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By SEENA SIMON

Former UTMB/NASA-Johnson Space
Center aerospace medicine resident Dr.
John Langell is giving Superman a run for
his money. Langell is an action figure with
both an M.D. and a Ph.D. He is a NASA
astronaut candidate finalist; a rescue doctor
on the Himalayas’ Mount Everest and near
Alaskan glaciers; a World Ironman
Championship competitor; a military flight
surgeon; a private pilot; and a Stanford
University surgery resident.

During the second year of his
UTMB/NASA-JSC aerospace medicine
residency this summer, Langell braved
bone-numbing cold of minus 20 degrees on
Mount Everest while caring for more than
300 mountain climbers, trekkers and
Sherpas. The Everest expedition fulfilled
one of his practicum requirements for aero-
space medicine.

“We took care of patients and disease
processes we normally only read about in
the textbooks,” Langell said. “You can’t see
or treat those conditions except at high alti-
tudes.”

As a base-camp doctor for the Himalayan
Rescue Association, Langell lived in and
worked from a medical tent at 17,600 feet
above sea level for a month. He treated
patients with life-threatening high-altitude
cerebral edema and high-altitude pul-
monary edema (HAPE).

He and another doctor together took care
of patients with acute mountain sickness,
frostbite, hypothermia, trauma and pneu-
monia. They had three ICU-level patients,

including a medical helicopter rescue for a
severe case of combined pneumonia and
HAPE. 

The UTMB/NASA-JSC aerospace medi-
cine program offers some unique experi-
ences to residents and fellows seeking to
fulfill their medical training requirements.
Because aerospace medicine physicians
treat pilots, aviators and, potentially, astro-
nauts, Langell got a private pilot’s license
during the residency program. Aerospace
medicine residents have even studied

emergency medicine at the Indianapolis
500 car race.

Langell credits the innovative and progres-
sive style of Dr. Richard Jennings, the aero-
space medicine residency program director,
for inspiring residents to pursue these
once-in-a-lifetime training opportunities.
“This is unique to UTMB,” Langell said. 

After returning from Everest in May,
Langell went to Denali, Alaska, to practice

Aerospace Medicine resident uncovers
medical experience in exciting settings 

ADVENTURE TRAINING

Dr. John Langell  studied emergency medicine at the Indianapolis 500. The UTMB/NASA-Johnson
Space Center aerospace medicine program sends residents to the car race to receive training from
Dr. Henry Bock, medical director of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway.

glacier rescue and high altitude medicine
there. Later this year, Langell is planning
to compete in the Ironman Triathlon
World Championship in Hawaii. 

Langell was an astronaut candidate finalist
in the competition to join the 2004 NASA
astronaut class. He’ll try again.

How does this 40-year-old do it all?

“You just fit it all in,” Langell said. “Right
now, I’m doing 12- to 14-hour days.”

Langell started his medical residency at
Stanford Medical School in 1999. He
transferred to UTMB in 2002 because
UTMB has one of only two civilian aero-
space medicine residency programs in the
country, and the UTMB program is a part-
nership with the NASA Johnson Space
Center. He finished the UTMB/NASA-
JSC residency program in June.

Before going to college, Langell enlisted
in the U.S. Air Force. Now, he’s a major
and flight surgeon in the U.S. Air Force
Reserve. If he gets called up for active
duty to a war zone such as Iraq, Langell
said he’s ready for that, too.

Dr. John Langell and another doctor treated patients on Mount Everest from a medical tent
pitched at a base camp 17,600 feet above sea level.
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Stobo named
Executive
Communicator
of the Year
The International Association of
Business Communicators
(IABC)/Houston and the Houston
Business Journal presented UTMB
President John D. Stobo the
IABC/Houston Business Journal
Executive Communicator of the Year
award at the 2004 IABC/Houston
Bronze Quill Awards on Aug. 26. 

Stobo is the fourth recipient of the
Executive Communicator of the Year
award, which recognizes contribu-
tions to communication by an organi-
zational leader outside of the
International Association of Business
Communicators (IABC). These con-
tributions include such achieve-
ments as initiating, directing, sup-
porting or sustaining outstanding and
effective communication programs.  

In 1997, Stobo left Johns Hopkins
University to take over duties as
UTMB president. In 2003, Stobo
was appointed to a three-year term
on the Institute of Medicine Council

SSeeee  SSTTOOBBOO  oonn  PPaaggee  88

and has served leadership positions with
the Association of Professors in Medicine,
the American College of Rheumatology,
the American Board of Internal Medicine
and the ABIM Foundation, and the
Association of American Medical Colleges.

“I’m honored to be selected for this
award,” Stobo said. “Open communication
has been key to UTMB’s success in the
ever-changing health care arena. It has
enabled us to build trust throughout the
institution and to improve our level of
service to patients, students and employ-
ees. I’m pleased to accept this award, but I
do so with the realization that this was a
team effort and that our success in commu-
nication at UTMB is a collective effort.”

Past recipients include: Jackie Martin,
president, the United Way of the Texas
Gulf Coast; Steven L. Miller, chairman and
president, SLM Discovery Ventures, Inc.
and former chairman of the board, Shell
Oil Company; and the Rev. Kirbyjon
Caldwell, senior pastor, Windsor Village
United Methodist Church. 

For information on IABC/Houston,
Bronze Quill Awards and the Executive
Communicator of the Year, visit the web
site at www.iabchouston.com.

SSTTOOBBOO  ffrroomm  PPaaggee  11
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AROUND CAMPUS

PPEEOOPPLLEE,,  NNEEWWSS  AANNDD  EEVVEENNTTSS

Monique R. Ferguson, instructor and lab
director for the Department of Internal
Medicine’s Division of Infectious Diseases,
recently presented at the International
AIDS Conference in Bangkok, Thailand.

�

Dr. Courtney M. Townsend Jr., profes-
sor and chairman of surgery, and the John
Woods Harris Distinguished Chair in
Surgery, recently received the Outstanding
Achievement Award for the Recruitment
and Retention of Underrepresented
Faculty from Dr. Cecilia Romero, associate
professor of family medicine and chair-
woman of the Core Committee for the
Support of Underrepresented Ethnic
Groups. Romero presented Townsend with
the award at the July 21 Town Meeting.
This newly established award recognizes
an individual who represents outstanding
leadership in the recruitment and retention
of underrepresented faculty members.

Townsend also will be presented with the
Association of Women Surgeons Honorary
Member Award. He will receive the award
at the association’s conference in October. 

�

The following employees were selected in
the GEM drawing in August: Roger
Asocar, Crizelda Bagtas, Judith Banks,
Judith Barnett, Priscilla Berends,
Johnny Boyd, Shirley Broz, Pamela
Christiansen, Patricia Creighton, Peggy
Crow, Diana Davison, Christine Early,
Kimberly Fernandez, Katherine
Flesher, Rose Garcia, Mercy George,
Adrian Granneman, Ramona Grigsby,
Maryanne Holcomb, Kimberly Hough,
Debbie Incalcaterra, Nancy Jahn,
William Lartigue, Eileen LeCompte,
Debrah Libbey, Sandra Loofs, Sharon
Love, Ramona Mason, Wilson
Mathews, Paul McCarthy, Ona
McEachern, Tanya Musick, Amy
Osburn-Torres, Kimberly Pandanell,
Linda Paulk, Cindy Ponce, Allison
Poussard, Marjorie Ridgeway, Lydia
Rivera, Margaret Rosas, Amparo
Rubio, Curtis Sanchez, Cynthia Smith,
Renee Snyder, Roylisha Tottenham,
Darin Trees, Martha Urbina, Judy
Wafer, Josephine Wilson and Pamela
Winter. 

MMeeddiiccaall  SSttuuddeenntt  SSuummmmeerr  RReesseeaarrcchh  PPrrooggrraamm
There were 49 first-year medical students who participated in the Medical Student Summer
Research Program, co-directed by Drs. William Buford, John Heggers and Rita Patterson. Faculty
members mentor the students throughout the eight-week program, and at the end, the students
present their research at a poster session. This year, there were 13 poster award winners.

Outstanding resident awards presented
The UTMB Medical Staff presented its
resident awards at the Combined
Medical Staff and MSRDP Annual
Meeting in August.

Receiving the Outstanding Overall
Resident this year is Dr. Ray Callas, an
anesthesiology resident. He is pictured
at top with Drs. Thomas Blackwell and
Lynn Knox. Blackwell is the associate
dean for graduate medical education

and Knox is the director of the anesthe-
siology residency program.

Pictured in the bottom photo is Dr.
Clint Watson receiving the Outstanding
First Year Resident award. A resident in
Family Medicine, he is pictured with
Blackwell and Dr. Lisa Nash, director
of the family medicine residency pro-
gram.

OF NOTE

VViiccee  PPrreessiiddeenntt  ffoorr  
UUnniivveerrssiittyy  AAddvvaanncceemmeenntt

Susan H. Coulter

AAssssiissttaanntt  VViiccee  PPrreessiiddeenntt
ffoorr  PPuubblliicc  AAffffaaiirrss

Chris Comer

DDiirreeccttoorr  ooff  PPuubblliiccaattiioonnss
Mary Havard

EEddiittoorr
Heidi Lutz

CCoonnttrriibbuuttiinngg  EEddiittoorrss  
Tom Curtis, Jim Kelly, Judie L. Kinonen,
J. Christian Messa, Cathy Nall, Jennifer
Reynolds-Sanchez and Seena Simon

AArrtt  DDiirreeccttoorr
Mark Navarro

Impact is the semimonthly newsletter of
the University of Texas Medical Branch at
Galveston (UTMB). Published by the
Office of University Advancement, it is
distributed free of charge in support of
UTMB’s education, patient care and
biomedical research objectives.

CCoonnttaacctt  uuss
EEmmaaiill:: impact.oua@utmb.edu
PPhhoonnee::  Heidi Lutz 

Ext. 28710 (editor)
(409) 772-2618 (Public Affairs)

CCaammppuuss  mmaaiill  rroouuttee:: 0144 
UU..SS..  PPoossttaall  aaddddrreessss::

UTMB
Office of University Advancement
301 University Boulevard
Galveston, Texas 77555-0144

SSuubbmmiissssiioonnss
The deadlines for submissions to be
considered for the Calendar, People
and Briefs sections of Impact is nnoooonn,,
oonnee  wweeeekk  pprriioorr  ttoo  ppuubblliiccaattiioonn.
Inclusion of all other articles is
determined by the Public Affairs staff.
Content is generally scheduled two to
four editions in advance. Items
submitted for consideration are subject
to editing for style and length.

UUTTMMBB  FFrraauudd
aanndd  AAbbuussee  HHoottlliinnee

((880000))  889988--77667799
YYoouurr  gguuiiddee  ttoo  hhoonneessttyy!!

� To report suspected waste, abuse and
fraud.
� All calls are strictly confidential and

anonymous.
� Available 24 hours a day, 365 days a

year.

NNuummbbeerrss
ttoo  kknnooww

wwwwww..uuttmmbb..eedduu//ggeettffiitt
� Visit the Commit to Fit web site for

ideas and tips on how you can join the
campus initiative to get in shape.

UUTTMMBB  LLooggoo  GGuuiiddeelliinneess
wwwwww..uuttmmbb..eedduu//iiddeennttiittyy__ssyysstteemm
� Log on for information to help you understand and properly

apply the UTMB Identity System to your promotional
materials, including publications, web sites, speciality items
and videos. 

((440099))  777722--22661188
� Call Public Affairs if you have any questions, or to arrange for

the required institutional review of your promotional materials.

By MARSHA CANRIGHT

More than 100 students received profes-
sional degrees from the School of Allied
Health Sciences at the 36th annual com-
mencement on Aug. 20.

These graduates are the first group to
complete the new IDEAL curriculum.
Established in 2001, the curriculum edu-
cates students as part of a medical team.
Students received bachelor degrees in
clinical laboratory sciences, occupational
therapy, respiratory therapy, and master’s
degrees in physician assistant studies.
Master’s degrees in physical therapy will
be awarded in December. 

Dr. Elva Concha LeBlanc, president of
Galveston College, delivered the com-
mencement address. LeBlanc became the
seventh president of Galveston College on
July 1, 2001. LeBlanc attended a commu-
nity college—Tarrant County Junior
College in Fort Worth—in 1972 to begin
her post-secondary education. She com-
pleted her Bachelor of Science, Master of
Education and Doctor of Philosophy
degrees at the University of North Texas.
She taught at Fort Worth Independent
School District, Tarrant County College
and University of North Texas. She has
served professionally as a kindergarten
teacher, a college professor, and director of
institutional effectiveness and dean of
instruction at Tarrant County College. She
was also executive vice president for
instructional affairs at Austin Community
College.

Her community and professional activities
include serving on the Executive
Committee and Board of the Galveston
Economic Development Partnership and
Board of the Galveston Chamber of

Commerce. She is a member of the Gulf
Coast Workforce Board, the UTMB
School of Allied Health Sciences Advisory
Council, Galveston Rotary, Texas
Statewide Health Coordinating Council,

American Association of Community
Colleges Commission on Learning and
Communications Technologies, Executive

School of Allied Health Sciences
graduates more than 100 students

Members of the School of Allied Health Sciences graduating class sing The Eyes of Texas at the
school’s commencement ceremony.

Dr. Michelle Kanuth,
clinical associate
professor of clinical
laboratory sciences, leads
the graduating class to
the commencement
ceremony.

SSeeee  SSAAHHSS  oonn  PPaaggee  33
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By JENNIFER REYNOLDS-SANCHEZ 

In an attempt to make sense of a system as
complex as the business side of patient
care, Dr. Marilyn Marx, senior associate
dean for faculty practice, and Dr. Christine
Turley, assistant professor of pediatrics and
associate chief medical director for the
Faculty Group Practice, have likened the
world of billing, payments, coding and
insurance claims to a jungle. To help med-
ical residents understand how this vast jun-
gle functions and their role in it, Marx and
Turley have created a systems-based prac-
tice training program that lives like a rever-
sal of the television show Survivor. 

Survivor the show begins with two teams
left in a remote, exotic location to hunt,
gather and negotiate for survival. As the
show progresses and the weak are elimi-
nated from the competition, the teams
grow smaller until there is only one person
left to take home the million dollar prize.

“We created our educational program as an
inverse of the Survivor model,” Marx said.
“The residents start out by themselves and
by the end of the program they’re part of a
team.” The prize is an eye-opening adven-
ture through the behind-the-scenes work-
ings of the health care system.

The idea was born when Marx participated
in the 2001–2003 Scholars in Education
Program offered by the UTMB Office of
Educational Development. Marx’s final
presentation, “Exploring Systems-Based
Practice Competencies—A Pilot Program,”
identified the need to make systems-based
training available for residents, so they
could gain an understanding of the work-
ing relationships among the multitude of
systems in a health care organization.

Such relationships often determine the
overall quality of care, and Turley said that
lack of understanding of such operations as
admission management or contracting can
create barriers to quality care. Delay in
services for patients due to problems with
referrals or increased length of stay in the
hospital are just two examples of how lim-
ited knowledge of the system can affect a
physician’s ability to care for patients.

“When you don’t know the business side,
you don’t do as well for your patients,”
Turley said. “If we can put physicians
together with some of the talented people
who work behind the scenes for our
patients, we can help eliminate those
intrinsic barriers. The opportunity to
briefly step into the shoes of these individ-
uals, to see them on the job and hear and
feel their dedication is invaluable. People
learn differently when they can see and
touch the experience.”

Matt Furlong, executive director of con-
tract and business development, negotiates
patient care contracts with insurance com-
panies and is a trainer in the program.

“This is a complicated, high stakes game,”
he said, describing his profession.

Furlong said that a lack of understanding
of the business of health care can result in
additional work and loss of payments for
services. Even a basic understanding of
what can be involved will help prepare any
resident for real-world practice, whether in
a private practice, the public sector or aca-
demia.

“When a resident understands what they
are up against in terms of business com-
plexity and risk, they can better protect

themselves, their practice and their
patients,” he said.

The importance and creativity of the con-
cept was not lost on Turley’s and Marx’s
peers. At the Annual Education Meeting
for the Accreditation Council on Graduate
Medical Education, the doctors won first
place for their poster presentation
“Systems-based Practice Training for
House Staff—A Pilot Program,” and they
have been invited to present further infor-
mation about systems based practice train-
ing at next year’s ACGME educational
conference in March.

Their presentation was by far the most cre-
ative and original of the entries,” said Dr.
Tom Blackwell, associate dean of graduate
medical education. “The competition was
national in scope. This continues to
demonstrate that UTMB is on the fore-
front of residency education.”

Turley and Marx are happy to see the pro-
gram launched and the enthusiasm of
those involved. They hope it keeps evolv-
ing.

“I’ve really been impressed by the profes-
sionalism and the dedication to teach,”
Marx said. “Our trainers put a face to the
business side of providing care.”

”It’s good for the trainers to see how recep-
tive the residents are,” Turley said, adding
that she hopes this program may lay the
groundwork for similar efforts around the
country. “You could take this to North
Carolina or Seattle,” she said. “Anybody
could use this as a starting place.”

TTOOPPSS  ggrroouupp  mmaakkeess  ddoonnaattiioonn
iinn  hhoonnoorr  ooff  ffoorrmmeerr  mmeemmbbeerr,,  ffrriieenndd  

The Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) club of Crystal Beach recently
made a contribution to UTMB's Kidney Transplant Services

Department in memory of a TOPS member and UTMB kidney
transplant patient who recently passed away. From left are:

Christina Cimrhanzel, development systems specialist in the UTMB
Office of University Advancement; Mildred Starcke, TOPS member;

Marianna Gage, TOPS leader; Janet Mize, program manager of
Transplant Services; and Dr. Kristene Gugliuzza, director of

Abdominal Transplant Services.

AROUND CAMPUS

PPEEOOPPLLEE,,  NNEEWWSS  AANNDD  EEVVEENNTTSS

Marx, Turley develop a system-based practice training program UTMB receives
$13 million in
state funding
The Legislative Budget Board
(LBB), the budget-writing arm of
the Texas Legislature, recently
authorized $13 million in Section
56 Fiscal Relief funds that UTMB
expected in the fiscal 2005 budget. 

Co-chaired by Lt. Gov. David
Dewhurst and House Speaker Tom
Craddick, the board authorized
$1.5 billion to be directed toward
health care services for children,
the frail, the elderly and disabled,
in addition to $74 million for
research and excellence in higher
education. 

The relief funds will allow UTMB
to proceed to implement the
planned operating budget with no
additional reductions.

“I applaud the courage and willing-
ness of the legislative leadership to
support a health care safety net for
Texas residents and allow us to
educate future generations of
health care providers, despite limit-
ed state resources,” said UTMB
President John D. Stobo. “We will
continue to be strong state partners
with the Legislature to provide
high quality care to needy Texans
and to train the best and brightest
health care professionals.” 

Dewhurst said that “providing a
health care safety net for those who
truly need it is one of state govern-
ment’s most important obligations,
and a responsibility I take very
seriously.”

Craddick said the appropriation
further extends the state-federal
health care safety net for low and
moderate-income Texans, and
enables Texas to receive nearly $1
billion in federal matching funds. 

“It’s a good deal for needy Texans
as well as for Texas taxpayers,”
Craddick said.

Team IDEAL
Capstone Project Award

Jessica Leah Cowling
Physician Assistant Studies

Michelle Rivera
Clinical Laboratory Sciences

Lisa Rene Skeirys
Clinical Laboratory Sciences

Team IDEAL
Capstone Report Award

Will Donn Thompson
Physician Assistant Studies

Team IDEAL
Professionalism Award

Nivia Benitez Montes
Physician Assistant Studies

John G. Bruhn Award for
Professionalism

Nivia Benitez Montes
Physician Assistant Studies

Student Honor Award
Kera Dawn Figueroa
Occupational Therapy

Who’s Who Among Students in
American Universities and Colleges

Kera Dawn Figueroa
Occupational Therapy

Melissa Ann Huerta
Respiratory Care

Loretta Lock Keese
Physician Assistant Studies

Annette Suzanne Kesler
Occupational Therapy

Yousr Sahli
Clinical Laboratory Sciences

Laura Jane Warriner
Physical Therapy*

Heather J. Zissman
Physical Therapy*

SAHS DEPARTMENTAL
AWARDS

CLINICAL LABORATORY SCIENCES

Outstanding Student Award
James Fredrick Hury

William J. and Mary K. McGanity
Student Award
Sze-Min Chua

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY

Award for Outstanding Occupational
Therapy Graduate
Laura Kay Tucker

Award for Outstanding Service in
Occupational Therapy

Kathrine Alice Harber 

Award for Excellence in Practice
Bryan Christopher Caillier

PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT STUDIES

Outstanding Physician Assistant
Student Award

Nivia Benitez Montes

Faculty Award for Clinical
Excellence

Amye Elizabeth Moshier

William J. and Mary K. McGanity
Student Award

Angelique Ana Murillo

Outstanding Research Award
Amye Elizabeth Moshier
Angelique Ana Murillo

Omar Abdus Samee
Stacey Leigh Sustala

RESPIRATORY CARE

Outstanding Student Award
John Robert Moore

* Degrees conferred in December 2003

Barbara Railey, center, receives the 2004 Distinguished Alumnus Award from Kim Bachmeier,
president of the School of Allied Health Sciences Alumni Association, and Dr. Charles
Christiansen, dean of the School of Allied Health Sciences.

School of Allied Health Sciences Honors and Awards

Committee and Board of the National
Community College Hispanic Council,
and the Commission on Colleges of the
Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools.

In addition to LeBlanc’s commencement
address, the Aug. 20 ceremony included
the recognition of several prestigious
awards, including the 2004 Distinguished
Alumnus Award, which was presented to
Barbara A. Railey.

Railey has been a driving force in the

Galveston professional community since
receiving her Bachelor of Science in
Medical Technology Degree from the
School of Allied Health Sciences (SAHS)
in 1979. Her contributions have been
numerous and constant over the past 25
years. In 1992, Railey earned her Doctor
of Jurisprudence degree from South
Texas College of Law in Houston. She is
currently briefing attorney for the
Galveston Division of the United States
District Court.

Although her professional focus has
changed, her commitment to UTMB and

the Galveston community has not. She
has been an invaluable member of the
School of Allied Health Sciences
Advisory Council since 1994. She has
served as a board member for several area
nonprofit organizations. She was chair of
the nominating committee for the School
of Allied Health Sciences Advisory
Council, and has served as a member of
the UTMB Sealy Society and the
Mustard Seed Committee. 

For their efforts in scholarship, profes-
sionalism and creativity, UTMB also hon-
ored several students. 

Nivia Benitez Montes received the John
G. Bruhn Award for Professionalism. Kera
Dawn Figueroa received the Student
Honor Award. Team Ideal awards were
presented to Jessica Leah Cowling,
Michelle Rivers, Lisa Rene Skeirys and
Will Donn Thompson.

Ten percent of the graduates had already
accepted positions at UTMB, according
to Raymond Lewis Jr., associate dean for
admissions and student affairs. About 90
percent of the graduates have secured
positions in their field, he said. 

SSAAHHSS  ffrroomm  PPaaggee  22
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By J. CHRISTIAN MESSA 

UTMB’s School of Nursing will have the
largest endowed chair among all the nine
UT System nursing schools, thanks to a
$1.5 million pledge from UTMB alumna
Mary Cade and her husband, Dr. Robert
Cade, inventor of Gatorade.

Known as the Mary Strasburger Cade
Distinguished Chair of Nursing Arts, the
endowment will play an essential role in
research and education at the School of
Nursing. The faculty member appointed
to the position will receive funding to con-
duct research on nursing’s role in biode-
fense, holistic healing or caring for the eld-
erly, depending on the appointee’s expert-
ise. Should the distinguished chair recipi-
ent specialize in holistic healing, the
endowment would support the nation’s
first doctoral program in the healing prac-
tices of nursing.

The Cade Distinguished Chair also will
help address statewide nursing shortages in
hospitals and among nursing school faculty
by contributing resources to the School of
Nursing’s distance education program,
which features Internet courses and other
distance-learning technology. Online
instruction is particularly beneficial for
people working in rural Texas communi-
ties that are far removed from colleges and
universities. Since nursing professionals are
often the primary source of health care in
many rural areas, those who leave to
advance their education often unintention-
ally limit patient care in their absence.

The contribution by Mary Cade, a 1951
UTMB School of Nursing graduate, and
her husband is one of the first lead contri-
butions to the university’s Timeless Values,
Pioneering Solutions campaign, a five-year,
$250 million fund-raising initiative

launched in September 2003. Key compo-
nents of the campaign include teaching the
art and science of health care; infectious
diseases, biodefense and vaccine develop-
ment; improved health care access; and
longevity, chronic diseases and neurologi-
cal recovery. 

President John D. Stobo thanked the
Gainesville, Fla., couple for making this
sizable investment in the university. “The
Cades’ generosity will allow the School of
Nursing to create a vibrant learning envi-
ronment for our students and scientists,”
Stobo said. “Their commitment will help
shape other people’s perceptions of their
own participation in the Timeless Values,
Pioneering Solutions Campaign and
inspire potential benefactors to consider
even more ambitious ventures at UTMB.”

Added Dr. Pamela G. Watson, dean of the
School of Nursing, “This distinguished

chair will permit the School of Nursing to
significantly advance its research enter-
prise. Dr. and Mrs. Cade are extraordinary
people, and I will always be grateful for
their generosity.”

Robert Cade invented Gatorade, the first
sports drink, in 1965 while on the faculty
of the University of Florida’s College of
Medicine. The medical college’s first kid-
ney specialist, he conducted research to
develop rehydration fluids for the universi-
ty’s Florida Gators football team. Cade’s
other inventions include a cholesterol-
reducing drink, a milk-protein concentrate
beverage and a hydraulic football helmet
that reduces the risk of concussions.

In addition to the distinguished chair, the
Cades have supported UTMB’s School of
Nursing with contributions to its scholar-
ship and alumni association homecoming
funds.

Alumna pledges $1.5 million for distinguished chair in nursing
Mary and Robert Cade, inventor of Gatorade, will establish largest chair among UT System nursing schools

Lee and Joe Jamail contribute $1 million for burn treatment research, education
By J. CHRISTIAN MESSA 

Prominent Houston attorney Joe Jamail
and his wife, Lee, have contributed $1 mil-
lion to advance burn treatment education at
UTMB and to help university researchers
develop even better treatments for burn
patients.

The Joseph D. and Lee Hage Jamail Fund
for Burn Research and Education will sup-
port studies of thermal, radiation and chem-
ical burns, including research on inhalation
injuries, metabolic and social responses to
burns, and molecular changes caused by
such injuries. The Jamails’ commitment
also will enhance the training of UTMB
medical students in burn care and enable
Dr. David N. Herndon, the Jesse H. Jones
Distinguished Chair in Burn Surgery, to
recruit and retain some of the best medical
scientists in the field.

“The Jamails lead by example, which
means a great deal to us and to those whose
lives depend upon our ability to conduct
and provide world-class research, treatment
and education,” said Herndon, UTMB pro-
fessor of surgery and chief of staff at
Shriners Hospital for Children–Galveston,
one of the nation’s leading pediatric burn-
care centers.

The Jamails downplayed their contribution
to UTMB. “The people who dedicate their
lives—the staff, doctors, nurses and scien-

tists—those are the ones who are truly giv-
ing,” said Mr. Jamail, a University of Texas
at Austin alumnus.

UTMB has become a pioneer in burn treat-
ment, research and education. The univer-
sity’s Truman G. Blocker Burn Center,
named in honor of UTMB’s first chief
executive to hold the title of president and
a leader in burns research and care, is one
of the foremost adult burn treatment facili-
ties in the nation. Its faculty members con-
duct research and provide patient care at
the John Sealy and Shriners hospitals on
the UTMB campus in Galveston. 

In 1966, Galveston became the site of the
first Shriners Burns Hospital. The collabo-
ration between UTMB and the Shriners
organization has led to major improvements
in burn care such as using pressure gar-
ments to reduce scarring and using nutri-
tion to promote healing. 

The Jamails first became interested in
UTMB after getting to know Blocker. He

impressed the couple with his innovative
burn treatments, his expertise in triage
medicine, and his deep commitment to
future generations of physicians, nurses,
allied health professionals and biomedical
scientists. Blocker died in 1984, but the
Jamails continued to maintain their close
relationship with the university.

In 1992, the Jamails made their first major
commitment to UTMB, a $2 million
pledge toward the construction of the
state’s first freestanding student center on a
health center campus. Named in honor of
Mrs. Jamail, the Lee Hage Jamail Student
Center opened in 1996 and provides
UTMB medical, nursing, allied health and
graduate students with a place to study and
socialize. The Jamails have also been major
supporters of the UTMB Department of
Radiology’s Breast Imaging Program and
the School of Nursing Scholarship Fund. 

UTMB President John D. Stobo said the
Jamails have helped improve the quality of
life in not only the Houston–Galveston area

but also the nation.

“They have set a high standard of philan-
thropy and service for others to follow, and
we’re honored by their generous contribu-
tion to burn research,” Stobo said. “Their
support of the UTMB burn service and the
faculty who serve as its medical and
research staff will improve the lives of fami-
lies around the world for generations to
come.” 

In 1985, Mr. Jamail coordinated the largest
jury award in U.S. history at $11 billion
when he represented the Pennzoil Co.,
which had sued Texaco for intervening in
Pennzoil’s agreement to merge with Getty
Oil Co. Founder of the Jamail & Kolius law
firm in Houston, he has been lead counsel
in more than 200 personal injury cases in
which recovery was more than $1 million.
He was listed among the country’s top 25
philanthropists in 1996.

Mrs. Jamail serves on UTMB’s
Development Board and has served on the
Texas Higher Education Coordinating
Board and the development board of the
University of Texas–Austin, her alma
mater. She has been actively involved on
the boards of Bayou Bend Museum; The
Museum of Fine Arts, Houston; Rice
University; The Kinkaid School; and
Baylor College of Medicine. Mrs. Jamail
also serves on the executive committee of
the UT System Chancellor’s Council.

“The Jamails lead by example, which means a great deal to us
and to those whose lives depend upon our ability to conduct
and provide world-class research, treatment and education.”

Dr. David N. Herndon,
the Jesse H. Jones Distinguished Chair in Burn Surgery and

chief of staff at Shriners Hospital for Children–Galveston

By JENNIFER REYNOLDS-SANCHEZ

Once there was a beautiful little girl—not
even a year old—who lived with her par-
ents outside of Linyi, a city in the
Shandong Province of Eastern China.

This little girl was just like any other child
her age. She was beginning to toddle
around and was full of smiles, but there
was one thing that made her different. It
was something that could cause problems
for her as she grew older, including dental
abnormalities, speech deficits, and hearing
loss—she had a cleft palate.

In China, recent changes in the health care
system have resulted in only 330 million
people receiving some form of health care
coverage in a country with a population of
1.2 billion.

Some of the hardest hit citizens are the
farming families who have suddenly found
themselves responsible for paying for
health care that was once provided for
them at no cost. Some may have access to
village clinics but few are covered for sur-
gical procedures.

The correction of a cleft palate is often far
beyond a farmer’s financial ability. The
surgery averages about $250 in China, if
the surgeon doesn’t require a fee. For
many farmers, $250 can represent two to
three years of income.

“The people there literally don’t have a
penny of extra money,” said Dr. Glen
Porter, a fifth-year resident in UTMB's
Department of Otolaryngology. “A cleft lip
is not an emergency.”

Earlier this year, Porter was given a chance
to help. He received a $1,000
Humanitarian Efforts Resident Travel
Grant from the American Academy of
Otolaryngology—Head & Neck Surgery
(AAO-HNS) Foundation to visit the
People’s Hospital of Linyi to perform free
reconstructive head and neck surgeries for
patients who needed them but could not
afford them. The hospital in Linyi invited
a team of otolaryngologists who specialize
in plastic and reconstructive surgery from
all over the United States to come and pro-
vide humanitarian aid and share modern
surgical techniques and research with local
physicians. Porter was the only resident on
the team fielded by the American
Academy of Facial Plastic and
Reconstructive Surgery, a national medical
specialty society of the American Medical
Association.

This was not the first time Porter had gone
to China. While serving as a missionary for
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints in a Chinese community in Los
Angeles in the early 1990s, he became
well-versed in Chinese language and cul-
ture. In 1995, while a student at Brigham
Young University, he studied Chinese lan-
guage and culture in the Chinese city of
Nanjing for two months. In 1996, he spent
another three months backpacking through
China, Thailand and Laos. While there, he
studied the psychosocial impact experi-
enced by local populations due to the
building of the Three Gorges Dam on the
Yangtze River.

Porter fell in love with China and its peo-
ple. 

“It was wonderful,” he said. “People just
invited me into their communities.”

Porter said he had often toyed with the
idea of becoming a Chinese language
teacher at the college level, but, after he
took an anatomy class, his career interest
began to take a turn.

“Learning about anatomy is what really
turned me on to medicine,” he said.

After returning from China in 1996, Porter
undertook his medical training at the
Georgetown University School of
Medicine, where he earned his medical
degree. He and his wife and two children
then came to Galveston, where he began

his residency training in otolaryngology.
His life was busy with the demands of resi-
dency, family and religious life, yet, China
always remained on his mind. At the end
of 2003, he applied for and later received
the travel grant from the AAO-HNS.

When Porter and his team arrived, there
were many people of all ages from the
province waiting to receive the free treat-
ment they could otherwise never afford.
Many had a cleft lip or palate. Some had
burns or scars that needed correctional sur-
gery. Among them was the beautiful little
girl. Porter said he was enchanted by her
cheerful demeanor. Happily, he was able to
reconstruct her nose and mouth. When the
little girl recovers, she should have mini-
mal scarring, and normal speech. 

The little girl, like the others, recovered in
the hospital for about three days. Although
patients receive intravenous antibiotics
during the post-operative period, pain
medication is not routinely given, and
patients are not discharged with pain med-
ications. During the patient’s stay in the
hospital, family members cleanse patients’
wounds and feed them. 

“There are usually two or three family
members at the bedside,” Porter said.

Dr. Byron Bailey, UTMB professor of oto-
laryngology and former chair of the depart-

ment, said Porter has been an impressive
resident since the first day he came to
UTMB. In 2003, Bailey had received the
Distinguished Award for Humanitarian
Efforts from the AAO-HNS for his own
humanitarian efforts in Vietnam and Cuba.

“Glen has great compassion for all his
patients and is a man who seems always to
seek to do the right thing,” Bailey said.
“He gives generously of his time in the
hospital, and now it’s great to see him
extending his horizon to a global scale. He
recognizes the fundamental core value of
helping someone who is in need and the
satisfaction that comes from doing some-
thing for which he receives no pay but is
rewarded greatly by the privilege of giv-
ing.”

“This effort was consistent with Glen's
core values—interest in helping, interest in
plastic surgery, and interest in China,” said
Dr. Shawn Newlands, associate professor
and chair of the UTMB Department of
Otolaryngology. “I expect that this was not
only an educational experience, but a win-
dow into what the future holds for Glen.”

Porter said he would like to continue his
medical humanitarian work at some point
in the future in the Sichuan Province in
southwest China. It’s one of the largest and
least accessible provinces in the nation and
a place he remembers fondly from his
backpacking trip in 1996.

Sichuan residents “are much less prosper-
ous and do not enjoy the same medical
advances seen in the eastern cities,” said
Porter. “There is a real need in western
China.” 

Porter, now in the U.S. Air Force, will be
assigned to a new duty station after his res-
idency training. He does not yet know
where he will be sent. Ultimately, he
would like to lead a medical missionary
trip back to China and include language
training and cultural training for his team.

“Chinese people are wonderful. They are
incredibly polite and hospitable. When
they find out you speak their language,
they accept you with open arms,” he said.
“They have a rich cultural heritage, and
their language reflects that. You could learn
about the Chinese for the rest of your life
and still have more to learn.”

Back in Linyi, there’s a beautiful little girl
who has learned something, too. She’s
learned that caring and loving strangers can
arrive from the other side of the world and
can make wonderful, life-changing things
happen. 

Fifth-year otolaryngology resident helps children in China 

A little girl from the
Shangdong Province of
Eastern China recently
received reconstructive
surgery from UTMB
fifth-year otolaryngology
resident Dr. Glen Porter
to repair her cleft lip.
Porter recently traveled
to China with a group of
specialists to perform
free reconstructive head
and neck surgeries for
patients who needed
them but could not
afford them.
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By JENNIFER REYNOLDS-SANCHEZ 

In an attempt to make sense of a system as
complex as the business side of patient
care, Dr. Marilyn Marx, senior associate
dean for faculty practice, and Dr. Christine
Turley, assistant professor of pediatrics and
associate chief medical director for the
Faculty Group Practice, have likened the
world of billing, payments, coding and
insurance claims to a jungle. To help med-
ical residents understand how this vast jun-
gle functions and their role in it, Marx and
Turley have created a systems-based prac-
tice training program that lives like a rever-
sal of the television show Survivor. 

Survivor the show begins with two teams
left in a remote, exotic location to hunt,
gather and negotiate for survival. As the
show progresses and the weak are elimi-
nated from the competition, the teams
grow smaller until there is only one person
left to take home the million dollar prize.

“We created our educational program as an
inverse of the Survivor model,” Marx said.
“The residents start out by themselves and
by the end of the program they’re part of a
team.” The prize is an eye-opening adven-
ture through the behind-the-scenes work-
ings of the health care system.

The idea was born when Marx participated
in the 2001–2003 Scholars in Education
Program offered by the UTMB Office of
Educational Development. Marx’s final
presentation, “Exploring Systems-Based
Practice Competencies—A Pilot Program,”
identified the need to make systems-based
training available for residents, so they
could gain an understanding of the work-
ing relationships among the multitude of
systems in a health care organization.

Such relationships often determine the
overall quality of care, and Turley said that
lack of understanding of such operations as
admission management or contracting can
create barriers to quality care. Delay in
services for patients due to problems with
referrals or increased length of stay in the
hospital are just two examples of how lim-
ited knowledge of the system can affect a
physician’s ability to care for patients.

“When you don’t know the business side,
you don’t do as well for your patients,”
Turley said. “If we can put physicians
together with some of the talented people
who work behind the scenes for our
patients, we can help eliminate those
intrinsic barriers. The opportunity to
briefly step into the shoes of these individ-
uals, to see them on the job and hear and
feel their dedication is invaluable. People
learn differently when they can see and
touch the experience.”

Matt Furlong, executive director of con-
tract and business development, negotiates
patient care contracts with insurance com-
panies and is a trainer in the program.

“This is a complicated, high stakes game,”
he said, describing his profession.

Furlong said that a lack of understanding
of the business of health care can result in
additional work and loss of payments for
services. Even a basic understanding of
what can be involved will help prepare any
resident for real-world practice, whether in
a private practice, the public sector or aca-
demia.

“When a resident understands what they
are up against in terms of business com-
plexity and risk, they can better protect

themselves, their practice and their
patients,” he said.

The importance and creativity of the con-
cept was not lost on Turley’s and Marx’s
peers. At the Annual Education Meeting
for the Accreditation Council on Graduate
Medical Education, the doctors won first
place for their poster presentation
“Systems-based Practice Training for
House Staff—A Pilot Program,” and they
have been invited to present further infor-
mation about systems based practice train-
ing at next year’s ACGME educational
conference in March.

Their presentation was by far the most cre-
ative and original of the entries,” said Dr.
Tom Blackwell, associate dean of graduate
medical education. “The competition was
national in scope. This continues to
demonstrate that UTMB is on the fore-
front of residency education.”

Turley and Marx are happy to see the pro-
gram launched and the enthusiasm of
those involved. They hope it keeps evolv-
ing.

“I’ve really been impressed by the profes-
sionalism and the dedication to teach,”
Marx said. “Our trainers put a face to the
business side of providing care.”

”It’s good for the trainers to see how recep-
tive the residents are,” Turley said, adding
that she hopes this program may lay the
groundwork for similar efforts around the
country. “You could take this to North
Carolina or Seattle,” she said. “Anybody
could use this as a starting place.”

TTOOPPSS  ggrroouupp  mmaakkeess  ddoonnaattiioonn
iinn  hhoonnoorr  ooff  ffoorrmmeerr  mmeemmbbeerr,,  ffrriieenndd  

The Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) club of Crystal Beach recently
made a contribution to UTMB's Kidney Transplant Services

Department in memory of a TOPS member and UTMB kidney
transplant patient who recently passed away. From left are:

Christina Cimrhanzel, development systems specialist in the UTMB
Office of University Advancement; Mildred Starcke, TOPS member;

Marianna Gage, TOPS leader; Janet Mize, program manager of
Transplant Services; and Dr. Kristene Gugliuzza, director of

Abdominal Transplant Services.

AROUND CAMPUS
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Marx, Turley develop a system-based practice training program UTMB receives
$13 million in
state funding
The Legislative Budget Board
(LBB), the budget-writing arm of
the Texas Legislature, recently
authorized $13 million in Section
56 Fiscal Relief funds that UTMB
expected in the fiscal 2005 budget. 

Co-chaired by Lt. Gov. David
Dewhurst and House Speaker Tom
Craddick, the board authorized
$1.5 billion to be directed toward
health care services for children,
the frail, the elderly and disabled,
in addition to $74 million for
research and excellence in higher
education. 

The relief funds will allow UTMB
to proceed to implement the
planned operating budget with no
additional reductions.

“I applaud the courage and willing-
ness of the legislative leadership to
support a health care safety net for
Texas residents and allow us to
educate future generations of
health care providers, despite limit-
ed state resources,” said UTMB
President John D. Stobo. “We will
continue to be strong state partners
with the Legislature to provide
high quality care to needy Texans
and to train the best and brightest
health care professionals.” 

Dewhurst said that “providing a
health care safety net for those who
truly need it is one of state govern-
ment’s most important obligations,
and a responsibility I take very
seriously.”

Craddick said the appropriation
further extends the state-federal
health care safety net for low and
moderate-income Texans, and
enables Texas to receive nearly $1
billion in federal matching funds. 

“It’s a good deal for needy Texans
as well as for Texas taxpayers,”
Craddick said.

Team IDEAL
Capstone Project Award

Jessica Leah Cowling
Physician Assistant Studies

Michelle Rivera
Clinical Laboratory Sciences

Lisa Rene Skeirys
Clinical Laboratory Sciences

Team IDEAL
Capstone Report Award

Will Donn Thompson
Physician Assistant Studies

Team IDEAL
Professionalism Award

Nivia Benitez Montes
Physician Assistant Studies

John G. Bruhn Award for
Professionalism

Nivia Benitez Montes
Physician Assistant Studies

Student Honor Award
Kera Dawn Figueroa
Occupational Therapy

Who’s Who Among Students in
American Universities and Colleges

Kera Dawn Figueroa
Occupational Therapy

Melissa Ann Huerta
Respiratory Care

Loretta Lock Keese
Physician Assistant Studies

Annette Suzanne Kesler
Occupational Therapy

Yousr Sahli
Clinical Laboratory Sciences

Laura Jane Warriner
Physical Therapy*

Heather J. Zissman
Physical Therapy*

SAHS DEPARTMENTAL
AWARDS

CLINICAL LABORATORY SCIENCES

Outstanding Student Award
James Fredrick Hury

William J. and Mary K. McGanity
Student Award
Sze-Min Chua

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY

Award for Outstanding Occupational
Therapy Graduate
Laura Kay Tucker

Award for Outstanding Service in
Occupational Therapy

Kathrine Alice Harber 

Award for Excellence in Practice
Bryan Christopher Caillier

PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT STUDIES

Outstanding Physician Assistant
Student Award

Nivia Benitez Montes

Faculty Award for Clinical
Excellence

Amye Elizabeth Moshier

William J. and Mary K. McGanity
Student Award

Angelique Ana Murillo

Outstanding Research Award
Amye Elizabeth Moshier
Angelique Ana Murillo

Omar Abdus Samee
Stacey Leigh Sustala

RESPIRATORY CARE

Outstanding Student Award
John Robert Moore

* Degrees conferred in December 2003

Barbara Railey, center, receives the 2004 Distinguished Alumnus Award from Kim Bachmeier,
president of the School of Allied Health Sciences Alumni Association, and Dr. Charles
Christiansen, dean of the School of Allied Health Sciences.

School of Allied Health Sciences Honors and Awards

Committee and Board of the National
Community College Hispanic Council,
and the Commission on Colleges of the
Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools.

In addition to LeBlanc’s commencement
address, the Aug. 20 ceremony included
the recognition of several prestigious
awards, including the 2004 Distinguished
Alumnus Award, which was presented to
Barbara A. Railey.

Railey has been a driving force in the

Galveston professional community since
receiving her Bachelor of Science in
Medical Technology Degree from the
School of Allied Health Sciences (SAHS)
in 1979. Her contributions have been
numerous and constant over the past 25
years. In 1992, Railey earned her Doctor
of Jurisprudence degree from South
Texas College of Law in Houston. She is
currently briefing attorney for the
Galveston Division of the United States
District Court.

Although her professional focus has
changed, her commitment to UTMB and

the Galveston community has not. She
has been an invaluable member of the
School of Allied Health Sciences
Advisory Council since 1994. She has
served as a board member for several area
nonprofit organizations. She was chair of
the nominating committee for the School
of Allied Health Sciences Advisory
Council, and has served as a member of
the UTMB Sealy Society and the
Mustard Seed Committee. 

For their efforts in scholarship, profes-
sionalism and creativity, UTMB also hon-
ored several students. 

Nivia Benitez Montes received the John
G. Bruhn Award for Professionalism. Kera
Dawn Figueroa received the Student
Honor Award. Team Ideal awards were
presented to Jessica Leah Cowling,
Michelle Rivers, Lisa Rene Skeirys and
Will Donn Thompson.

Ten percent of the graduates had already
accepted positions at UTMB, according
to Raymond Lewis Jr., associate dean for
admissions and student affairs. About 90
percent of the graduates have secured
positions in their field, he said. 

SSAAHHSS  ffrroomm  PPaaggee  22
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Monique R. Ferguson, instructor and lab
director for the Department of Internal
Medicine’s Division of Infectious Diseases,
recently presented at the International
AIDS Conference in Bangkok, Thailand.

�

Dr. Courtney M. Townsend Jr., profes-
sor and chairman of surgery, and the John
Woods Harris Distinguished Chair in
Surgery, recently received the Outstanding
Achievement Award for the Recruitment
and Retention of Underrepresented
Faculty from Dr. Cecilia Romero, associate
professor of family medicine and chair-
woman of the Core Committee for the
Support of Underrepresented Ethnic
Groups. Romero presented Townsend with
the award at the July 21 Town Meeting.
This newly established award recognizes
an individual who represents outstanding
leadership in the recruitment and retention
of underrepresented faculty members.

Townsend also will be presented with the
Association of Women Surgeons Honorary
Member Award. He will receive the award
at the association’s conference in October. 

�

The following employees were selected in
the GEM drawing in August: Roger
Asocar, Crizelda Bagtas, Judith Banks,
Judith Barnett, Priscilla Berends,
Johnny Boyd, Shirley Broz, Pamela
Christiansen, Patricia Creighton, Peggy
Crow, Diana Davison, Christine Early,
Kimberly Fernandez, Katherine
Flesher, Rose Garcia, Mercy George,
Adrian Granneman, Ramona Grigsby,
Maryanne Holcomb, Kimberly Hough,
Debbie Incalcaterra, Nancy Jahn,
William Lartigue, Eileen LeCompte,
Debrah Libbey, Sandra Loofs, Sharon
Love, Ramona Mason, Wilson
Mathews, Paul McCarthy, Ona
McEachern, Tanya Musick, Amy
Osburn-Torres, Kimberly Pandanell,
Linda Paulk, Cindy Ponce, Allison
Poussard, Marjorie Ridgeway, Lydia
Rivera, Margaret Rosas, Amparo
Rubio, Curtis Sanchez, Cynthia Smith,
Renee Snyder, Roylisha Tottenham,
Darin Trees, Martha Urbina, Judy
Wafer, Josephine Wilson and Pamela
Winter. 

MMeeddiiccaall  SSttuuddeenntt  SSuummmmeerr  RReesseeaarrcchh  PPrrooggrraamm
There were 49 first-year medical students who participated in the Medical Student Summer
Research Program, co-directed by Drs. William Buford, John Heggers and Rita Patterson. Faculty
members mentor the students throughout the eight-week program, and at the end, the students
present their research at a poster session. This year, there were 13 poster award winners.

Outstanding resident awards presented
The UTMB Medical Staff presented its
resident awards at the Combined
Medical Staff and MSRDP Annual
Meeting in August.

Receiving the Outstanding Overall
Resident this year is Dr. Ray Callas, an
anesthesiology resident. He is pictured
at top with Drs. Thomas Blackwell and
Lynn Knox. Blackwell is the associate
dean for graduate medical education

and Knox is the director of the anesthe-
siology residency program.

Pictured in the bottom photo is Dr.
Clint Watson receiving the Outstanding
First Year Resident award. A resident in
Family Medicine, he is pictured with
Blackwell and Dr. Lisa Nash, director
of the family medicine residency pro-
gram.

OF NOTE

VViiccee  PPrreessiiddeenntt  ffoorr  
UUnniivveerrssiittyy  AAddvvaanncceemmeenntt

Susan H. Coulter

AAssssiissttaanntt  VViiccee  PPrreessiiddeenntt
ffoorr  PPuubblliicc  AAffffaaiirrss

Chris Comer

DDiirreeccttoorr  ooff  PPuubblliiccaattiioonnss
Mary Havard

EEddiittoorr
Heidi Lutz

CCoonnttrriibbuuttiinngg  EEddiittoorrss  
Tom Curtis, Jim Kelly, Judie L. Kinonen,
J. Christian Messa, Cathy Nall, Jennifer
Reynolds-Sanchez and Seena Simon

AArrtt  DDiirreeccttoorr
Mark Navarro
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By MARSHA CANRIGHT

More than 100 students received profes-
sional degrees from the School of Allied
Health Sciences at the 36th annual com-
mencement on Aug. 20.

These graduates are the first group to
complete the new IDEAL curriculum.
Established in 2001, the curriculum edu-
cates students as part of a medical team.
Students received bachelor degrees in
clinical laboratory sciences, occupational
therapy, respiratory therapy, and master’s
degrees in physician assistant studies.
Master’s degrees in physical therapy will
be awarded in December. 

Dr. Elva Concha LeBlanc, president of
Galveston College, delivered the com-
mencement address. LeBlanc became the
seventh president of Galveston College on
July 1, 2001. LeBlanc attended a commu-
nity college—Tarrant County Junior
College in Fort Worth—in 1972 to begin
her post-secondary education. She com-
pleted her Bachelor of Science, Master of
Education and Doctor of Philosophy
degrees at the University of North Texas.
She taught at Fort Worth Independent
School District, Tarrant County College
and University of North Texas. She has
served professionally as a kindergarten
teacher, a college professor, and director of
institutional effectiveness and dean of
instruction at Tarrant County College. She
was also executive vice president for
instructional affairs at Austin Community
College.

Her community and professional activities
include serving on the Executive
Committee and Board of the Galveston
Economic Development Partnership and
Board of the Galveston Chamber of

Commerce. She is a member of the Gulf
Coast Workforce Board, the UTMB
School of Allied Health Sciences Advisory
Council, Galveston Rotary, Texas
Statewide Health Coordinating Council,

American Association of Community
Colleges Commission on Learning and
Communications Technologies, Executive

School of Allied Health Sciences
graduates more than 100 students

Members of the School of Allied Health Sciences graduating class sing The Eyes of Texas at the
school’s commencement ceremony.

Dr. Michelle Kanuth,
clinical associate
professor of clinical
laboratory sciences, leads
the graduating class to
the commencement
ceremony.
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