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01.27 - Reporting of Communicable Diseases to the Health Department

Purpose

Audience

Policy

Required
Reporting

To establish a system for reporting communicable diseases that are of public health

importance to County Health Departments as required by state law.

Infection preventionists, physicians, clinical laboratory directors, and other staff

members having knowledge that patients may have reportable diseases.

The Communicable Disease Prevention and Control Act (Texas Civil Statutes, Article
4419b-1), Health and Safety Code, Ch. 81 requires that certain diseases be reported.

Communicable diseases will be reported as per state law requirements.

Diseases and suspect cases reportable immediately by telephone.

"\ ) pn -
oy 1Exas A Spotmat st Texas Notifiable Conditions - 2025
stoviort Heslth Services Report all Confirmed and Suspected cases
e 24/7 Number for Inmediately Reportable — 1-800-705-8868 St

Unless noted by*, report to your local or regional health department using number above or

o find contact information at http:, .dshs. texas. gov/idcu/investigation/conditions/conta & g..‘.l' =
A-L When to Report L-Y When to Report
*aoguired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS) Within 1 week Legi is? Within 1 week
Amebic meningitis and encephalitis* Within 1 week Leishmaniasis * Within 1 week
Anaplasmosis Within 1 week Listeriosis ™ * 'within 1 week
Anthrax>** call Lyme disease’ 'Within 1 week
Arboviral infections * & Within 1 week Malaria® Within 1 week
*Asbestosis ” Within 1 wesk Measles (rubeola)® call iately
Mscariasis® Within 1 week i - Call ¥
Babesiosis Within 1 week [ invasive | i &1 Call ¥
Botulism (adult and infant) > *** Call Immediately® | Mumps* Within 1 work day
Brucellosig 14 Within 1 work day | Paragonimiasis Within 1 week
Campylobacteriosis Within 1 week Pertussis * 'Within 1 work day
*Cancer * See rules® *Pesticide poisoning, acute occupational = ‘Within 1 week
Candida ouris ~* Within 1 work day | Plague (Yersinio pestis) ™ Call i
Carb b ales [CRE) > ** Within 1 work day | Poliomyelitis, acute paralytic’ Call ¥
Chagas disease ™ Within 1 week Poliowirus infection, non-paralytic® 'Within 1 work day
*Chancroid ' Within 1 wesek Prion diseases, such as Creutzfeldt-lakob diseass (CID) ™ within 1 wesk
“*Chickenpox (varicella) Within 1 week Q fever? 'Within 1 work day
*Chiamydia trachamatis infection * Within 1 wesk Rabies, himan * Call Immediately
*Contaminated sharps injury * Within 1 month Rubella (including congenital) * Within 1 wark day
*Controlled substance overdose ** Report Salmonellesis, including typhoid fever 27 Within 1 week
Coronavirus, novel > ' Call Shiga towin-prod wcing Eschedchia coli * ‘Within 1 week
Cronobocter spe. in infants, invasive ? Within 1 week Shigellosis * 'Within 1 week
Cryptosporidiosis Within 1 week Smallpox ** Call Immediately
Cyclosporiasis * Within 1 week *spinal cord injury 7 ['Within 10 weork days
Cysticercosis ? Within 1 week Spotted fever rickettsiosis ‘Within 1 week
Diphtheria™* call o cal disease (3 preumo], invasive > Within 1 week
*Drowning/near drowning Within 10 work days | *Syphilis — primary and dary stages "' 'Within 1 work day
Echinococcosis ® Within 1 week *Syphilis — all other stages including congenital syphilis» * 'Within 1 week
Ehrlichiosis* Within 1 week Taenia salium and undifferentiated Taenia infection * Within 1 week
Fascioliasis? Within 1 week Tetanus? 'Within 1 week
*Gonorrhea Within 1 week Tick-borne relapsing fever (TBRF) 'within 1 week
Haemaophilus influenzoe, invasive ™ Within 1 week *Traumatic brain injury * 'Within 10 werk days
Hansen's disease (leprosy) Within 1 week Trichinosis * within 1 week
Hantavirus infection Within 1 week Trichuriasis* Within 1 week
i uremic syndrome (HUS) ? Within 1 week Tubereul i Within 1 werk day
Hepatitis A° Within 1 work day | Tuberculasis infection Within 1 week
Hepatitis B, C, and E (acute) Within 1 week Tularemia* ** Call Immediately
Hepatitis B infection identified prenataly or at delivery {mother) Within 1 week Typhus? Within 1 week
B, perinatal (HBEsAg+ < 24 months old) (child)* Within 1 work day | Vancomycin-intermediate Staph oureus (VISA) -7 Call Irnmediately
m |ancylostomiasis) Within 1 week Vancomycin-resistant Stoph aureus (VRSA) 22 Call Immediately
*Human i odeficiency virus (HIV), scute infection - Within 1 work day | Wibrio inf including cholera™* 'Within 1 work day
*Human imerunodeficiency virus [HIVY, non-acute infection = Within 1 wesak Viral hemorrhagic fever (including Ebola) ** Call i
Influgnza-associated pediatric mortality ° Within 1 work day | Yellow fever? Call ¥
Influenza, novel ! call is ! within 1 week
*Lead, child blood, any level & adult blood, ary level 2 Call/Fax Imrnediately
In addition to specified reportable conditions, any outbreak, exotic disease, or unusual group expression of disease that may be of
public health concern should be reported by the most expeditious means available. ** This includes any case of a select agent. *
See select agent list at https://www.selectogents.gov/selectogentsandtoxinslist. htmi

*See condition-specific footnotes for reporting contact information

Page 1 of 4




Section:
Subject:

Topic:

UTMB On-line Documentation
Infection Control & Healthcare Epidemiology Policies and Procedures

01.27 - Reporting of Communicable Diseases to the Health Department

01.27 - Policy

6/10/2025 - Revised

1988 - Author

Required

Reporting (cont.)

Texas Notifiable Conditions Footnotes - 2025

* please refer wo specific rules and regulations for HIVY/STD reparting and who to repart to at:
it dshs texns gowhivsta/heolthcore freporting shim.

: Repnrtmg forms are available at hitp./Ywwe dohe tesgs povddeuinvestigation/forms/ and investigation forms at

hetp:fwww.dshe texos aowideuinvestigation,, Call as indicated for immediately reportable conditions.

¥ Lab samples of the following must be sent to the Department of State Health Services, Laboratory Senvices Section, 1100 West 49th Street, Austin, Texas
TETS6-3199 or other public health laboratory as designated by the Depariment of State Health Services: anthrax {Bacillus anthracis; also requested-
Baeilus cereus isolates that may contain anthrax wxin genes from patients with severe disease or death); botulism, adult and infant (Clostridivm
botulinum); brucellosis |Brucels species); Candida owris; diphtheria (Corpnebactenio diphtherioe from any site); all Hoemaphilus influenzae, invasive, in
children under five years old (Haemophilus influenzoe from normally sterile sites); listeriosis (Listerio monocytogenses); meningococcal infection,
invasive (Neiseria meningitidis fram normally sterile sites or purpuric lesions); plagee | Yersinio pestis); salmonellosis, including typhoid fever
(Satmonells species; also requested - specimens positive for 5 o by Cultwre-ir nt diagnastic testing (CIDT) methods); Shiga toxin-
producing Escherichio colf infection (E.coli 0157:H7, isolates or specimens from cases where Shiga toxin activity is demonstrated). Stophylococcus
ourews with a vancorycin minimum inhibition concentration (MIC) greater than 2 micrograms per milliliter {pg/ml); all Streplococcus preumaniae,
inwasive, in children under five years old (Streptococcus preumanize from normally sterile sites); wberculosis [Mycobocterium fuberculosis complex);
tularemia (Franciselfo tulerensis); vibriosis (Vibrio species; also requested - specimens positive for Vibrio by culture-independent diagnestic testing
(C1DT) methods); and any outbreak, exotic disease, or unusual group expression of disease that may be of public health concern may require
submission of cultures or specimens. Pure cultures (o specimens) should be submitted as they become available accompanied by a current
department Specimen Submission Form. See the Texos Administrative Code (TAC] Chapter 97: §97.3(a)(4), §97.4(a)(6), and §97.5(a)(2)(C). Call 512-776-
7508 for specimen submission information.

* Please secure Select Agent isolotes and specimens in accordance with the guidance in the Select Agent Regulation, and immediately initiate a
consultation with public health regarding need for further testing or sequencing. Notify any transfer facilities of anvy test results of high
consequence finterast.

* arboviral infections including, but nat limited to, those caused by California serogroup vireses, chikungunya virus, dengue virus, Eastern equine
encephalitis (EEE) virus, St. Louis encephalitis (SLE) virus, Western equine encephalitis (WEE) virus, West Nile (W) wirus, and Zika virus.

® Al blood collection centers should report all danors with reactive tests for West Nile vins, Zika vinus, Bobesia species, and Trypanosoma orusi (Chagas
disease) to the DSHS Zoonosis Control Branch. If your center uses a screening assay under an IND protocol, please include results of follow-up testing as
well. Ta report, send a secure email to WNVBashe fexns gov of fax the repart to 512-776-7454. Providing the following: Collection Agency; Unigue BUI

W; Test Mame, Collection Date; Last Name, First Name, Donor Phone Number, Donor Address, Date of Birth, Age, Sex, Race, and Hispanic Ethnicity [Y/N).

If your Incation has a city or county health department, DSHS recommends that mu also share this same information with them_
7 For asbestos reparting information see b A g
! Report suspected botulism immediately by phnne to 888-063-T111.
* For more information on cancer reporting rules and requirements go to iffp S www. dshs. tewms. gov/Terfraporting shim.
0 For pesticite reporting information see fittas:Ywww dahs. tesos, govyites/defoilt itoupestrptfrm.
* gscherichia coll or Klebsiefia species that are resistant to at least ane carbapenem antibiotic or produce a carbapenemase.

** For purpases of surveillance and notification, Prion diseases, swch as Creutzfeldt-lakob disease (CID) includes sporadic CID [sCID), and also includes sparadic
fatal insemnia (sF1), Variably Protease-Sensitive Prionopathy (VPSPr), any genetic CID (pCID) or familial CID (6CID), fatal farilial insarmnia (FFI), Gerstrmann-
Striussler-Scheinker syndrome (G55), iatrogenic CID (iCID), Kurw, variant CID (WD), and anvy novel prion disease affecting humans.

2 Call yaur focal heaith deportment for a cogy of the Varicella Reporting Form with their fax number. The Woricels (Chickenpas) Reporting Form should be
used instead of an Epi-1 or Epi-2 morbidity report.

* applicable for governmental entities. Mot applicable to private facilities. | TAC §96.201) Initial reporting forms for Contaminated Sharps at
ittt tishes tewrss gowyfieuyheaithinfertion comtra)hibashome pathagens/reparting

= To report a Controlled Substance Owerdese, go to hitps:/Yodreport. dshs. texas.

8 Movel coronavirus causing severe acute respiratory disease incledes Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) and Severe Acute Respiratony Syndrome
[SARS). Call immediately for SARS, MERS, or any other navel coronavirus cases. Coronavirus Disease 2019 (0OVID-19) is na longer considered a novel
coronavirus and as of March 1, 2024 is no longer a notifiable disease condition in Texas.

7 please refer to specific rules and regulations for injury reporting and who to report 1o at kto:Ywww dehs, teses. gov/dnfuryfrules. shim,

F Lahoratories should report syphilis test results within 3 work days of the testing outcome.

1 Reporting forms are available at hetos: Mwww dehs texes. gow/ideu/dise nsehonsens forms.shim.

* Reportable tuberculosis disease includes the following: suspected tuberculosis disease pending final laboratory results; positive nucleic acid
amplification tests; clinically or labaratory-confirmed tuberculosis disease; and all Mycobacterium tuberculasis (M. th) complex including
M. tuberculosis, M. bovis, M. africonum, M. canettil, M. micrati, M. coproe, and M. pinnipeadii. See rules and reporting information at
htip:, .dshs texns. goviacu/disease,th/rep ot

1T infection is determined by a positive result from an FDA-approved Interferon-Gamma Release Assay (IGRA) test such as T-Spot® TE or
CeantFERONE - TB GOLD In-Tube Test or a tuberculin skin test, and a normal chest radiograph with no presenting symptoms of TB disease.

See rules and reparting infarmation at hrtp. i wwiw, dahs. tewas. gouldew/disesse/threporting/, Please report skin test results in millimeters.

* any person suspected of having HIV should be repmad, mcluﬂlng HIV upns.ed infants.

** For |ead reporting information see f £ -

#* For more information on Mpox repnrllng requirements go lnmms ,-‘.uwdshg!e:as o, mmJ:eypnx,-‘maﬂteyaannfafmarmaubht -heaith.

E59-113564 (Rew. 09/18,24) Expires 12/31/25 ~ Go ta it i, Pessend. oo tifanh le- conditionsdnvestion tisn-guidence o call your local or regional health
departmertt for updates.

e For most diseases, a report should include the following: name, birthdate, sex,

race/ethnicity, address, telephone number, disease/condition, onset date,

healthcare provider, and method of diagnosis. Report as many of the above

items as possible, plus other appropriate, useful information if available.

e Guidance on recommended testing procedures is available in the Texas
Department of Health publication titled “Identification and Confirmation of

Reportable Diseases.”

e The GCHD Disease Report Form is available from the UTMB Department of
Infection Control & Healthcare Epidemiology (ICHE) and from the Galveston
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Procedure

Responsibility

County Health District, Epidemiology, P.O. Box 838, Galveston, Texas 77553.

Report AIDS< chancroid, Chlamydia trachomatis infection, gonorrhea, HIV
infection, and syphilis to Galveston County Health District, STD Control, P.O. Box
838, Galveston, TX 77553.

NOTE: Invasive infection means the pathogen was isolated from a normally sterile
site (e.g. blood, CSF).

Report AIDS, chancroid, chlamydia trachomatis infection, gonorrhea, HIV and
syphilis infections by mail only to GCHD, Sexually Transmitted Disease Control,
P.O. Box 838, Galveston, Texas 77553.

Forms for these reports are available from GCHD STD Control and from ICHE

In addition to the requirement of individual case reports, any unusual disease
occurrence or outbreak of public health concern should be reported by the most
expeditious means to the local health authority (GCHD).

Report by telephone suspected foodborne diseases to GCHD, Environmental and
Consumer Health, P.O. Box 939, LaMarque, Texas, 77568.

For Chickenpox, report only numbers of cases by age per week or other specified
period.

The Clinical Microbiology and Immunology Divisions in Laboratory Medicine in
the Department of Pathology are responsible for contacting the physician and
ICHE immediately with reports of the above diseases. STDs may be reported
directly to GCHD.

The Admitting Department and the admitting physician are responsible for
notifying ICHE immediately upon admission of a patient suspected or known to
have one of the above diseases.

The physician, nurse manager, or their designee is responsible for contacting
ICHE immediately about hospitalized patients who are suspected of having or are
known to have a disease from one of the above lists.

All communicable diseases (with the exception of STDs) whether reported to the
GCHD or not, should be reported to ICHE.

The Department of Infection Control & Healthcare Epidemiology (ICHE) telephone
number is: (409) 772-3192. After hours on weekdays, on weekends and on holidays,
ICHE personnel may be reached by paging (409) 643-3133.
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