ronnie Walker

Brad Wall

Ashley Wallace

Ryan Wallace

Isabel Walsh

Christopher Walter

Earlene Walters

Nan Wang

Kim Ward

Viola Watkins

Caroline Weekly

Emily Welch

Stephanie Wells

Jackie Wenske

Karolyn Westall

Cathy Westfield

Rosanne Westmoreland

Joyce Wheeler

Mary Whitby

Nicole White

Beverly White

Nicole Whyte

Cynthia Wilhoit

Ginger Williams

Donna Wilson

Linda Wilson

Jan Winnike

Pamela Winter

Mark Winter

Judy Wolf

Rosa Wollam

Charlotte Wollam

Alan Womack

Dolly Womble

Aldrena Woods-Wingate

Barbara Wooley

Likita Wooten

Marcella Worthy

Keith Wright

Elton Yancey

Norsie Young

Cheryl Young

Cecilia Yuoh

Enor Zamora

Sylvia Zavala

Mark Zepeda

Sharon Zeringue

Margaret Zimmerle

Mary Zimmerman

Kathleen Zipprian

Mayra Zuniga

GEM from Page 8

By J. CHRISTIAN MESSA

Two faculty members in the Graduate
School of Biomedical Sciences have been
appointed to endowed professorships in
recognition of their exemplary teaching.

Drs. Billy U. Philips Jr. and John
Papaconstantinou were awarded the Dr.
Leon Bromberg Professorship for
Excellence in Teaching and the Mary and
J. Palmer Saunders Professorship for
Excellence in Teaching, respectively.
Professorships and other endowments are
permanently invested funds that support
the research, educational or clinical inter-
ests of those appointed to the positions.

Dr. Cary W. Cooper, dean of the Graduate
School of Biomedical Sciences, said the
professorships are well-deserved honors
for Philips and Papaconstantinou.

“These are two of our most outstanding
teachers,” Cooper said. “Both are long-
standing UTMB faculty members and are
highly deserving of this recognition. Dr.
Philips’ nomination was strongly support-
ed by graduate students who cited the
excellence he brings to the classroom. Dr.
Papaconstantinou has supervised a large
number of our Ph.D. graduates who have
gone on to highly successful careers in
biomedical science and who remember
him fondly for his close mentorship.”

Philips, professor and director of the
Division of Epidemiology and
Biostatistics in UTMB’s Department of
Preventive Medicine and Community
Health, teaches graduate and medical stu-
dents and physician residents about the
causes of disease, as well as cancer pre-
vention and control. 

“I’m extremely honored to receive the
Bromberg professorship,” said Philips,
who directs the department’s graduate
programs. “Teaching truly is a calling, and
I’m flattered my peers on the faculty
awards committee have selected me for
this accolade in education. I hope to use
this opportunity to encourage some of our
senior graduate students to hone their
own teaching skills and to learn more
about Dr. Bromberg.”

The Bromberg professorship was estab-
lished by the Dr. Leon Bromberg
Charitable Trust Fund and presented in
honor of Dr. Truman G. Blocker Jr., the

first UTMB chief executive to hold the
title of president. It is the second
endowed position at UTMB created by
the Galveston foundation, the first being
a professorship in internal medicine.

Under the leadership of Charles G.
Dibrell Jr., chair, and Judge C.G. “Trey”
Dibrell III, trustee, the Bromberg
Charitable Trust has been a significant
contributor to UTMB. The Bromberg
Trust has a primary mission of supporting
medical and educational institutions. It
was created by the will of Galvestonian
Dr. Leon Bromberg, assistant professor of
clinical medicine at UTMB from 1955 to
1969. 

Papaconstantinou is a principal investiga-
tor and professor in the Department of
Human Biological Chemistry and
Genetics. He garnered the Saunders pro-
fessorship for his work in training gradu-
ate students in his laboratory, mentoring
postdoctoral fellows and developing
courses at UTMB.

“I am proud and honored to have been
chosen for this prestigious award,” he
said. “In the past 40 years, I mentored
many students and postdoctoral fellows
who have gone on to excellent careers.
Recognition of this achievement by the
Saunders professorship is also recognition
of my students’ achievements, and I will
continue to strive for excellence in teach-
ing. This award also has special meaning
for me because I have known and

befriended Dr. Saunders since 1979 when
I first arrived at UTMB.”

Dr. J. Palmer Saunders, the Graduate
School of Biomedical Sciences dean
emeritus who, with his wife, established
the endowment bearing their names, was
appointed the first full-time dean of the
graduate school in 1974.

During his tenure, Saunders launched
some of the school’s most vital programs,
including the Ph.D. program in neuro-
science and the medical humanities, the
Master of Medical Science Program and
the M.D./Ph.D. Combined Degree
Program. He also organized the universi-
ty’s Committee for Diversity in Graduate
Education. Like the Bromberg endow-
ment, the Saunders professorship is
awarded to outstanding graduate school
faculty each academic year. 

The Bromberg professorship will support
Philips’ research in cancer prevention and
control. His work is devoted to communi-
ty-based participatory research to better
understand how to help people avoid can-
cer and to better meet the nutritional
needs of people with cancer.

Philips helped reestablish the “Commit
to Quit” smoking cessation program at
UTMB, and he founded the Cancer
Nutrition Network for Texans, which was
inspired by Philips’ personal experiences
in helping his father through a long battle
with cancer. 

Philips also founded the Cancer Teaching
and Curriculum Enhancement in
Undergraduate Medicine (CATCHUM)
Project, a National Cancer Institute-fund-
ed consortium of eight medical schools in
Texas that is dedicated to undergraduate
medical education in cancer prevention.
He is principal investigator and chairman
of the consortium, which is the only one
of its kind in the United States and a rec-
ognized model for collaborative educa-
tion. Philips is chairman of the Cancer
Control Coalition for Texas and was hon-
ored with the Gib Lewis Award for
Excellence in Cancer Education in Texas
by the Texas Legislature. Philips, who
joined UTMB in 1973, is also associate
education director for the UTMB
Educational Cancer Center. The center
coordinates a curriculum that teaches the
university’s medical students about cancer
prevention and screening.

As the Bertha and Robert Bucksch
Distinguished Professor of Aging,
Papaconstantinou is researching the
molecular biology and genetics of longevi-
ty and aging. His studies have revealed
that aging can lead to the development of
chronic inflammatory stress in the body. 

Papaconstantinou’s goal is to understand
the processes behind age-related changes
in gene regulation and signaling. These
changes cause elderly people to experi-
ence chronic inflammation and an
impaired ability to recover from such
inflammatory stress.

Papaconstantinou, a senior fellow in
UTMB’s Sealy Center on Aging, is also
exploring the genetics behind longevity.
In a study involving mice, he has hypoth-
esized that decreases in insulin signaling
to cells lowers oxidative stress—the incre-
mental damage caused to the human
body by oxygen—and increases the
body’s resistance to the stress. Both traits
are linked to longer lives.

In addition to his research,
Papaconstantinou designed the
Development of Advanced Genetics
Course at UTMB, a class that studies
heredity at the molecular level.

Two faculty receive professorships for excellence
Endowments awarded to outstanding graduate school faculty each academic year

Dr. John Papaconstantinou Dr. Billy U. Philips Jr.
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Eight-year-old Harry Kelso Jr. was taking a
spelling test in his Texas City classroom
the morning of April 16, 1947. His school
was about a mile from the Texas City har-
bor, where a freighter loaded with explo-
sive ammonium nitrate fertilizer was burn-
ing. The city’s firefighters had been strug-
gling to extinguish the blaze when the ship
erupted into a mammoth fireball, creating
a smoke column nearly 2,000 feet high.

More than 56 years later, Kelso, now a
physician in Galveston, still does not
remember the word he was trying to spell
correctly when the blast from the exploding
ship hammered his school. He can easily
recall what happened afterward, however.

“The explosion blew a roller window
shade off, and it landed in between two
desks in front of me as I tried to get out,”
Kelso said. “The classroom’s door was off
its hinges.”

When Kelso and the rest of his third-grade
classmates ran outside, they heard pieces of
shrapnel whizzing through the air and land-
ing on the school playground. Kelso’s
father, meanwhile, had been gravely
injured in the initial blast of what would
become known as the Texas City Disaster,
the worst industrial accident in U.S. history.

On nearby Galveston Island, Dr. Truman
G. Blocker Jr. was performing surgery in a
UTMB operating room when the S.S.
Grandcamp exploded. Surgical instruments
bounced on Blocker’s tray. He ran to a win-

dow to witness a mushroom cloud rising
above Texas City.

“Having a lot of information about the
atomic bomb, I thought this was one and
that World War III had started,” Blocker
once said in an interview.

Kelso’s father, a Monsanto Chemical Plant
engineer, was rushed to UTMB along with
many other injured people. Harry Kelso
Sr. had been watching the Grandcamp
burn from his Monsanto office, about 300
yards from the ship. The explosion shat-
tered his office window; he suffered
severe facial lacerations and nearly lost his
right arm as a result.

Blocker and his surgical team repaired the
damage to the elder Kelso’s face and arm. 

“In later years, we could hardly see a
[facial] scar,” Dr. Kelso said. “It was very
remarkable.”

In gratitude for Blocker’s work on his
father, Kelso and his wife, Margaret,
recently made a commitment to establish
the Harry B. and Marie S. Kelso Endowed
Blocker Scholarship at UTMB. The schol-
arship, named in memory of Kelso’s par-
ents, will benefit deserving students in the
university’s M.D./Ph.D. combined degree
program. Graduates of the program will
become leaders in advancing medicine,
using their background in basic and clinical
sciences to translate research results into
clinical practice. 

The Kelsos’ contribution was one of the

capstone commitments to the university’s
$5 million Blocker Scholars Initiative,
which solidified the academic infrastruc-
ture of the M.D./Ph.D. program. Kelso
himself co-chaired efforts to raise funds for
the initiative in the Galveston region.

Blocker, who in 1967 became the first
UTMB chief executive to hold the title of
president, was hailed as a model physician-
scientist by his peers. The 1933 UTMB
graduate translated the findings of his plas-
tic surgery and burns care research and
applied them when caring for his patients
at the bedside. Blocker played a major role
in the history of UTMB for almost 50 years
until his death in 1984. He led UTMB
from 1964 to 1974 and witnessed enor-
mous growth at the university, both in
building construction and new programs.
Blocker was a brigadier general in the U.S.
Army Reserve, as well as chairman of the
Galveston College Board of Regents.

Kelso, a 1965 UTMB School of Medicine
graduate, said the Kelso Endowed Blocker
Scholarship seemed like a fitting way to
pay homage to Blocker.

“Dr. Blocker played a significant role in
my parents’ lives and in my life, and we
wanted to honor him,” he said. “We felt it
was an appropriate gift to make to the uni-
versity.”

Kelso recalled how, as a student, he
learned much from attending Blocker’s lec-
tures. Blocker was also instrumental in
securing a stipend for Kelso to study a year

abroad at the University of Hamburg.

Kelso, who now serves as vice president
and medical director at American National
Insurance Co., said he also wanted to
establish the scholarship at UTMB to
thank his alma mater.

“The university taught me how to make a
living, but more so, how to be a physician,”
he said. “My family has been in Galveston
for generations, and UTMB has been here
as part of the health care delivery system
to my family.”

The Kelso family’s ties to the academic
health center run deep. Kelso’s two sons,
Jim and Craig, work at UTMB, and Jim
was born on campus at John Sealy
Hospital. Jim’s wife, Becky, is presently
interning at the university and will join
its dermatology residency program next
year. “We really are a UTMB family,”
Kelso said.

Harry Kelso remains heavily involved with
UTMB. He is a founding member and for-
mer chair of the President’s Cabinet, a vol-
unteer organization that advances UTMB’s
mission by providing seed money for ini-
tiatives that improve the quality of life in
the Galveston area. He is also a member of
the UTMB Development Board, an organ-
ization that helps create fund-raising strate-
gies for the university. Its members act as
“ambassadors” for the academic health
center, assisting in outreach efforts to
alumni, patients and other supporters.

Alumnus establishes scholarship in Blocker program
Blocker, UTMB’s first president, cared for Dr. Harry Kelso’s father, survivor of Texas City Disaster

Dr. Vicki Freeman, chair of the
Department of Clinical Laboratory
Sciences, has been selected to receive the
2004 American Society for Clinical
Pathology Associate Excellence in
Education Award. The society presents
this competitive and prestigious award
annually to an individual who has demon-
strated outstanding performance in teach-
ing through work in the classroom or clinic,
or through development of effective teach-
ing methods and/or instructional materials.

Working with a consortium of educators,

including her faculty, and with the full sup-
port of Dr. Charles Christiansen, dean of
the School of Allied Health Sciences,
Freeman was instrumental in developing
an innovative, state-of-the-art Clinical
Laboratory Sciences distance-learning pro-
gram based at UTMB.

Funded through grant dollars, the
WebCLS program provides distance edu-
cation to underserved areas of Texas. It
enables laboraty staff the advantage of fur-
thering their professional clinical education
while continuing to serve in their home

communities. The award will be presented
in March at the society’s 2004 conference
in Atlanta.

For information about the WebCLS
program, call (409) 772-3055.

In January, Freeman joined Wendy
Arneson, adjunct assistant professor, in a
visit to the Lab Alliance of Central New
York in Liverpool, N.Y. They visited with
Lonnie Stallcup, a training specialist there,
and the first three New York students to
participate in the collaboration. The Lab

Alliance of Central New York is starting a
medical technologist training program to
recruit people with Bachelor of Science
degrees in chemistry and biology. After
investigating all clinical laboratory science
programs available in the United States,
the alliance selected UTMB’s program to
provide the didactics for the new program.
Stallcup said UTMB’s program was select-
ed because of its “outstanding reputation
and visionary leadership in the training of
laboratory scientists.”

Vicki Freeman to receive national Excellence in Education award
Clinical Laboratory Sciences Department recognized by New York alliance as one of best programs in the country

By SEENA SIMON

Children with severe burns have a dimin-
ished capacity to make vitamin D and
should receive vitamin D supplements to
stop their bones from weakening,
researchers here reported in a study pub-
lished Jan. 24 in The Lancet. 

UTMB Pediatrics Professor Dr. Gordon
Klein, the lead author, discovered along
with his colleagues that children with
burns on more than 40 percent of their
bodies don’t make enough vitamin D on
their own to produce strong bones. 

Normally, human skin makes vitamin D,
known as the “sunshine vitamin,” through
exposure to sunlight. But in burned chil-
dren, even skin that’s not burned cannot

make enough vitamin D, the study found. 

“This phenomenon becomes worse with
time, rather than better,” Klein said. 

Burn patients are known to suffer from a
high incidence of bone fractures later in
life. This research may explain why.
Vitamin D, which helps bones absorb calci-
um, is crucial to the development of strong
bones. Vitamin D deficiency can lead to
osteomalacia (soft bones) or, in extreme
cases, rickets, a disease of the young char-
acterized by soft and deformed bones. 

Children lose bone mass after being
burned. Though their bone mass regener-
ates with time, new bone tissue in burned
children isn’t as dense as the bone tissue of
children who haven’t suffered burns. 

The researchers studied skin biopsies of 12
children treated at Galveston’s Shriners
Burns Hospital, which treats children from
throughout the world free of charge.
Researchers tracked the patients’ vitamin D
levels for seven years. They found that
burned children’s skin becomes so ineffi-
cient at producing vitamin D that exposure
to sunlight alone wouldn’t produce enough
vitamin D. 

Vitamin D supplements should become
part of burned children’s therapy both dur-
ing their treatment and after they are dis-
charged from the hospital, Klein said. 

Because the study was conducted at a chil-
dren’s burns hospital, researchers didn’t
have an opportunity to analyze vitamin D

levels in adult burn patients. Nevertheless,
Klein said there was no reason to think the
situation would be different for adult burn
patients. Still, he said that more research is
required to assess for sure whether burned
adults’ bodies experience similar inabilities
to properly synthesize vitamin D from sun-
light. 

The study, “Synthesis of Vitamin D in
Skin After Burns,” appeared in the Jan. 24
issue of the British medical journal The
Lancet. In addition to Klein, the study’s co-
authors are Tai Chen and Dr. Michael
Holick, of Boston University Medical
Center; Dr. Craig Langman and Heather
Price, of Northwestern University; and
Mario Celis and Dr. David Herndon of
UTMB. 

Study indicates burned children deficient in vitamin D; supplements could help

AROUND CAMPUS

PEOPLE, NEWS AND EVENTS

IN BRIEF
Market Street closure to
continue through mid-February
A part of Market Street on the south side,
between Eighth Street and University
Boulevard, closed Feb. 4 so that a
telecommunications ductbank can be
extended to Rebecca Sealy Hospital. Access
to the Administration Building parking garage
and Rebecca Sealy Hospital will not be
affected.

The work should take approximately two
weeks. For information about construction
projects around campus, visit the UTMB
Construction Information web site at
www.utmb.edu/construction/. 

Current UT System benefits
newsletter now online
UT System’s Employee Group Insurance
Office has published its Winter 2004 benefits
newsletter News About Your Benefits. You can
see the e-publication online at
www.utsystem.edu/egi/newsletter/jan2004.htm.

The next newsletter will be available in late
spring and will include the information needed
to enroll in or make changes to your benefits
during the July 2004 annual enrollment
period.

Symposium to acknowledge
work of Dr. E. Brad Thompson
The Department of Human Biological
Chemistry and Genetics is hosting a
symposium on March 12 titled “Signaling Life
and Death—An acknowledgement of the
contributions of E. Brad Thompson, M.D., to
40 years of progress in molecular
endocrinology.” The symposium, which will be
in Levin Hall, will honor and celebrate
Thompson’s contributions to science and to

UTMB. Thompson is the retired chairman of

Human Biological Chemistry and Genetics, a

position he had for 19 years.

In addition to the department, the symposium

is sponsored by the Office of the President,

the Dean of Medicine’s Office, the Graduate

School of Biomedical Science Dean’s Office,

the Sealy Center for Molecular Science and

the Sealy Center for Structural Biology.

Nominations sought for
annual Silent Angel Award
The UTMB Nurses Week Task Force is

seeking nominations for the fourth annual

Silent Angel Award. This award was created

to honor a registered nurse whose

compassion, caring and advocacy made a

difference in the life or lives of a patient,

family or friend.

Submit nominations, including name of

nominee, a description of the nominee’s

contribution, and name of the nominator by

April 9 to Susan Meads-Leahy at campus

mail route 0518.

OF NOTE
Dr. Kyriakos Markides, director of the

division of sociomedical sciences, recently

received a five-year extension on a National

Institute on Aging grant to continue to study

the health of 3,050 older Mexican Americans

from five southwestern states. Markides has

been principle investigator for the study since

1993, when the subjects were originally

interviewed and examined in their homes to

begin the Hispanic Established Population for

the Epidemiologic Studies of the Elderly.

Three follow-up interviews have since been

conducted, allowing UTMB researchers to

compile the nation’s primary source of

information about the health of Mexican

Americans. With this recent extension,

Markides will add 1,000 study subjects aged

75 and older.

�

The board of trustees of the American Society

for Artificial Internal Organs (ASAIO)

appointed Dr. Joseph B. Zwischenberger,

professor of surgery and internal medicine, as

editor of the ASAIO Journal for a five-year

term beginning January 2004. This bimonthly

journal is in the forefront of artificial organ

research and development. It features peer-

reviewed articles of the highest quality that

describe the research, development and

application of biomaterials, the most recent

advances in the design of artificial organ

devices, and findings from initial testing. 

‘Surgery in the Elderly
Patient’ symposium
Dr. Michael Warren, chief of the
Division of Urology, presents a
humorous and informative look at
urologic surgery Jan. 27 in Levin Hall.
Warren was one of eight doctors who
presented at the Sealy Center on
Aging and the Department of Surgery
symposium on “Surgery in the Elderly
Patient,” which highlighted recent
advances in patient management that
help provide better outcomes for
surgical procedures in elderly patients. Students mark Chinese New Year

Vickie Mai, a junior in the Clinical Laboratory
Sciences Department, rolls the dice for a
game of “Lucky Chess” to celebrate the Lunar
New Year Jan. 22, as it is recognized in her
homeland China. Students in the School of
Allied Health Sciences met to enjoy the
traditional “betting” game (mimicked here with
play money) and to snack on Chinese and
Vietnamese food, including lotus reed,
candied ginger and sticky rice cake. The
celebration was sponsored by the
Multicultural Awareness Council, a student-
initiated organization with a mission to
educate, unite and honor UTMB students of
all cultures. President Terry Agbara, a
graduate student in physician assistant
studies, says the group functions on
donations that enable them to organize
monthly events on campus.
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Your guide to honesty!

� To report suspected waste, abuse and
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� All calls are strictly confidential and

anonymous.
� Available 24 hours a day, 365 days a

year.

Numbers
to know

UTMB Suggestion Box

www.utmb.edu/esp/
� Have a good idea to make UTMB a

better place to work, or a better place
to be a patient? Log on to the web site
and send your suggestion to the
people who can make it happen.

� No web access? Drop your suggestion
in the box on campus.

UTMB Logo Guidelines
www.utmb.edu/identity_system

� Log on for information to help you understand and properly

apply the UTMB Identity System to your promotional

materials, including publications, web sites, speciality items

and videos. 

(409) 772-2618

� Call Public Affairs if you have any questions, or to arrange for

the required institutional review of your promotional materials.

“We’re at the beginning of the campaign,
and it’s important for those closest to the
institution to make pace-setting gifts and
set an example for others in the communi-
ties we serve,” Stobo said. “I’m deeply grat-
ified that the board responded to our
request for support with the largest gift in
the Kempner Fund’s history.” 

Founded in 1946 by descendants of Harris
and Eliza Kempner, the Kempner Fund
focuses its giving on health and human
services, community development, educa-
tion, and arts and historic preservation.
More than 80 percent of its grants go to
Galveston nonprofit organizations.

“Historically, the fund has always been
focused on Galveston, and the connection
of UTMB to Galveston is always there,”
said Houston obstetrician and gynecologist
Peter Kempner Thompson. A graduate of
UTMB’s School of Medicine, Thompson is
also the grandson of its first chairman of sur-
gery, J.E. Thompson, and was a member of
the Kempner Fund board at the time the
record-setting commitment was made.
“There are people in the community who
need help, and one way to give them help
is through better health care. UTMB is the
perfect vehicle for that.”  

Not counting this most recent gift, the
Kempner Fund has contributed more than
$5 million to UTMB, including endow-
ments for scholarships and five named pro-
fessorships and distinguished professorships
in genetics, medical humanities, child psy-
chiatry, cognitive rehabilitation and radia-
tion oncology. 

The fund has enriched educational pro-
grams both for UTMB students and for sec-
ondary school students and undergraduates
considering careers in the health sciences.
Among other educational programs, the
fund’s commitment has been demonstrated
time and again through grants to UTMB’s

schools of Medicine, Nursing, Allied Health
Sciences and Graduate Biomedical
Sciences; the establishment of numerous
lectureships; significant support for a sum-
mer undergraduate research program and
summer science camps geared for
Galveston-area students and teachers; and
much more. The fund has also contributed
to clinical programs that range from fighting
breast cancer to making hospitalization less
stressful for UTMB’s youngest patients. 

“Theirs is a rich legacy,” said Stobo, who
noted that members of the board are
remarkable for the amount of time, energy
and talent they personally contribute to the
local community. 

Of the nine voting board members, seven
are Kempner family members. When the
commitment to UTMB was made in
December 2003, the board consisted of
Sasser, Jack Currie, Peaches Kempner, I.H.
“Denny” Kempner III, Rabbi Jimmy
Kessler, Robert Lynch, Lyda Ann Thomas,
Dr. Peter Thompson and Daniel Thorne.
Three emeritus members, including com-
munity leader and former fund chair
Leonora “Nonie” Thompson, are also
active. Elaine Perachio has been the fund’s
executive director for the past 15 years. 

“It’s hard to imagine what Galveston would
be like without the Kempner Fund,” said
Currie, a retired investment securities exec-
utive. “They’re in every walk of life here.”
In addition to UTMB, the fund has provid-
ed leadership support to the Galveston
Historical Foundation, the Grand 1894
Opera House, the Texas Seaport Museum
and numerous social service charities.

But the relationship to the university has
been especially close. Nonie Thompson is
the daughter-in-law of UTMB’s first chair of
surgery. Harris L. “Shrub” Kempner Jr. con-
tributed his time and effort as chair of the
university’s capital campaign during the
1990s and is co-chair of the present cam-

paign. He and his mother, Ruth Kempner,
both serve on UTMB’s Development
Board, which he has chaired twice.  

In fact, Kempner family members have per-
sonally contributed more than $2 million to
the university. Most recently, Randall T.
Kempner and Harris L. “Branch” Kempner
III, grandsons of Ruth Kempner, estab-
lished a professorship in her honor in
UTMB’s Department of Radiation
Oncology. 

“I’m proud to be part of a family that’s sup-
porting UTMB,” said Kempner Fund board
member Lyda Ann Thomas, a Galveston
civic leader now serving her sixth year on
the city council.

She explained that she has been aware of
the Kempner connection with the universi-
ty since her childhood, when her grandpar-
ents, I.H. and Eliza Kempner, invited
everyone from the university’s president to
medical and nursing students to the family’s
traditional Christmas party.

“The Sealy family and the Moody family
have also given the university terrific sup-
port,” she said. “We hope that other people
in Galveston will step up and support
UTMB as well.”

The five-year comprehensive campaign,
which officially began Sept. 1, 2003, focuses
on four broad-based areas that are critical to
public health: improving access to care;
teaching the art and science of health care;
infectious diseases, biodefense and vaccine
development; and longevity, chronic condi-
tions and neurological recovery. Campaign
initiatives will benefit programs of excel-
lence in all four UTMB schools; scholar-
ships to support promising students; endow-
ments to help attract and retain the best
faculty; university-wide research; clinical
care programs; and capital improvements to
further the university’s mission.
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PEOPLE, NEWS AND EVENTS

‘Commit to Fit’
UTMB launches employee fitness campaign

Editor’s Note: This letter from President John
D. Stobo originally was distributed via email
and the Internet.

It’s a new year, one fresh and full of
promise. I’m sure many of you have

started this year with a set of resolutions,
and some of those may relate to your
health. You may have pledged to drop a
few pounds, watch what you eat, manage
your stress better, or get more exercise.

At UTMB, we want to help you succeed.
We care about your health and the health
of your family. We want to make 2004 a
year of health and fitness for the UTMB
community, and we’re going to commit

time, energy and resources to make it hap-
pen. If you’re willing to meet us halfway,
UTMB will be here to help you.

The university has a solid foundation of
employee wellness initiatives and pro-
grams already in place. You may already
know or use some—perhaps you’ve partic-
ipated in a health walk, visited the Alumni
Field House, taken a smoking cessation
class or joined one of the “Training for
Life” sessions. We’ll be building upon and
communicating with you about these and
other existing programs. We’ll also be
looking for and creating additional oppor-
tunities on campus and in the community

for you to get active and healthy.

Why the effort, especially at such a busy,
exciting and challenging time in the uni-
versity’s history? 

It’s the right thing, for you personally and
for us as an organization. Good health and
fitness contribute significantly to the qual-
ity of your life. We want you to be happy
and healthy—it’s consistent with our
objective of creating a caring environment
at UTMB. We also know that even mod-
erate exercise can yield dramatic improve-
ments in health. A healthier work force is
more productive, feels better, misses
fewer days due to illness, and has a better

outlook on life. All of this translates to a
more positive workplace. A more fit work-
force may also provide employees an eco-
nomic benefit, with better rates on our
health insurance. 

Watch for more information and news
about our “Commit to Fit” initiative in
the coming weeks. If you have any ques-
tions or ideas for us to consider related to
employee wellness or health promotion,
send it to us at get.fit@utmb.edu.  If
you’ve made a resolution to get healthier
in 2004, we’ll be here to make this the
year it comes true. 

Mary Aceves

Janet Aguilar

Alma Alaniz

Virginia Alaniz

Amy Alfaro

Thomas Allen

Maria Almanza

Gina Almendarez

Carmen Altamirano

Cynthia Anda

Angleton Clerks

Angleton Providers

Angleton Staff

Lynn Arena

Melissa Arguijo

Claudia Arriola

Nansi Avila

Stacy Ballance

Erika Barcenas

Celia Barrera

Beaumont Staff

Vicky Bedoya

Julee Behrens

Kathy Bennett

Erica Bette

Lekisha Betts

Jan Billups

Veronica Borbor

Faye Bounds

Tracie Boyd

Valerie Bray

Judith Briggs

Vickie Broderick

Amanda Brooks

Ray Buenrostro

Aurelia Burciaga

Keri Burk

Susan Cain

Nancy Cantu

Rosemary Carter

Erika Castro

Luz Castro

Belia Chacon

Wanda Clamon

Debra Clark

Eugenie Clement

Conroe Bioterrorism

Team

Conroe WIC Clerks

Bea Coronado

Joyce Crabtree

Sarah Craig

Angela Criswell

Mary Cuellar

Anna Cuevas

Diane Danysh

Abel Davila

Gabriela De Leon

Carmen Dias

Charlye Dollins

Esther Dominguez

Elisabeth Engle

Josie Escalera

Juanita Escamilla

Rebecca Ewah

Graciela Falcao

Elizabeth Flores

Rudy Francisco

Aileen Franklin

Julie Gallart

Alba Galvez

Dianna Gaona

Guadalupe Garcia

Isabel Garcia

Nancy Garcia

Nora Garcia

Oralia Garcia

Rosa Garcia

Cynthia Garza

Deana Gehring

Alfredo Gei

Tamara Glaze

Carolyn Glenney

Elizabeth Gloria

Esther Godbold

Katherine Golden-

Beck

Helen Gonzales

Mary Grear

Velma Gutierrez

Yolanda Gutierrez

Norma Guzman

Willie Jean Harden

Lynn Harris

Sandy Heath

Lauren Hendricks

Sheryl Henry

Amy Hernandez

Benita Hernandez

Lupita Hernandez

Patty Hill

Leslie Huerta

Beth Janda

Kim Johnson

Sandra Jones

Sonia Jordan

Karleen Kizzee

Debbie Koudela

Lynette Laas

Christina Lara

Diana Ledwith

Floy Lewis

Janice Lewis

Mary Lowe

Yolanda Marrufo

Adela Martinez

Monica Martinez

Eunice Martinex-

Kitchen

Juana Mata

Rebecca Sue Mathis

Debbie McCarthy

Sharron McCloud

Cathy McLean

Almira Medina

Ronald Medina

Idalia Mercado

Veronica Mercado

Anabelle Mier

Tonja Mitscherling

Kathy Moff

Leslie Moore

Patricia Morales

Theresa Morales

Yolanda Morin

Patty Nami

Priscilla Narvaez

Belinda Nava

Diane Neiberger

Cynthia Nelson

Dianna Neubauer

Mary Jane Oatis

Gloria Olivares

Veronica Olivo

Marvelia Ortiz

Rosa Ortiz

Lisa Ott

Linda Otto

Lisa Pacheco

PCP Clerks and

Financial Counselors

Sandy Peppers

Deanna Daisy Perez

Terry Perez

Paula Pittman

Lynette Pullen

Brenda Ramagnoli

Bianet Ramirez

Maria Ramirez

Sarah Rebuelta

Mary Reed

Cathy Renteria

Margaret Riddle

Barbara Rideout

Cotrina Roberts

Kelly Roberts

Mary Rodriguez

Margaret Rosas

Elsa Rubio

Elena Sanchez

Deborah Scott

Jessica Sens

Silsbee Staff

Crystal Smith

Ana Somma-Garcia

Katie South

Pat Stovall

Sandy Tegeler

Texas City Staff

Maria Torres

Sandy Towers

Matha Trevino

Carmen Tristan

Diana Tullos

Joan Uncapher

Mary Helen Vargas

Jessica Ventura

Mary Lou Vickery

Victoria Clerical

Support Staff

Ana Villanueva

Beatrice Villanueva

Teresa Villanueva

Monica Voncannon

Mary Ellen Wahlheim

Deborah Walker

Linda Walker

Sharon Weber

Lara Whidden

Veronica Whitaker

Karen Wilcox

Roble Wilemon

Cristi Williams

Stephanie Williams

Toni Williams

Cynthia Wimberly

Charlotte Wollam

Rosa Wollam

Kathy Wurzlow

Sonia Ysquierdo

Patricia Zavala

Margaret Zimmerle

Regional Maternal and Child Health Program names Honor Roll members
The UTMB Regional Maternal and Child Health Program had its annual conference in
December where more than 400 employees gathered to focus on continuing education,
accomplishments, and the Fish! Philosophy, which is a new concept to help bring life
and energy to the workplace.  

As part of the conference, employees and supervisors have the opportunity to recognize
those who have gone above and beyond the call of duty in the provision of excellent
customer service, safety or cost containment, and/or have exemplified the Principles of
Service at work or in the community. These “Honor Roll” nominations are then com-
piled, bound and showcased at the conference so that everyone can read about their
accomplishments. 

These employees are the 2003 Regional Maternal and Child Health Program Honor Roll. 
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Here for the health of Texas.

Kempner Fund
to contribute
$1 million to
campaign

By J. CHRISTIAN MESSA

The Harris and Eliza Kempner
Fund, a Galveston-based family
foundation, has pledged $1 million to
help kick off UTMB’s $250 million
comprehensive campaign. This is

the largest sin-
gle commit-
ment to UTMB
in the founda-
tion’s 58-year
history. 

“We’ve made
this commit-
ment because
we value
UTMB’s
research and its

place in our community,” said
Kempner Fund President Barbara
Sasser, who received her doctorate in
biochemistry from UTMB’s
Graduate School of Biomedical
Sciences in 1983. “We hope that this
leadership gift will also encourage
others who care about Galveston to
become involved.”

“UTMB is a better institution
thanks to the vision and enduring
support of the Harris and Eliza
Kempner Fund,” said UTMB
President John D. Stobo. “For more
than five decades, the board has
contributed to a wide range of aca-
demic, research and clinical pro-
grams, thereby enriching the lives of
Galveston residents and advancing
health care throughout the state and
the nation.

LIVING THE DREAM

By JENNIFER REYNOLDS-SANCHEZ

UTMB students and employees came
together Friday, Jan. 16, with Galveston
County community members to celebrate
the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. The 18th annual celebration spon-
sored by the UTMB Office of Equal
Opportunity and Diversity included a
luncheon and an evening reception and
awards ceremony.

Hundreds attended the luncheon of
Southern fare. Melvin Williams, director of
the Office of Equal Opportunity and
Diversity, welcomed guests and praised
UTMB President Stobo for his efforts to
maintain a multicultural campus.

Michael Jackson, director of St. Vincent’s
House, a comprehensive family communi-
ty outreach center for Galveston’s under-
served populations, also welcomed guests
and invited the community to attend the
numerous festivities happening in
Galveston in the following days to cele-
brate King’s life.

Tamika White and Ashleigh Kennedy then
gave a moving performance that included
dancing, monologues and poetry about the
struggles African Americans have experi-
enced and overcome. 

The grand finale of the event came when
award-winning television and stage actor
Charles Jackson performed a poignant
interpretation of the speech King delivered
after marching for three days from Selma
to Montgomery, Alab., for equal rights in
March 1965.

“The battle is in our hands. And we can

answer with creative nonviolence the call
to higher ground to which the new direc-
tions of our struggle summons us,” Jackson
recited. “The road ahead is not altogether
a smooth one. There are no broad high-
ways that lead us easily and inevitably to
quick solutions. But we must keep going.”

The celebration continued that evening at
the Central Cultural Center in Galveston. 

A large audience enjoyed hors d’oeuvres as
keynote speaker George Wright, president
of Prairie View A&M University, spoke

UTMB, community celebrate legacy
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Service Awards were presented the evening of Jan. 16, at the Central
Cultural Center in Galveston. The awards recognize university employees and faculty who have
made significant efforts to promote equality of all individuals without regard to race, gender,
national origin, age, sexual orientation or disabilities. The 2004 recipients, pictured from left to
right, are Doug Matthews, Office of Community Outreach director of external affairs; Greg
Samford, senior applications system analyst; Christine Comer, assistant vice president for public
affairs; and Dr. Robert Tesh, professor of pathology.

See KING on Page 12

about the true meaning of Martin Luther King Jr. Day. 

He recalled the excitement when King would visit
Lexington, Ky., Wright’s childhood hometown. He also
remembered the confusion, anger and sadness he felt
when he learned that King had been killed.

Wright said that soon after the civil rights leader’s death,
educational opportunities began to surface for African
American students.

Through scholarship programs, Wright attended and
received degrees from the University of Kentucky and
Duke University. He credited King’s legacy for those
opportunities and encouraged the audience to support
children and senior citizens.

“How do we continue the dream?” he asked. “Be advo-
cates for the most vulnerable people in our society.”

The evening concluded with the presentation of the
Martin Luther King Jr. Service Awards by Williams. The
awards recognize university employees and faculty who
have made significant efforts to promote equality of all
individuals without regard to race, gender, national ori-
gin, age, sexual orientation or disabilities.

Candidates are nominated and the winners are chosen
by a committee. The 2004 recipients are Christine Comer,
assistant vice president for public affairs; Greg Samford,
senior applications system analyst; Doug Matthews, Office

of Community Outreach director of external affairs; and
Dr. Robert Tesh, professor of pathology.

Comer was nominated because of the compassion and
respect she shows her staff. Nominator and administra-
tive secretary Eva Tillmon described Comer as a
“remarkable example of what equality and fair treat-
ment really means.”

Samford was nominated by psychiatry professor Dr.
Charles E. Holzer III for “emulating the high standards
of commitment demonstrated in the life of Dr. Martin
Luther King” through his work with numerous commu-
nity services. 

Matthews was praised by Becky Walsdorf, executive
director of community health promotions in the Office
of Community Outreach, for his efforts to ensure on
“both a professional and personal level that appropriate
persons in Washington, D.C., and throughout the state
are aware of Galveston and the community’s needs.”

Tesh was nominated by graduate student Elena Sbrana for
his commitment to a multiethnic working environment.

“In his laboratory, you will find workers from Russia,
South America, Europe—everywhere,” Sbrana wrote.
“With all this diversity, he managed to create a friendly
and fast-paced work environment where differences in
language or culture or race are not important anymore
because everybody is working together towards a com-
mon goal.”

Award-winning television and stage actor Charles Jackson
performed an interpretation of the speech Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. delivered after marching for three days from Selma to
Montgomery, Ala., for equal rights in March 1965. The
performance was part of the UTMB campus celebration of
King’s life on Jan. 16 in Levin Hall.
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